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” D* JoH SON's DiQion ry has long Nom. e 
: 1 an object of attention to me, as ſincerelß e 
thinking it no inconſiderable one to the nation | 
and your late publication of "his" life,” has renewed 57 1 
| its ardour f in lah mind, which time had? a8 uſual, 
| t oblitera vithin me. Vour 9 
= encomiums ak ae (1 confeſs ce 
| mance, have alſo; rather awakened the objeftions | | 
I bave long ef el htertained' to it; not indeed, Sir, from 
; > chat ſpirit man is o prone to, and of. which you 


will 8 yo have alluded us | Jome aca in 
your Biography the ſpirit of contradiQion ; but 

I truſt, (and to be ſure not the leſs from flattering . 

myſelf, I am not quite ſingular in my opinions,} 
a better ſpirſt; whether at all ope — | 

taſte, and truth, the following few ſheets muſt de- 
termine. I ſay, few ſheets, * Mr. Boſwell, for 1 
have neither the defire nor ability to go upon the 
arduous and laborious tafk of thorough inveſtiga- 
tion of the work ; no, Sir; I mean this but as. 
a ſketch, a hint, an infuendo, if you pleaſe ;—the 
employment and amuſement of a very few idle 
hours; but Vith a fincere intent, or with at eaſt, 
of its proving, while itſelf a ſingle and inſignificant 
ſpark, yet one from which the luminous mind of 
ſome one of the many minds of this country, 
_ doubtleſs fo gifted, might catch fire at, and then 
drive forth to its far extended blaze of light, which 
a true, accurate, diſcriminating, and taſteful ® fix. 
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aal as ni e 010111946 13 Bodo us * 
hei tetiu of /H, got an pt one- n my eys on 
eats, er fancy, ro MS > Ns hardly . ure it was an, 


a mited one in our vocabu ry; ; nor am 1 (fargive me Mr. oy 
Ah, e a Jute é ir 18. from having fbund it in 


ih diktionary ii bat at all events; 1/think it mond be W be- 
eauſe $6 ina it belogs to h ufteh, a; call fob it: and hee! 
wittheg>leaye:to promiſe, rh Je fe eng. Wauld. vere for, ang 

new, opmpyer:of our language ſoſbg e exrulted with the diftatpe 


rial power of adpptipg, or even coining certain words, which 
Ke, who Ws we compar os: a — e e ſhould 
| | "8 TH 
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ation f of the * tongue muſt produce 1 dee, ; 
Mr. Boſwell, and then, not only for the advan- 
age and Honour of out: oun country, but, (for 
che former at leaſt, ): of the: nations around us 3: DAY, 
and that ſutely, from reverberatiop, and from con- 
ſequenndl circumſtandes of ſtill enereaſed owl 
| From thence-10 our 'ownſblites: alſo. 
Language, Mr. Boſwell, is a coolant of n no 
; inconfideradle moment to ſociety, till more to 
civilized, and ſtill more yet, to refined ſociety; 
which laſt, we of this age and country to be ſure, 
and 1 ſay not untruely, define our ownſclves to 
be: - What is language ? It is the vehicle of idea. 
It is ne matual communication of thought from 
man uo man. Mun nie hy lt pri- 
Solas = apa rac Bus 7 poll: bo 23006 ANY: 


be ſuppoſed 3 to. ons for FT Rad we ſhould 
| equally have taftiful, as grateful, playful, and many other 
ſuch terms; as to aukwardneſs of preſent appearatice, it is 
all Imaginary; and like the arbitrary faſtion of our-dreſs, ah 
old word 'xevived; or a'new' one coined, * wo ſhew how 
5 _— is either its beauty or uglineſs. 

_ + Fixation alſo ſounds not over agreeably i in — ears, of lobks 
very pleaſantly to my eye; nor am I yet ſure it is even an 
allowed word though again found in the dictionary. I do not 


+ 


much love awkward words, or; L hope, much practice hem in 


general i but what | have juſt ſaid in the other note, will equally 
apply here, and let me add, that different from ſame of your 
| Sthecel critica, (and ſome I now have in my eye); ſo far from 
turning up my noſe at theſe two, perhaps uncouth words, I am 
__ hippy to ve ſtumbled on end wp hs . wy 
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mary Weis Von ? Surely: perſpicuity, ei I 
intelligibleneſs:— And what are the means af 
language to produce that effect? Diſtinftneſa, : 
apt apropriation of word or term to thought, 
and regularity and clearneſs of context in: the dif- 
fuſion and neceſſary variety of its employment; 
an employment exerciſed in the complicated and 
various concerns and communications of their 
ideas among men, in . e varied occa- 
Nenn and calls for te. 

That language, any Lo 4 any 8 and 
of any country, ſhould ever have been, or ſnould 
now, or in future ever be, at all * 
adequate to human idea, or thought, appears to 
me utterly incredible; nay utterly, impoſſible, e ; 
the nature of things, and from nature herſelf. _ 
Mien of thinking now reflect upon (and ever 

have, for men are always the ſame), the 'wonder- 
ful operation and extent of nature's exertions in 
forming the creature man, ever like each other, 
and ever different. Still with the ſame features #3 
noſe, mouth, forehead, &c. &c. and yet till ſo 
_ perfefily diſtinct, as never to be miſtaken one for 
the other, (except i in the caſe of twins, that caſe 5 
of the arcana of nature, and of the alter et idem); * 
and this is indeed ſo univerſally obvious, as to be 
univerſally ' ſeen and known : but do refletors 
conſider (ſome its boped do) that the ſame variety 


and difference, muſt. be in the minds equally with 905 3 


the faces; 25 indeed |perſons (though that does not 
| equal i 


CEE 


Dau come before them) of theindividuatethey”* 
long to? and conſequently, that the concep- 


ik) or ideas of the mind, will, like the features 
e eee be (if 1 may ſo ſay); the fame | 


and different : though theſe laſt are not and can- 
not be expoſed tõ the examination of our ſenſes 


as the others are, or conſequently be much thought : 


| on, if, I might perhaps add, at all. 


Language then, cannot, I ſay, in the natute of 


things, be preciſely conſonant to the ideas it is io 
repreſent; and for the plain reaſon J have aſſert- 


ed above, of ideas being various, while their re- 


preſentatives-of words and terms muſt he the ſame; 
how mark, if the idea itfe elf, that is felt in my mind 


or your s, the degree of ſenſation with which we 


perceive or feel it? the term fine or beautiful, as 
applied to any object of perfection or of taſte, 


muſt, for inſtance, be the ſame for your ſenſation of : 


that objeft or of mine; yet, it is obvious, that our 


ſenſations of it will be different both in degree and 
ſubſtance; and ibis is unavoidable. We cannot 


have even as in muſic, marks, noted doun for us, 


of perception and of feeling, as the andante, largo, 


con ſpirito, allegro, Poco allegro, moderato, Piano, 


Jorie, and others; nay, and after. this, the muſician 


on the inſtrument, that lis ſuſceptible of it, or on. the i 
natural voice, can, and does, giue lar lin : 


the marked nates of muſical ſounds. He dee 
gives expreſſion, varied with 9 Kay 
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1 to be conveyed Nothing of this can terms 
and wards of langunye do; but this ts unavoidable ; 
and the lexicographer . (which: hard word I; love 
not, I fear I muſt call him by), can only give the 
definition or explanation of the terms he has be- 
ſore bim, and of which his office is to givt the 
explanation; ſo far as, in the nature 5: of: 1 5 bs 
| een give it. e bb r 112 3 N erte 
As 10 Johnſon's iktelleQtual ne My ' 
abink; is the very term his eulogiſts make uſe of, 
and indeed moſt properly), I have over and over 
given my aſſent to them, along with all mankind; 
one muſt be firangely deficient oneſelf, in not ſee- 
ing the proof of them, in almoſt every . writing he 
ſent forth to the world, amazingly numerous as 
| they were. Then the facility with which his ideas 
| fowed from him, and all ſenſible ones, nay generally 
the moſt argumentative that could be found for the 
occaſion, would make one think, if it were poſ- 


ſible to think it, (more eſpecially when conſidering - 


he reſt of the man), that it was real inſpiration, 

Who does not ſee: all this? But while he AR it, is 

he to ſhut his eyes at what he has to ſee” beſides; 

and that I have truly ſet down, or may ſet down, 
whatever it be? Aye; and from no leſs authority = 

than your own, Mr. Boſwell ? no fare; or be will 

be himſelf a bad ſeer. I have ſaid his | powers 

vere like inſpiration; and I add tine characteriſtie 

oſ chem, as ſtil} encreaſing ihe reſemblance to it; 
he does not Wa; No, e I really think, 

| | paradoxical, 


AN 


t7 1 


para naxadogiicel, not leiter. abſurd as it moll appear, 
neyer ame. raftefied:in his life, What then do 1 


wean or underſtand hy Refteftion.? Why, what we. 


ſee in Shakſpeare over and over,.(þe.who.alks far, 
2 different wan fram Joboſon, in- . gine md | 
man, Ce. Ge. ) and very particularly ia Ham- 
bet ſalileguy, of 0 be, ar not to be getlat Li 
| the queſtien;;?: and then going on, on that.,queb 
tion, ae it ve by part: 0 much an this 
Am li LOWS 4203 ned] ON 1159300000 ide 
N ws IP . Th ab; 5, "kao i 32272 
| truck me as the very one of his entire productions, that contri« 
duted moſt to place him in that Ration of e "the 
ratiks'of genius, he ennſeſſedly paſſaſſes. Ta ma. I conſeſo it it 
even does more; as Pr the ſtrongeſt pręſumptiam, pals 
ſihle to be given this ways .0 of the excellence of his heart and 
his charakter, as 4 nan; with which, all the praiſes of parts 
and powers G64 hear ſo muck of) bear very finall com | 
in my eyes. Not to- be the flave of our \paſons, .with moſt 
_ ample etceteras, we may hæar or read of in many ſermanay on 
hooks ol morality z and in page Pemape mone forcibly than, in 
{ome of . the, writings « of. the g: cat man before 38s but w | 
de. w we meet with the recommendation ſet "Forth f in aach fen of 

term as theſe moch more; where do we met wich 2 pa- 


ge Mat, Rhe this, giues the ſtrongeſt preſumption of ins flo 
ing from principle and rrality. fo. a5 to cary with i. fac and 
kagge 3; inſſead of all, their fo, well, knows, pot. yo 8 4 


_ cable, copgrarys f is, it common to thus almoſt | 
ſoul of eplarged truth,” aud of congeniat feelings Wich yours - 
own ? aud does not that prove his pee, and others lack: of 
n. Not only-Shakeſpeare;would : the vc a mou ito his hearts 


Sers 


| you," who can feel thoſe things, that hence, even from hence, 
was it, that W was, 1 we ſee he was, 


dat to: hin hearts. core. hig. heart o eares 3.28708 with ß 
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0 us in your book, Mr. Boſwell: 


Pa wan", 
. 
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fide for my judgenioue'# ; the 9 "to ſee how 
far it is conchuſtve, by trying the anſwer to it, (in 


2 manner we all know); and forming 10 concluſion 2 


el every part, every fide of the queſtion; ev 
light'it can be ſeen in, is carefully placed befors 
the mind; from whence to form its deciſion. Do we 
ſee or hear of any thing, any where, like this, in 
Johnſon? Not at leaſt in his converſations related 
80 little this 
that I have even ſeen in him there, as will, if I miſ- 
take not, be ſomewhat ſhewn here, (and to my ſur- 


| priſe), what muſt be called bad judgment or ſenſe 


in any man; nor- I fear, are other inſtances. of the 
fame, eee in u book, that I do not ae 
forward! en 
Wbat is ; here aid” of geht POOR is not 
perhaps, ſtriktly ſpeaking, Wr to the ſubje& 
1 2 to treat; I mean, Dr. Johnſon's. Dic- 
y. That DiQtionary-is given forth as ex- 
fdiatory of the Engliſh" tongue, as now 8 


and fixed for its purpoſe. What Unguage is, 


its primary or local conſtruftion, is not the 15 
deration; but only what it is here in its exiſting 
ſtate. This is very true; yet is the object of hu- 


man Saernd language, that conveyance of reci- 


procal communication of man with man, that in ne 


qua non of nature, ſo important to man, that he, 
1 am perſuaded, would forgive its introduction to 


7 2 conſideration and e „ vere Gere" not 


4 1 
e 7 N 
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the afinity with the 3 able before him, 


that J flatter myſelf there is in the „ ins 


ſtance. 


- But if human langunge is, in a 3 view; an 
object of 1 importance to general man, ſtill more in 


a particular view is the language of his own country 


ſo to Engliſhmen, that then it may be worth while 
to diſcuſs more or leſs, previous to the immediate 
object in confuleragon,. and L {hall TS en- 
deavour to do it. 

I have begun with e that. the firſt adi 


? fundamental charaQeriſtic of language, is perſpi- 


cuity, and the reaſon for it is too manifeſt to re- 
quire enlargement. After that there are doubtleſs. 
many accompanyments to be conſidered, but the 
foundation ſtone, as it may be called, is unqueſ- 
tionably perſpicuity or intelligibleneſs. That our 


language is arrived at a high degree of perfection, 


and is preferable to all other living languages, we 


often ſee. in print, and hear out of it; yet do we 


(without remarking at all on the contradiftion} 


both hear and ſee alſo, that it requires reviſal and 


ſtability,” and there was a ſcheme on foot, though - 


I recollect not the particulars for effectuating this 
now a pretty many years back in Dr. Swift's days, 


and under the patronage of the then Miniſter, 
Lord Oxford. It has ſince been, I believe, oc- 
caſionally talked of, and this very dictionary now 
in eee inns by ſome been eſteemed a 
5 „ Cc A We work 
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work chat has in a en ne effefted that very 


deſign. 
THE allowing quotation "from: Mr. Boſwell, 


though only a part of his ſentiments of the dic- 


tionary, will ſufficiently illuſtrate what is above ad 


vanced. He ſays thus, viz. 


The dictionary, with a grammar and kiftory 15 


of the Engliſh language, being now at length 


<-- publiſhed in two volumes folio, the world con- 


© templated with wonder ſo ſtupendous a work 


* atchieved by one man, while other countries 


* had thought ſuch undertakingsfit only for whole 
Ro Accademies. Vaſt as his Powers were, Fcannot 


« but think his imagination deceived him, when 
he ſuppoſed that by conſtant application he 


_ © might have performed the taſk in three years. 


. « How ſhould puny ſcriblers be abaſhed and 
nted, when they find him di/playing a 
«© PETERBCT theory of lexicog raphal excellence; yet, at 
« the ſame time, candidly and modeſtly allowing, 
* n. © he Had not ſatisfied his own  expetta- 

oc Johnfor' $ Jebaigjons have . appeared 


to me ſuch aſtoniſhing proofs of acuteneſs. of ontelletn, 


« and preciſion of language, as indicate a genius of 


e the higheſt rank. This it is, which marks the 


“ {uperior* excellence of Johnſon's dictionary over 
« others, equally or even more voluminous, and 
* * muſt have made it a work of han greater men- 


« tal 
* Mr. Boſwell a Johnſon writes—Japeriour, | 


1 | 
ce tal labour than mere Lexicons or word. boots, as 
_ «© the Dutch call them. Af of his definitions 
e muſt be admitted as erroneous; — thus windward 
* and.lceward, though directly of oppoſite mean- 
«ings, are defined identically the ſame way; as to 
te which inconſiderable fpecks, it is:enough to obſerve, 
« that his preface announces, that he was aware 
« there might be many ſuch in ſo immenſe a 
e work; nor was he at all diſconcerted when an in- 
- & ſtance was pointed out to him, by a lady who 
te once aſked him, how he came to define -paſtern, 
the 4#nee of a horſe ; inſtead of making an ela- 
« borate defenci, as fhe expefled, he at once an- 
4 ſwered, -* Ignorance, madam, pure ignorance: 
but to theſe rivolous cenſures, no other anſwer is 
2 neceſſary than that which we are /furniſhed' with 
a En preface, &c.:&c. '&c,” 725 
All this is ſaid of the dictionary, ard it 
more; (I hope the reader will not lofe fight 
of it, though I do not comment on it now) 
and if authority could alone prevail, (and 
does it not; and, am I to. aſk, when, where, — 
and how.?) we need go no farther. But to 
uſe a very vulgar, ſince a very comprehenfive, 
nay proverbial expreſſion—and whenever I meet 
with a proverb, Mr. Boſwell, I heartily embrace 
it, and do aſſure Mr. Boſwell that Sancho himſelf 
did not love proverbs more than his humble ſer- 
vant, who would heartily recommend the em- 
braces of them all, and all around, for they are 
C2 wiſdom ;— - 


— 


9 


wiſdom: Ves, to uſe ſuch phraſe, 1 would 
fay,—* the proof of the pudding is the eating: 
and that proof, or teſt, my readers ſhall ſoon 


| have ; whereby fairly, and honeſtly, and truly to 
judge for themſelves, and to compare it with 


this account of the work, as here given in by Mr. 
Boſwell ; — I mean a ſmall ſelection, and a very 
ſmall one it ſhall be, not to tire themſelves or me, 
from the work in queſtion : but I depart from the 
conſideration of the language itſelf, and what F 
would ſay of it, in general, is, that it is, I fear, 
radically and per ſe, a leſs perſpicuous one that | 
we Engliſhmen might wiſh it to be. 8 
Are we, I would, in the firſt place, aſk, med 7 
in our terms, as appropriated to the ſenſes we are 
to underſtand them in? Not entirely; I fear ; and 
hence, will the divine lucidus oruo ſuffer no in- 
fraction? If to a certain degree that were the 
caſe, it muſt even be replaced by, * Chaos: is 
come again: but no, I mean not certainly that 
this extremity is the caſe; but be it in what degree 
or proportion you pleaſe, if it in truth at all be, 
is it not worth attending to; is it not time, for your 
men of accuracy, of (ruth and of taſte, to look 
about them? | | 
Is: it not then, I oh 03 OS viſhed: that: for 
every, idea there: ſhould be a ſign of it in lan- 
guage ? This, it is plain, muſt be a ſatisfaction 
both to the utterer. or. communicator, of tha his 


idea, 


(8) 


idea, and equally! ſo to his W What a 
correttor, a deſtroyer of ſophiſtry and of falſe- 
hood, (for is not ſophiſtry falſehood?) would this 
be! Yes, ſay you; but then, what a tameneſs 
what a ſameneſs, and what an inelegance would: 
language -be reduced to ? by varying your terms 
and your ſentences, you give energy and beauty, 
and _ expreſſion | to language; and by _/ynony- 
mes *, in e language, dion adorn, you auen 
N 
What have 1 to auſwer to this? Why certainly; 
that I in part agree to it, but not to the degree it 
is l in our ir language, and which 1 am ſorry 


* On Wee a I looked i into „ eee — to 
ſee if we- had adopted. the French term of Hnonyme, determin- 
ing with myſelf, we had done ill, if we had not ſince ſo often, 
wanted; not but the French, in poverty, have i it for both ſub- 

ſtantive and adjective, nay and, 1 believe, participle too; but 

1 found for it only the plural word /ynoniniza, and marked in the 
margin, latin ; fo that it is given (L know not how properly) 5 
for both. Latin and Engliſh; but I never heard of any writer 
of repute uſing Hnonimia as Engliſh : this is a little prema- 
ture, yet I venture my animadverſion on the recommendation. 
© Nay, and will add now, as I have begun, that I then alſo look - 
eld after the French term of miſantbrope, to ſee if that was 
adopted, (we have both nonymous;and miſanthropy), and what 


think you, I found as the Engliſh of. miſanthrope ? why, | 
miſanthropos, for the Engliſb word, with the OO word 1 in the 


3 in Greek charadter. 


P. S. Pray Mr. Boſwell do you honour- "mM as th ACCepe 
jos of true bills, I think, have 1 it. . 


8 to 


BR 


V 


to has: this dictionary ſeems rather to encourage 
and encreaſe, than repreſs and diminiſh. Ves, Dr. 
Johnſon ſeems to have adopted, in his plan, the 
very reverſe of what a moſt elegant French writer, 
elegant even on that dry ſubject, has adopted for 
his, in a little work called“  Synonymes Francois, 

in which he ſhades or draws the line of difingion 
in terms, ſurely very refinedly and very accu- 
rately ; this work is, I dare lay, very. well- known 
to the elegant part of Engliſh readers, and I flatter 
myſelf, that they do not diſagree with this account 
of it. Whether Dr. Johnſon does not even err 
| groſoly in the contrary practice, I would equally 
refer to ſuch readers. No one perhaps admires 
Dr. Johnſon i in his Ramblets, and many other of 


his writings, nay, very particularly in eme of his 
critical ones, than . do; and even | in bis dictionary 


parts 5 it... I have no ie for or againd, the 
man. No, I willingly would Tee and admire his 
perfections, but I would equally fee his imper- 
feQions ; and as to things I ſuppoſe to be ſuch in 
him, I will very ſoon. ive at leaſt ſome few ex- 
amples, which every one may ſee and judge of 
equally with myſelf; in the reſpect I now ſpeak of, 
J do moſt certainly think him defeQive even to a 
wonderful degree, and even fo much ſo, as to give 
n e, by no exiſting or paſt 
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aw 


to. 


whine of any acknowledged merit or ee 
Where he ſeemato give ſenſes, radically. and totally 


miſtaken, I ſhall. alſo give ſome examples, fort 


free diſcufſion, as well : as nnn it 185 


deſerve it. 


But I eee my fabje@ af engines on 
which I will trouble my reader with a very few 


8 words more, leaving the field ſtill open for further 


igators, and giving myſelf only, let me again 
peur it, as one who would go a little way 
juſt to ſhew the road to thoſe. who wiſh, and 
have ftrength, to. moan on to. the end _ the un- 
—_— | 


One means of 3 uncertainty i in * 


guage, is certainly the particular of a ſingle word 


having various and very oppoſite conſtructions 3 
in ſo much as for the true ſenſe meant to be con- 


veyed, to be ſometimes known only by the con- 
text and connection with other previous or conſe· 


quent words of the ſentence it is employed in; this 


entire difference of meaning, however, I ſhould ima · 


* 
» 5 - 


} 


»The writers quoted by Dr. Johnſon for his authorities, 


are (I confeſs my ignorance), in general ſuch, as I not only 
never met with, but often ſuch as I never heard of; a Brown, 


among others I know as little, is continually referred to for 
one; and what is the man or his writings, I Know not at all. 
There are other ſuch, Tam not more, acquainted with ; and few 
indeed of the refpectable authors every reader has mot with, 
do I fee in the liſt. There are ſome, however reſpectable ones, 
ſurely of now too old a date for indiſputable autboritativeneſs. 


\ 
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Sine a kind of "RENT fm its then given 


meaning being perverted, and a much leſs oc- 


caſional inconvenience than in the other caſe 
of different ſhades or degrees of meaning be- 


longing to their apropriated terms, all having 


originally a diſtinctive meaning; but which, whe- 
ther from old licence, different circumſtances, 


and now different appropriations, carry now ſome- 
what of a different ſenſe from their original one, 
and often a ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed one from 
a ſort of neighbouring ſenſe, but to refined com- 
prehenſion and intelligence; and on ſuch kind of 
terms as theſe , is the French writer's little book I 


mentioned above, employed, in his work of Syno- 


' nymes Francois; hence, no ſmall danger {in its ne- 


gle) ſurely, of vagueneſs; both in language and 


idea: and this, though ſaid before, I willingly ſay 


again, ſhould have been much more attended to 
than it appears to have been in this Dictionary; 
which ſeems,” I own, rather to unite and i incorpo- 


rate, than divide and diſcriminate theſe nicer 


terms of the Engliſh language, and happy means 
of conveyance for minds of taſte, refinement, and 


diſcrimination, when influenced by. the celeſaal 


ideas that belong to them. 

Our language, allo, ſeems to want accuracy 
and preciſion, by having no genders, ſo that the 
words it, they, that, thoſe, and other relatives, are 
| not fo cally referred. to their particular antece- 


Jens; > 


x — 


0 tion“. — and a e boweren ſeem now 


1 


* 


dents; and hence, but from pon kidötlul, our lahs 
guage, in its preſent ſtate, mult ſurely be liable to 
much miſtaken meaning; nay, as it is, are there 
not not unoften miſtakes? And do not even ſen- 


fible writers ſay to each other, „I rally un- 
derſtood your expreſſion differently from your in- 


tended meaning ;” And are not ſuch expreſſions 


ſometimes altered into different wording, . for the 


| fake of perſpicuity ?=Nay, among our legiſlators 


themſelves in parliament, has this never; rather; 
has not this not unoften happened, even to the in- 


efficacy of acts of parliament through the nation? 


In regard to Orthography, (not to mention ac- 
centuation, I think, little leſs ſo, ) it is really ſo licens 


tious, wild, and extravagant, as to baffle, ſeeming- 


ly; all attempts at correction, almoſt of cn 


. 9 ; Ne AT its 
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letters of * 0 ag we dene them 40, for him, how muſt he 
be ſurpriſed at being told that g o was go? and then that. 


_ thirow, low, kiidw;' [With a k] ſhow; &c. were e 


the ſame; büt that how, cow, ſow, c. were 4s we Know $ 


and then told of through, cough, brought, &c. &e: and wear, 
fear, leer, dear, &c. &c, &c. &c. almoſt without end- what 


muſt he ſay? And how can he learn all this, with all the teſt 
it, in ble. own country 3 il even here Of accentuation, | 
and its eqtial uncertalrity, I ſay notaing. Then I ſuppoſe the 
zpplications of dur ill, and ball; could never poſſibly be per- 
fectly known but to a native, We ſee that botk ths, Scotch ab 3 


r thems Gnas A 


„ _ 


* 


its only law (« Jus: el norma ſeribendi %) and 1 


— — 2 * 
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 willuſt obſerye. here a few inſtances, where Dr, 
| Johnſon ſeems to me to deviate. from thoſe ae- 
cepted laws of uſage and. preſcription; he writes, 


SR ed without both attention me. oct ; 1 is 2 
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for - inſtance, controll, (or control, 1 forget which) 
for controul; and ſhow. for ſhew; and authour, 
Kc. &c. &c. for author.” I do not juſt dow 
recolle& others, but theſe ſeem unuſul. 

Though not quite in place, the Doftor appears . 


alſo: to have {as I believe happens to moſt writers): 


ſome ſew favourite terms not generally uſed, par- 
ticularly wexch for girl; and I could not forbear 
imiling | at ſeeing exactly the /ame term adopted | 
in one of that emblazened lady, Madam Piozzi's. 


 eaf:fliled letters to the Door. Another favourite 


term ſeems, wander ; I now recolleQ. no more:; 


in truth I have ſearched. after none. 


But I will trouble my readers no Arche with 
my imperfeR thoughts about our language; too 
happy if what I have advanced could ferve as 
elue for more able inveſtigators of the Acct 
ſubje&': much more ſo indeed if thence could be 
derived ſome difatorial inſlitution, empower- 
ed, and r to covet, "oy: to rere 
ate t! | bh 

"0 few words Y will bee bizatd concerning | 


: what we call ſyle or the management. of language, 


in writing, which undoubtely i is not to be attain- 
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fabje that has ofien been diſcuſſed both in public 5 
aid private, and i more than once brought! for- 

ward Mr. Boſwell in your late publication. It has 
not unoften been aſked whoſe is the beſt ſtyle of 
vriting, and the great dictator himſelf has, it is well 
known, given the palm to Addiſon. Without en- 
tering on the ſeeming contradiction in Dr. John - 
ſon of theory to practice, I am glad he has; 
fince the means perhaps of bringing us back to 
-more ſimplicity of proſe writing than is at preſent 
. always praQtiſed by our writers: it is riot that Ido 
not think they write well now; no, if the paradox 
could be allowed me, it is that I think they write 
too well; at the very time that I ſay this F confeſs 

my often being charmed by the flow as well as 
ſtrength and energy of even many of every 
writers. The mode of writing i is ſurely infinitely im- 
proved ſince the time of Addiſon, and hinſelf 


| (without at all examining-how far Ril} incompleat,}) = 


is ſurrounded. in the SpeRators with ſueh rigmerole 
i the famous Sir Richard Steele at the 
| head of them, as a ſchool boy no in the higher 


forms would be aſhamed of. Style however will 5 


vary wich the chorafter of the writer, ant different 


ſtyles may have their different merits ; it is ebough _ 


if they are good in their. own way; and this may. 
methinks, be not unaptly compared with painting 
and thoſe who have a taſte for it. Some of the 
old en have, for inſtance, fallen dannen 5 
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Perhaps maſculine and energetic, more « thaw; grace . 


ful manner; as Remhrant, Spagnialetti, Carravag.. . 


gio, and after him, Valentinj, and ſeveral others: 
while, totally the reverſe, Albana is elegance and 


amorous refinement itſelf. I mention the two | 


extremes; and. are there not minds. and taſtes 5 


congenial to both? Muſt not the minds of the 
| painters of the pictures be cangenial too witn 


the- minds of the admirers; of thoſe; pictures: 
of whatever fort or kind of painting they be? 


and do ve not ſee, in conſequence, among 
your diletanti, ſome forming their colleQions 


from: one ſort of painting, ſome from another, per- | 


haps all excellent in their way both painters and 
minds of the collectors. Surely the parallel and 


the illuſtration holds. Style, at laſt, is but a ſecon- 
dary conſideration; and it is not at all an UNEX« 


perienced caſe to meet with a work that pleaſes 


you very much, (or rather perhaps that ſhould _ 
pleaſe you very much), though conveyed through 2 4 


| ſtylethat diſpleaſes you very much „ As contrarywiſe, 
vith a ſtyle you allow to be good, while: its matter 


is contemptible ; but ſome critics, —alas, heẽw- | 
many talk to you of ſtyle, and ſtyle only; and 
woe. to him where a trip is diſcovered in it! 


Or rather 'when they think there is a trip init: in 


pertain, reſpeRts, all ſtyles ſhould to be ſure agree, 
and one eſſential methinks in it in writing proſe, 
is to abſtain from every exceſs, 'I ſay exceſs of figure 
and * and foelic Phraſe, * wy 


ng 


( 21 ) 
no doubt an elevation of language with an elevated 
ſabjeQ,) particularly ſo in narrative, or where the 
paſſions and pathos, can be little concerned, for 
all this peculiarly belongs to, poetry, which ſhould 
ever be diſtin in its language and ideas iran - 
| proſe, as proſe Hoem it“. . 

- But what am 1 advancing. T6 Boſwell? You Fi 
Sir, (and every one elſe, would, ſee it who 
read this) muſt ſee plainly what .,1 allude.. tos 
Ja me then at leaſt add to it, that even with 
mis radical error, this ſtyle, vou ſee I do allude- 
to, may ſtill (when this too is perfect in ite 
way) give pleaſure in the reading and a very great 

deal, and who can deny it who reads the Ram: 
þler, or Mr. Gibbon's Hiſtory? Vicious however 
J venture to call the foundation, and my free erit 
ticiſm on the occaſion do I boldly, fling forth, whes 
ther to Mr. Boſwell or  homlogyer elle. it may at 
en concern 1 2 55 
But both ſtyles 47 matter will 1 ſeen, _ Eh 
: felt differently by di Herent while perhaps even equals 
by fuperior minds. And. why? from the very 

cauſes at firſt adduced on the variety of che inte · 
| For "oo inviſible mind, VO with the viſible and 


exterior | 


. 


< Voltaire K ith ſome where ſays of the French writers . 

of his then day, that they wrote proſe like verſe, and verſe like 
proſe. And does this no-ways and no where apply to us at 

= this day? The Italians if J miſtake not have a language abſo- 


lutely appropriated to poetry. alone. I have W wiſhed 
us the ſame. 


cu). 


Kerr koüättüte or form,” EY Rs, Away 
ume, I little thought of being able ever 10 
prove and to illuſtrate, Wich however 1 n- 
dan, and will do, even from my own knowledge? 
Tes, Mr. Boſwell, and from your having told 
me that you and your friend admired ' both Dr; 
Young's Night Thoughts and Richardſon's Cla- 
Fila {in both which if you will admit poor 
humble me he will readily: join you) and my now 
Þ coed you that © my own knowledge, a judge 
will not rank below even your "own Dofton; 
Wlikes both ſovereignly. As ſome little addi: 
jonal Muftration to another poſition juſt advanced | 
m regard to merit independent of ſtyle, may 1 

not inſtance Clariſſa, which, as far as I retolle&t 
It; is /giſted with an extremely ſmall bare of that 
any adinired qualification—ftyle. 1009 
Add to this that ſtyle ſhould ſurely: Mary wits 
; with its ſubjekt, and conſequently often in the - 
fame man and in the ſame work.” Yet is this T fear 
moſt of all an object of reprehenſion in writers, 
aͤnd forgive me Mr. Boſwell (are low and mean 
; things to be treated in the fame terms as exalted 
aid noble ones?) very particularly fo in your great 
exemplar of writing and of whatever elſe you 
pleaſe . (and of which I may. Juſt. hint here, you 
have given us ample means of judging of from our 
| felves.) Yes certainly, language ſhould. vary with its 
ſubjeR, and ty more GRAN i e does in 
. = uriters 


Ty 


perhaps periodical! eſſays, ſuch as the Rambler 


and the numerous others before the publia 
whether old or new; and where various claſs | 


ſes and charaQers - fs men or women arg 
in any of them occaſionally, introduced, when 


do we ſee (if at all nice obſeryers) their man - 
ners, turn of mind, modes of expreffion, or 
Rill more, matter; of their diſcourſes, characteriſti - 


cally ſet forth, or even if that, preſerved? when 
the Horation. precept of qualis ab incepio carried 


to che ſervetur ad imum ? I vill not here ite my 


| eee or myſelf with quotations *, in illuſtration 
and proof of what I advance, whether in ſuppoſed; 
letters from chambermaids, cookmaids, footmen, 


mechanics, &. &c, by way of humorous paintings, 


whether in periodical papers or in the comedies of 
the ſtage, but — one inquiſitive enough, (and 


competent enough/to do i 
perhaps follows fs adopted Model ( 
* reg 4 cerlain unden Aa mode 4 and terms; and 

then 
” » Naz but I will engage to SY in any STEAL on the, 
tage, or in any novel that ſhall be produced, (ta take fer 
inſtance that common character of life Mabe ha in almoſt all 
of them of a las maid or waiting woman) terms and phraſes 
none of that claſs of females ever made uſe of [through- 
their lives. Vet, may I be told, that many ſuch have ftaad; 


the teſt of the public. and had their effect; and this I deny not, 


bat with adding that this has not been, or is from the Hagar 


thian excellence of the . bat the * eye of 
that-yery public, 


* 


. plays ger inſtance, or of, n or 


i Es 


we ery ů _— . Wi ny 


then (infenñibly) falls into his own and writes fromm 
tumſelj; juſt as a man begins his letters with writing 
from a. new pen and good ink in a legible good 
hand, but after a time grows tired, as does his 
pen, till at laſt you can ſcarce read his writ- 


ing. As to myſelf, were I capable of, and in 


the way of writing comedy, farce, novel, or any 
thing elſe that required repreſentation of ' human” 
characters, I certainly ſhould endeavour from my 
own beſt intuition and diſcrimination, | (or, where 
they could not aſſiſt and inſtruct me, to my com- 
plete ſatisfaction, from enquiry in the very places 
where I might beſt learn) not only to paint the 
general manners, but that peculiar ſomething that 


| belongs to each of them, in order to give as 
nearly as I could their own very. terms, words, 


taſtes, or miſtakes, or ridicules, which I ſhould en- 
deavour to ſeize : and then, but not till then; en- 
deavour to repteſent; / Now when is all this done? 
—if you aſk people of the very claſs” you have en- 


deavoured to deſcribe, What do they conſtantly 


tell you ? why, that, no, © that is not THEIR repre- 


Jentalion. Aſk the Engliſhman at Faris, What ſort 


of an Engliſhman is given on their ſtage ; alk the 


Frenchman at London the ſame? no, this * © ſomes, 


+495 


thing unpoſſeſſed, as Prior obſerves on another: 


- occaſion, may not, methinks, be ſo ill applied : 
here ; and as what © corrodes and leavens all 
the 1 This, 1 * W ſee e ee 


e e, end 


n 
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and perhaps laugh at, when. the ata 


is perfeftly within their oum knowledge; but do 
they themſelves lay themſelves therefore leſs open 
to ridicule when they in their turn are to remark 
upon characters and things not in their own way ? 
not at alt; I remember once a muſician on read- 
ing, I know- not what I had been writing, but 


wherein certain particulars had occured about mu- 


: ſical connections or terms, after having read my 
writing, ſaid to me, q Sir, 1 muſt tell you, that 


though not of my profeſſion, I have no where 
caught you as I expected, expreſſing yourſelf in 
any thing you have ſaid about it otherwiſe than 1 
ſhould have done myſelf. Now this Sir, adds he, 
is what 1 ſcarcely ever meet with, and its. juſt 


the ſame with your great men as your little men; 


your Addiſons and others; whether in their Spec- 
tators or other famous books, continually are they 


wrong and miſtaken; Sir, continued he, they quite 


make me fick with their * pretty turns, —* fine 
quavers” and the reſt of it. Well, and how think 


you did this vety gentleman give forth his terms to 


me, think you, in ſome other matters, no matter 


what, out of his line, though very much within 
mine ? Why exactly, I do aſſure you, by mutato 


nomine Your pretly turns” and « your fine qua- 


vers, and ſo on. I then told this perſon as I would 


now, that were T deſtined to write about chimney- ; 


83 


„ OY 


-\weeping, the little boys of the profeſſion ſhould 
not have to wink and cut their jokes at my ſhame 


ful i ignorance of their black art, which I doubt 


not bas its je ne ſcais quoi of excellence and of taſte, 
whether it lies in the moſt agreeable or faſhionable 


mode of getting up the chimney or down the 
chimney, or on the top of the chimney or handling 


the bruſh, or expreſſing yourſelf properly about 
thoſe things, as the ſoot that ſurrounds them, &c. 


&c. innone of which would I, if under the obliga- 
tion to treat of it, expreſs myſelf all wrong if I 


ſpoke about them at all. No, the chimney-ſweep 
Je-ne -ſcai-quoi to be ſure my taſte would ſearch, 
catch at, quite con amore: That all this muſt now 
appear rather odd, not to ſay rather ridiculous, 


though ftill more, foreign to the preſent ſubjeR, 


to my reader, I am well aware, Yet I think he 


will preſently not ſay quite the ſame when I follow 
it up by informing him as follows, viz. 
Some time back, after having occaſi onally look- 


ed into Johnſon's | Dictionary, and not finding | 
| what I wanted, and this pretty often repeated, I 


ſaid to my ſelf, 1 vill look after Johnſon's expla- 


nations on two articles, I am fure to have been 
enough out of his o way, and if I am diſſatiſ- 
fied fo often in things that ſeem ſo much in his 
| way; let me ſee how he treats thoſe other matters . 
4 mean, che ſports of the field, and their connec- 
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tions, and the manly exerciſes or games we have 
in our country; things I am well perſuaded, nay - 
perhaps will be ſeen, he did not examine and look 
into, or Conſidered with all the reſpet it is ſeen I 
ſhould propole to myſelf ; in the inſpeQion of the | 
chimney-ſweeb ference. This then I have done ; - 
and am now going to give thoſe terms in my ſhort 
liſt along with the few others I have, with very little 
looking after, ſele&ed for the impartial examination 
of my reader, and conſequently, ſo far, of John- 
ſon's Dictionary; and I cannot forbear adding, 
before going on my lift, that as he vill among the 
Wreſt ſee ſome articles concerning fox-hunting, on 
which if I happen (as in truth I hope in all) not 
much to err in my accounts, it is not, I car affure 
both the Doctor, and his friend, from Eſprit de 
Corps (as will be remembered the Doctor ſaid of 
ſtupid Cibber for his writing well on ſtage matters) 
ince I do not believe I was ever a fox-hunting ten. 
imes-in my life; and I mention this, (as I might 
equally have done on ſome other ſubjetts, I have 
eant to particularize) I own, not in the Lexico- 
frapher's favour, as ſhewing bow incumbent on . 
im (and it will be ſeen how much he has 
hought ſo) it has been, to know, ſome how or 
ther, ſomething of whatever ſubje& he undertook 
give an account of ; which at leaſt Mr. Addiſon or 
thers had not done on muſic when they . talked 
F pretty turn and fine quaver ; nor my friend the- 

| E. 2 e  mubelan, | 
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4 muſician, as to whatever may have been the ſubje& 


of his ſimilar remarks or terms. 
And ſo I conclude my preamble, which Tal turn · 


1 a out to be longer than I had intended ur expec- 
ted. The articles I ſhall give in the irregular and 
unmethodical way I happened to fall upon them and 


then ſet them down in, as not caring to take the 


trouble of new copying the liſt (written before 


this) any more than I do what I am now writing. 
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Post. iſt Senſe, A haſty meſſenger . 4 
courier who comes and goes at ſtated times.“ 
2d Senſe, —* A quick courſe, or manner of tra 


velling. —To. Fosr, v. n. '" to travel with 
eo a 


Onss RVATION. | Ant the firſt ſenſe, this may be while © 
not Pe; which, if the term is here meant, (though 
not ſaid} for the carrier of poft-letters, implies an 
order of government and ſor which a taxed ks 

is fixed; all which ſhould have been marked. 

A. to the ſecond ſenſe, this, it is plain, may be done, 

and is done every day quite independent of the poſt, 
and as to the v. i, the ſame objection holds. Cc 
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A; MOUNT. « A mountain, ; a bill.“ 


"x 90” 
PLANET. FR Planets are the erratic or wander- 
ing ann. N | 


OBsERVATION. This does not appear to me a preciſe 
definition if I underſtand the terms of avandering and 
and erratic right; fince nothing is ſo regular and 

certain as their courſes, but let us ſee erratic in the 
Di8onary. | 
ERRATIC. iſt Beide ec Wandering, uncer- 
tain, keeping no certain order.“ | = 


2d Senſe, —“ Irregular, chapgeable.” 


OBse RVATION. This account of erratic, appears to me 
, true, and how does it belong then to planets ? As ta 
the 18 125 it to me mx icke ip the ane 


COMEDIAN. iſt Senſe, — 1 Player or Aftor 


of Comic parts,” 
gd Senſe, ! A writer of Comedies,” 


OssBRVATION. As to the firſt ſenſe, I have always un- 
8 derſtood the term to belong to an actor in general 
and indeed few actors play only Comic parts, beſide 
that one not a Tragedian may play parts in Comedy 
that are not at all comic but ſerious.— As to the 
third ſenſe, did any preſent Engliſh Gentleman ever 

5 hear of Comedian for a writer of Comedies 3 
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- Ones VATION, What a trio of bee 4 


, ERMIND. #8 Cloathed i in Erniine!" 


OssEAVvAT IO. More properly: methinks adorned with 


1 Ermine. 7 15 | 7 | 5 
e ee e,, e Wi 
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<a A LAKE. | ſt Senſe— A er diff jon bfi zu⸗ 
land water.“ 5c 4 5 | 
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x 24 eule. A nal plaiſhy wit abt io 


' Ons8RvaTION: The firſt ſenſe ſeems a very true one, as 
1 o the ear n me at leaſt Le w 


1 3 "SR > 1 


"6 How theſe few Weck of Lords — 
| 10 well known, appear to others I know] not; to 
me they appear ſtrangely miſtaken. | I have now. 
fallen on ſome in a way, I have ſaid 1 ſuſpected 
the accounts of, though not of the above, of theſs 
| take the following 1 1 1 


3 GREYHOUND. « A tall fleet dog that chaces 
| in ſight.“ | it 


| OnzxnvartiON. | Now the Greyhound does not char; | 
which term belongs to the hound, he purſues his game 
in fight, and not from the ſeent. Iwill not inſiſt chat 
more characteriſties might have been given, as to his 
-- ſhape or manner of purſuit, & c. though I think I 
may as to his talneſs, becauſe there is a breed of 
e that are ny ſmall ang: 12 beautiful. 


A HOUND. « A Dog ben in ts Mites,” * 


' Ons2 RVATION. Here then the term chace is allotted to 
the hound properly s but ſhould it not be ſaid hiv 
he is uſed in the chace; elſe, it ſeems pretty nearly 
the account of the Greyhound, not to mention that 
the Terrier, which I ſhall look for, (I gueſs without 


finding), always. attends a pack of fox-hounds in the 
+, e, 4: > 4 
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In losing FOR another word 1 have zul um- ; 
zu on one, (which in truth has been whit caſe with 


| moſt of the terms herein) that has quite aſtoniſhed 
me in a man who has lived fo much in even the 
great world of England ; = term. is, | 


EMBASSADRESS. « A Woman | 8 a 


public meſſage.” 


OsszR VAT ION. Firſt, 1 1 bad intagined that now we 


write Ambaſſador, &c. but next, does not every one 
know, that an Amb4/adreſe is only titulay, as wife to 
the Ambaſſador ? If I feel ſurpriſe here, I do believe 
I ſhall not feel it alone; beſides, what means ſent 
on A aro * we ſee not to whom nor from 


7 — 


HUN rn. "ths 00 One who: chaten animals fot 


paſtime.” - 
2. A Dog that ſeents game or beaſts of prey.” 


* to the rf Eule 1 do not deny but it is at times ſo 
uſed, thongh perhaps in general it would be rather 
ſaid that ſuch a perſon was a Jportman'; we ſay, 
ſuch a man hunts. very much or that he is a great 
hunter, or one with ſome other epithet, but by the 
word hunter, or a hunter ſtanding alone, we gene- 
rally mean a hunting horſe. We fay a good hunter, 
fine hunter, or 4 hunter without adding the word 
horſe. In regard to the ad. ſenſe, it ſeems totally | 
. Wrong. Such a dog is called @ hound, Then as to 
beaſts of prey, I ſuppoſe 50 packs of hounds to one 
through the kingdom hunt Hare and not Fox, and 
* to be ſure [though Lion and Tyger are] is not 


"UG 8 5 
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U 


( 22 1 ; 3 


a beaſt of prey. Then nee to 

beafts, it comprehends partridges,  pheaſants, &t+ 
which pointers and ſetting *. and , panisls ſcent. | 
| | What aninſtruftor ! | aſs 1% 2 
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"Whit looking into my 1 or page 1 150 
hunts and kunting, my eye caught in the oppoſite 
one the term Fufband, which to me appeared ra- 
ther curious and I ſtopped 1 my pen from what the 
Dodtor, &c. migbt call more vulgar or inſignificant 
4 articles; I will beg leave to Speak. 0 . n not 


without returning! to them. 


* 
S. 


HUSBAND. 1. © The corretadye to wife; a man 
_ married to a woman.“ „„ 47 7 
2. The male of animals. 
2 * An œconomiſt, a man who knows and prac- 
tices the methods of frugality and . 
4. « LM tiller of the ground.” . 
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In ede to the Grſ N . to. be 8 can 5 more 
proper. Of the ſecond, what does any reader of it 
5 | think? As to myſelf, it puts me in mind of what I onee 
heard of a Frenchman, who quarrelled with a woman, 
And not having the term of abuſe he wanted, he ſaid, 
on are begar, one great dog's. Vife.”' Yet if 

| the Doctor is right, I know not alter all that Moun- 
Fier was ſo wrong. As to the 3c 
appears to me that this term cannot be uſed, as put, 
+, -. landing alone; one who Bande well,.. Junderſtand, 
» but not @ huſband, for him who does ſo. Nor do I 


& ſenſe, again it 


enter into the 4th. ſenſe as it ſtands, thoughs buſband- ct 
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; To fans (from the noun.) - | . 
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1ſt. To ſupply with a huſband.” +» 
2d. “To manage with frugality.” 
3d. * To till; to cultivate the bos with proper 


mn men,“ 1 


Pot 
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* to the firſt ſenſe,. a aſk my — kent my 1 I 


* 


HUNTSMAN, * 05 One who | delights in the 


any] No, but I may afk them i! if they dreamt of 


Wm theſe _ things. from King, Solomon ? The fecond- 
ſenſe J believe 1 is very right, "The third ſenſe, ap- 
pears to me again to require ome additional words «hag 
make it true and modern rar an; 11 YUCNRT: 


—_ * — $ ww = 
a x * rf 
— 


RN » . I 
V2" * 4 LIES 


* — 


ee 
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'To which I cannot volt ſaying | that 1 it ſeems wonderful 
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chat a man who undertakes an explanation ol of Engliſh 
- terms for the public (alas bow much more for poor 
Foreigners !) ſhould not abet enquiry know terme 
ſo very common, or at work not enquire after them 


$4 When not Knowing them. Every one muſt ſee my ror 


ſion to this term be Funtſman in the "firft ſenſe ; E 
to the ſecond ſenſe, it is right enough as to 3 
ral mea ing; though by no means diſtinct; ſince rhe 
chacr is the 1 run when the game” is ſtarted; and the 
— to attend his hoünds at 217 t times, and on 
We occalions, ear Kegel and ouref 5 it. 


712 . 
2a 2:53 


wh A 


& To o COURSE, 1. To hunt; 10 paris?! 0A of 


DT 


2. © To purſue with dogs that hunt in view. "th, 
3. © To put to 3 5 to force to run! 07. 


> 


3 . 


"ia to the 4iftin&tions or F 3 8 
and hunting, what bas been already ſaid ſeems, I 

_ ſhould think ſufficient for a lady-reader . o ſee the 

coConfufion of terms in this Ai ſenſe ; nay and in the 
| ſecond till more. 80 much ſo, that it ſeems little 

naeceſſary to make any farther obſervation upon it. 

In regard to the third ſenſe I muſt confeſs my total 
| ignorance of its meaffing. This I will add, that here 
and elſewhere this work, and the French one before 

7 alluded to, axe a r to each . 


" * 


 COURSER. . LW A Foift borſe ; a war horſe.” * 
One who purſues the {point of courling 


bares.” 


To this firſt ſenſe I muſt 3 that the two \ definitions - 
' thus joined together, which I have always underſtood * 

to be meant as Hnonimies, ſeem to me to be very odd 
ones, ſince ſtriking me ag rather contrary things; 
e fleet horſe being fo very oppoſite to the ſtately 
... war horſe, As to the courſer being called a ſwift - 
7 horſe, i it appears very proper though equally i improper 

for the war horſe; the fecond ſenſe ſeems true enough, 

- ... only that ſtrictly ſpeaking it ſhould not be 1 
13 2 * . * deer are se e. 
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o HOUND, v. a. (from the We 
1ſt. © To ſet on the chace.“ 


2d. « To hunt; to purſue.” SIG 1 03H / 


And what ſays the ſportſman to theſe accounts? that 


Dr. Johnſon, nay and many other great men from 


their garrets may tell you that ſportſmen are 


poor creatures I well know. Vet the preſent Duke 
of Grafton, Lord Fitzwilliam, &c. Ec. now are, and 
Sir Robert Walpole and Lord Bolinbroke were 
hunters formerly. And what would they all ſay 


to ſuch accounts? Why they would not ſmile, but 
laugh. To hound, never before did they hear of 
moſt aſſuredly. And what means # ſet cn the chace ? 


Why they have about as little heard of it, any, 
more than they have of the next ſenſe, < Ts bound. 


« To hunt; to purſue.” In ſhort it js totally > 


ridiculous, and there is an end of it. 


Ls 


P. 8. I beg pardon, here is Tenninn, 5 1 


A TERRIER, « A dog who follows his game 


under _ * 


And this i is to be ſure a true account of the Wundert the 


Doctor gives the etymology with it, viz. Terrier, 


Fr. and from Terra, Latin. Whether he at all 
'knows which way, and how, and why the Terrier 


does this, others may gueſs at as well as me; nay, 
whether he even knows that a fox is that game. 
Were I to have been to give a'deſcyiption of this 
animal, it certainly ſhould have been more full ; 
and I think ſomething 1 in this way. 


1 


A ſmall 


tn) 


4 * | mall rathas long-back'd but pretty 3 44 by fox-hune. 
e.rs, and always attendant on a pack of fox-hounds in 
the field, and to be made uſe of when a fox is (as it 
is termed) run 10 ground; and then to be put at. the 
mouth of the earth (viz. bole) which it enters 
and purſues as far as it can up. to the fox, in order 
to worry him, while labourers with pickaxes are at 
work, liſtening to the cry, to know where to dig 
the ground that covers the earth, i. e. fox-bole. Since 
Dr, Johnſon does not ſeem to know even that foxes 
ever go into holes, however knowing Mr. Boſwell has 
told us he is in a vaſt variety of things, and even in 
orchards ; he to be ſure cannot know that theſe holes 
(i. e. earths) are made by and for the badgers, 
from which the fox excludes them, though I confeſs ic 
that here my erudition fails me alſo, and I really 
cannot pretend to tell how or which way. 
This might have been ſhorter, but ſomething of all this, | 
with the appropriate terms ſeemed e the de- | _— 
hs Se of this animal. 


CRICKET. 2d. ſenſe, 05 A ſport at which the 1 
contenders drive a ball with ſticks.“ f 


rland, 2 ee 


And what will the Duke of Dorſet, Lord Weltzp 


and Sir Horace Mann, fay to the definition? The game 1 N 
hardly need be deſcribed to the preſent ſocial manly q 
world; or at leaſt that bates are uſed and not ficks, f 


few. I believe need be told: the entire deſcription of 5 q 
wickets, bowling, catching, _—_— * e. Ec. is all | | 
pretty 270 ben. 


| GROUP, «ah e 9 a huddle.” 4 7 


To which I would affi what would have been the DoQor's 
friend, Sir Joſhua Reynolds's thoughts, when he ̃ 
was grouping bis * one of * hiſtorical paint- 
ings. f es 5 5 "i 

Manly, ' + "OY 


V 
N exerciſes; games and ſports, occur ag 10s _ 


BILEIARDS, « A kind of play.“ 


This aullity 1 really did not iomeinber: But I am not 
ſure I do not prefer it to the _ of its deſcription. 


r IVES. 1 t. «A kind of play with a bowl. 295 


420 


ire to this 10 1 1 3 moſt gentlemen of the world 
have in their youth at ſchool or elſewhere ſeen 


enough of the game, both in the country way of 


playing a ball againſt the wall with the hand, and in 


the better manner of boards or rackets, not to want 


a minute account of it here; or not to ſee the 
ſtrangeneſs of introducing a bowl. As to the ſecond 


fenſe, I would aſk whether Engliſh words no longer 


in uſe ſhould be introduced here, more eſpecially 
without qualification, whether from Shaſſpeare or any 
age elſe ; as to myſelf at leaſt I never before heard 
of the term ſo uſed. I add, that ſuch words occur 
without end, through this famous 5 | 


TENNIS, © A play. at which a ball i is driven with 


a racket.” | 1 
If che King of France's four S FR Roi, who have 


falaries of about ol. a year each, and attend the 


Court wherever it is, to play before the King or 
his Courtiers, were told that this is the account of 


their admired game, what would they ſay? This 


too is nough known to many. 


'To TENNIS, v. 4. en the noun) «To drive 


as A ball.“ Rel * 


To Tennis, no one ever heard of in any ſenſe, but what : 


Still 


this means to ſay, I do not gueſs. 


* 
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Still to return to a word of the Your: of the field, 
not to ſay.— ro SFORT. ee eee 


HUNT, (from the verb.) 


iſt. A pack of hounds.” 7. 565" gy TOM T's 
2d. « Achace.” ; Mee | | 
Ae I Purſuit.” 1 


A to the 1 hank,” I 3 it is not 8 to call a 

N 55 - gentleman” 5 pack of hounds bis bunt, including. how- 
. 5 ever its accompaniments; but by th e term of a hunt, is 
tes Hl believe more generally meant 4 ſociety or ſub- 
1 ſcription | meeting, as the Peiſty hunt, the Odibam 
. bunt, & c. and this, Dr. Johnſon I dare ſay never 
. heard a word of, or. cared a word about. As to the 
ſecend ſenſe (a chace.) it ſeems, placed more properly 
when the game is ſtarted, and as the production of 
the hunt; as to the third ſenſe it is figurative, or at 
leaſt alluſive to a Bunt, when uſed of a Mak purſued 3 
this fort of e error occurs continually. 


. * 
% * | TY of * — 
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Ws Dr. folnſoi has the de of Aifplaying 1 that 

| nicety of diſtinftion, of intyition, and knowledge of 
the Engliſh language, we hear fo much of; it would 
tire me, and probably my readers, to enter into ex- 
planations or perhaps niceties; about ſeveral of thoſe 
terms. I ſhalt therefore leave it to the reader, to do. 

it for himſelf, only ſaying t that to ſome of the terms 

I agree and to ſeveral not ; but it 'would' be endleſs. _ 

to enter on them: what I pen down on the ſubject of 


8 | 9255 only 


the — I * declared I Sire as a fetch 
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8. © To make progreſs, to advance.“ 


Ga) 
only; too happy if it could awaken other and better 
critics to go through the whole work ſo important. 
to Engliſhmen, tho' ſo much more ſo to Foreigners; 
who, I cannot forbear remarking, even over and 
over again, can be only puzzled and confounded 
inſtead of informed and taught our language from 
this Dictionary as it now ſtands. When I advance 
| this I really do it with pain, I wiſh to do every 
_ Juſtice to this work; poſlibly I ſee not truly what ſo 
many commend ; poffibly I overlook many excel - 
lencies; many difficulties it has overcome; and ſach 
as may out- balance the defects I have named, if 
they indeed are ſuch as I ſuppoſe : again and again 
would J urge the better inveſtigation than I give 
myſelf as being competent to; what ſtrikes me as 
true, I ſay ; let others examine better than I perhaps 
may have done, and N oy better. | 


1 


2 


To PROCEED, d. n. © To . from one thing 
or place to another.” | 

2. © To go forward, to the end Agne. 1 

3. © To come forth from a place, or from a 
. ſender.” — =” 

4. To go or march in ſtate.“ 

5. © To iſſue, to ariſe, to be the effe& of, 1 to be 
produced from 

6 . To proſecute any —: 

7. Jo be tranſaQted, to be carried on.“ 


9. cc To a 


F ? L 
. 


9. «To carry on judicia ol 
16. To tranſact, to act, to carry on any affair 
methodical ly.” 

11. To take into + to have its courſe.” | 
12. Tobe propagated; to come by generation.” | 
1 3..* To be png by the 3 efficient 

cauſe.” | 


I will thisonce ſay et g to eſe 13 am [vaſes I 45 
attributed to this one word; a thing I have done with 
no other ſuch, or ſhall ; if it cauſes any ore knowing 

and accurate examiner of the Englifh words and 


terms to do the Tame by this or any other | ſhall be 


; happy he may be able to ſpeak more pertinently 


and truly as to this than I can pretend to do, as 


well as to others I attempt not at all; but on lodking 


through theſe ſenſes, I did not feel ſatisfied; and 
ſomething then let me ſay to it, whatever it may 
be, tho? I really feel unequal to the taſk. 


big then I will ſay what idea I had entertained of the 


ſenſe of this word (I have ſtopped to aſk it of myſelf 


independent of this Dictionary) and if any one had 


queſtioned me how I underſtood the word Proceed, 
(that is, fo proceed) in our language, I think all 
that would have occurred to me to anſwer, would 


have been; that I underſtood it to mean, the going 


on from any. thing that had been begun, and in that 
ſenſe alſo. that it might properly be defined 7% be 


Produced from ſomething, and to be the effect of 4 cauſe : 


ſuch a thing proceeds from ſuch A thing; ; bat in this 
laſt ſenſe, it ſeems figurative: in the /izeral ſenſe, it 


| ſeems to mean only to go on from ſomething begun. A 
man who has travelled ſo far, and goes further, 
ſays, I proc cede (or went 8 in my journey; or a 


. 


ff — 0 


P. S. 


) . 


5 7 


- 
— 


man ſays in writing, after having already advanced 
ſomething, © I proceed. (i. e. go on) to ſay fa and 


ſo; and it appears to me that without multiplying 


"inſtances (called different ſenſer}, all muſt be included 
in this Angle ove ; or at leaſt varied only; as I have 


put it, to two; zearly the ſame: nay radically quite 


7 


ſo, In writing this, I do not look at theſe 13 ſenſes ; 


but juſt now when I did, it appeared to me that the 


Foundation of the term was not given, via. the 72 me- 


thing ſuppoſed to be begun, from whence the .word 


 preceed could only have any meaning at all: 4 " Proceſ- 
Mon for inſtance is a- nothing, till it is ſet off from 
its ſtation, and in its march: but I will now look 
again to ſee if what I now ſay ſatisfies me, which 
it is ſeen by no, means cuts the ſenſe i into 5 diſtin& 


Parts. 


On looking again, I do not fee ay to fetraR, let 


me however diſtinguiſh here (a little in the way at 
leaſt of /pnonimes Francois) and fay that the term pro- 
coding | I think means (poſſibly too from corruption} 
a man's acts, withwut ſuppoſing a ſomething, they 


come from; but yet, that the verb is not uſed without 


pre · ſuppoſing that ſomething, to come from : and 


conſequently, that theſe 13 ſenſes ſeem chiefly 
a dilinttion without a di Herence, and one or two of 


whom to my apprehenſion not quite accurate, viz. 


the 6th and 1oth for inſtance, . 1 think the 


11th. I. 


122 


2. Feigned; imaginary. 1 N 


3. Not 


# 


real; not true. 


of the fame ſenſe put into viker 1 which I have 


bg * 


FICTITIOUS. Where three ſenſes are given, viz. 
1. Counterfeit; ;:falle ; not ee 


Now to me theſe three given ſenſes, lovin 0 repetitions 


7 | wiſhcd 


A Tn 26 9. : ; op 
4 th. ade tr 6 . . 


e 9. 25 wo . 5 8 
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- © - wiſhed to mark in this one inſtance, without ſearch⸗ 

ing fox apy other of the ſame ; but this I would re. 

| mark here too, which is that the Doctor gives us ſic- 

f |  _ . _ tiqus as well ag fictitious; ; 5 to me is, if a reals, 
72 onuſual, yulgart term,” 


** ” 
; : ; 4 > Mg" +> 
— 3 * * * 4 . wt » - ny 


. * 
Meets my exe "heyy and 1 a am ready and happy & to ſay 


with "or ſenſes, o all which, I gen . 
ſeribe. 5 


TIE | * 
18 og N 


CUDGELL, 3 A Rick to Arike vi ” 
, © To croſs the Cuagells! is to yield.” 9 05 


A Cudgell in the 1 ſenſe means more — a common 

| Rick, it has a wicker baſket bandle to it, and is uſed 

in an amicable conteſt among countrymen, who 

mutually ſtrike and parry (fo far like feneers) blows 

aimed at the head and perſon by each combatant, 

ttill one has a broken head and Thews blood, Which 
z, the token of victory, and this is ſo common, in 

| the country that it ſeems odd to me the Doctor ſhould 

here too ſeem to know nothing of the matter. As to 

the 2d ſenſe I can ſay nothing ſince there I know 

nothing of the matter; it however ſeems to mark 
ſomeching of a game even for the Doctor, nay and 
EL which __ have carried him to =P 1 „ 


dire . 
To CUDGELL, « To beat t with, 2 Rick. w L 5 10 


3's To this what is ſaid nd may be applied, not but y - ; 
| it is ſo ſaid commonly enough, but then it ori⸗ 
AQAinates ſurely from the country play br conteſt, as 
dieſeribed above, and ſo well known almoſt to every | 
body befides' Dr. Johnſon, that Ny oy find the a ac- 
5 count "Ry tireſome.” 4 1 
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' GALLERY. 1. © A kind of walk ans: the floor 


you 


9 — 5 4 n 
——— — 2 — —— 9 to BAL 8 


"i of a houſe no which the doors of the apart-. 
| | ments open.” 55 | 
1 gd. The ſeats in the pſayhouſe a the pitt in 
_—_ which the meaner people ts” 
D 0 How far the Duke of Northumberland would aſſent to 
. | this for his noble gallery at Northumberland-houſe, 
a — *** or the Duke of Bedford for his at Bedford-houſe, 
| Wy 1 with a long &c. through the kingdom for their better 
\ | 1 9 or worſe gallerys I know not; but if. I ſay this js 
10 1 N conſummate vulgarity or ignorance, in confounding 
6 a narrow paſſage of an inn, &c. for a gallery, will 
bi: ie a P 8 3 0 alley, 
0 i the admirers of the idol anathamatize mer, they 
i" 1 „ fies 1 they eee The ſecond ſenſe no one will 


——_— 


d (* explicit: as every one knows, . 127 5 


* 2 7 
"ez G 
2 22 ANNE * 
— = 


onus. 1A ſet of i ieps to paſs fi from one en- 
cloſure to another.“ 


But 99 tiles out of 100 of 5 ales od th country, 


have furely no Reps at all. | 
ANECDOTE, « | Something yet anpuifiet ſe- 


cret hiſtory.” 
P. S. I recolleQt that Mr. Boſwell 8 a ed Life 
of Johnſon is made up of anecdotes from private 
* Converſations and events. 


What Lat leaſt underſtand by ahendlotes, is, particular little 
occurrenges or facts that have happened in the ſocial 
world, which acquaintance in ſociety. re late of one 
another, 175 guite Independent of e,, What the 


| Doctor 
— ö * 
% 
oY 
4 * | 
| , 
7 = 88 *— 


„„ bs 2 
dor ſays. in regard to printed hiſtory I do not deny. 
but there are things out of printed books, as well 


as in them, that command the nn of the ſo- 
* world: | 


+ 


mn eto" 


LIGHT, 00 That quality or action of wenediun 


of ſight by which we ſee,” 


There are ſeven tn given to this term „ but 1 wiſh only 
to attend to this one, of which in truth the reſt 
chiefly, appear to me (as I have thought elſewhere) 
rather repetitions, qr figarative applications, , than 
variations; but to this given ſenſe, (if I underſtand 
the wording perfectly right, which I am not abſo- 
lutely ſure 1 do) will not every one object, as not 
being the explanation of the term itſelf, but of i its 


effect on our fenſe, in ſeeing it? If wecould for a 


moment ſuppoſe all mankind deprived of fight (as 
above deſeribed) lght would ſtill remain to be de- 
fined as now, and certainly as one of the moſt ſtrik- 
3, 08 not to ſay wonderful objects of nature, and for 
gh that very reaſon, am 1 the more ſurpriſed at finding 
it thus overlooked by 2e man of ſcience ; yet in the 
article of water, Dr. Johnſon ſays every thing that 
could be ſaid on zs ſo curious component globuley, 
+ with, their ſurpriſing poroſity, &c. &c. very ex- 


plicitly and ſatisfactorily, and does he not equally 
know (yes ſurely) that light too is a material fub- 
" ance, confiſfing of particles of matter ſo minute as 


to-be far indeed out of the reach of microſcope, nay 


as even hardly to come within our conceptions of _ 


that minuteneſs; and endowed with a degree of 
velocity ſo aſtoniſhing, as to be in the contempla- 


5 1 tion of it almoſt painful to aur imaginations ; ſince 


one book of . aſtronomy will tell you that light 


1. flies at the rate of more than a hundred and fixty 
Pe | RM e 


— 


NES nb miles every ſecond of time, or being ef 


Let me now to vary the ſcene turn to be accounts 


I 


wean 1 


Fe "Dir 


» Rs ſpirit appearing after death.” 


(489. 


Hoes 28 of CR agar „ 


* — £ 


«<<: 2603116 257 2 vn « 


of. thin of, Eren, as FF real, while ak mag inary 


U 


on es. 4 


E 


RNMATD;” ig A "fra Woman.” ; 


Ou does Dr. Johnſon injegine thire: are 4 women ? If 
not, he ſhould call this à fabulous or imaginary 
being; 3 n 1 ben e property one of ae 


WITCH, . A woman a hien t unlawfül bw 
| {Sacriligious arts would wethinks, | have been here 
more apt than unlawful.) | 


That the Doctor does not decide 1 1 there are, any more 
khan that there are zo witches, you have told us, 
"© - (the doubt is pretty well) and in that caſe ſhould | 
2 he, (I fay ze), 9 them here, as he would- | 
1 Fre — = "=O 


ay IT CHCRAF 1. Ka "Edcutnnt, «6 


£4 —2 *. 42 2 
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GHOST; 1. , « Therfout of Man, 


N 


Here again is an aceount as of a certain i thing which 


- I hardly need comment upon, 1 will only ſay, (and 
95 to Mr. Boſwell); this, among others, is an odd 
wie; a» | arcompanyment, e n Prof of a great mind 
R d. . hy | Is 


| 47 * 5 
To GHOST, 1. ah (from: the bun) ' 1 Fo 0 ay. 


up the ghoſt. 1. 
To GHOST, v. a. re bannt with apparitions of | 
- departed men.” | 7 e | 


I 220 che two Verbs 8 21 noed I ak; 7 es 5 
man heard, of ether befor ei yes, it may be anſwered, | 
ſiuce for the firſt, Sidney is quoted; and for nero 
Shakeſpeate. low thoſe to whom that uffices, uſt - 
judge for thetnſelves; both here and for eber a ; 
ever through this Dictionary; but as to myſelf, Here, TT * 
and in all thoſe inſtances, I cannot forbear exching | SER 
ing, —alas! pꝛor foreigners Who are e ww of 
0 . the Lern language! | ES 


7 
7 + *% 


o 4 * 
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LE with the Whilp,. — 1 ACK vi ibs 1 


thern. CCP „ e 264 8 


« It is a round figure | in the graſs, in dige liks 


r 


14 


* 


and like a dpa ne of twigs. ſet on ate bey 


haunt. burying- places, places of « execution, and 
dunghills. They follow thoſe, that run away, and 
fo from tliaſe that | follow them. ' Their matter 
ſeems to be phoſphorous, prepared and raiſed 


from putrified plants and Ke by the heat 
of the ſun . | 


1 have inſerted this articls from its 7 ne) equional 8 

_ © account of the matter. The laſt lines, and indeed 
ſiome omitted, ſeem. to deſeribe a natural cauſe for 
: theſe appearances, but others {beſides the term of 
bunt) ſeem I think to glance. at ſomething mre 3. 
particularly, the circumſtances that 1 have iralie'd, 
and not 1 own without wonderment. It igleft'with | 
' the reader, to exerciſe his 'own reflections both 
> the relation and the writer of 1 it, not but "what 


ay | 


1 
uſt 

: * 
1 


4, 


{ . 


If the anaccountable fa be a true one, facts ſhall 
here, as 1 855 where, ſtill command my En. 


ORACLE. „ Something delivered by pers | 


eee wiſdom.“ | 
. © The place where, or perſon of Whoul the de- 
e $2708 of heaven are enquired. 1 
3. © Any perſon or place where certain deciſions 
are obtained.” ; j 
4. © One famed for wiſdom.” 1 
Will any one here differ with me in the ſame objection to 


this thing of the imagination being, as before, de- 


ſcribed as à reality? I hope not. To the 2d ſenſe, 
the ſame applies ; ; of the zd, I do not perfeRly ſee 
che accuracy or the clearneſs. As to the 4th ſenſe, 

I can no ways come into it? when ſo uſede it is figu- 
| ratively 5 and the ſame occurs continually. . You . 
might as well deſcribe angel © a fine woman;“ or, 

if you will, «© a woman that a man is in love with” 
which woman, by the by, might, at the ſame time, 
be a monſter to you or me. Ex. Gr. Dr. Johnſon's 


Tatty;—the Doctor's agreeable Ladin term for 


Mrs. Johnſon®. on oh 7 
; -£* | o : 4c 


ORACH; A Plant. 

As this word happens to ſtand 3 above oracle, 
it has caught my eye, and I inſert it as one inſtance, 
among innumerable others where no deſcription of 
the plant (the ſame as often of animals, &c. Kc.) 
is given, ſo that who is the wiſer for the account 
Which! is here inſerted, or elſewhere? | 


OY 


Her eden ende may be fs very completely EXAYONSED by the 


Doctor's faithful AA TI and e Mr. . in his late pùbli- 


20 


cation. 


„ 5 \ 


C 49): 
To ENCHANT, v. a. 1. To give efficacy to 
6 3 ſongs of ſorcery.” 1 
2. To ſubdue by charms or ſpells.” ; 
5 . Jo delight in a high degree.“ 


Here as before I have the fail objection of as two firft 
- _ being imaginary, and the third . Moon 


enn 


ENCHANTMENT. 1. Muſical charms; ſpells; 


incantation.“ 
2. Irreſiſtible influence; overpowering delight.” 


To both theſe ſenſes che above objections apply the ſame. 


Jan 


HERO. : 
« A man of the higheſt. claſs i in any eg 


The firſt ſenſe I ſuppoſe to be very right, but if the ſe- 

5 cond i is ſo, Sir Iſaac Newton ſhould methinks be a 
Hero; Which 11 imagine no one will call him. Nay, 
Doctor, be it your own eminent ſelf, and I will even 
fink for you, friend. Bozzy, the faithful valet de 


" chanbre, will it hold water even, then Fs 


2 


3 Monarch; FM governor.” 


Might it not be replied to this, that every King or Mo- 
narch is Supreme Governor. But every Supreme N 
en is not Ling or Manar. 


* 


15 KING, v. a. (om che noun) 
"© TH fupply with a King.” OE 
2. „T0 make royal; to raiſe to royalty.” „ 


"And will any aſk bete What is che authority for this, 2 
Wet care? J mean as to both firſt and ſecond ſenſes. 
VF . 
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ad. Senſe. A young Man.“ i 


- > Though laſt not leaſh in favaur. | 


his own ſearch in the Oy itſelf. \ 


Li ] 3 
introduce this inſtauee of verb from the noun, which 
I have continually ſeen in Johnſon, while no where 
elſe ; at, leaſt ſhould not ſuch unuſual terms be 
. marked as /ach? Some few times I ſee ob. for ob- 
folete affixed, but in truth very rarely ; and on alt 
| theſe occaſions it is the foceigners that I conſider and 
Pity, for as to us, we can hardly be miſled. As 
' theſe few quotations are given merely for a ſketch, 
and in the hope of awakening ſame abler and mare 
laborious critic to the taſk of more complete exam - 
nation, or rather correction of this Dictionary, 
here will 1 ſtop with what appears to me mif. 
repreſentations, and which in truth have I think all 
come in my way without ſeeking. But I never open 
the book any where wikis Aa ſomething O. | 
object to. 
'1 think I will now fee for ſome 3 to my tel, at leaſt, 
. unintelligible; and I own if the not knowing perhaps 
2 fifth part of the words through the book, whether 
in any ſenſe, or in their trye ſenſe, implies groſs ig- 
norance of Engliſh, to me muſt. it be imputed. 
P. 8. A freſh term has caught my eye, for the inſertion of 5 


which 1 ſtill venture that delay with Kay. candid r rea- 
der's RO, Viz. 


ow 


GROOM. ft Senſe. « <A boy; a waiter; a 
a ſervant.” "7 08; 


3 


24. Senſe. © A man neuly ZE 75 


FI 


This article is ſurely a curious one; 3. ww, if . 
* outdoes the uſual outdoings.” It (as juſt faid) | 


caught my eye by accident, and when I had hoped to 
have concluded my lift. But when is had caught my 


eye u vu 1 own, to me, vrekihle; ſq here, Reader 
it 
'® I could 8 with the 8 to ſee how far I fay © true or not by 


— 


ta) 


m i open r en fale and true inſpe&ion ana 
examination, as it has I hope been to mine; z not to 
ſay deduction, as far as it may, from the connee- 
tions of nature and from atalogy, lead to infight 
or preſumption, from thente, of the definer's dif- 
cernment and diſerimination on other occaſions at all 
fimilar or congenial with this before us. | 
To me this article appears uncommonly extraordinary, in 
not having one of the terms, through the three given 
| ſenſes, 4 true one *; and how much increaſed is 
the ſurpriſe from the confideration that hardly any 
man, living in the preſent ſociety of the Engliſh 
world, can, I ſhould think, poſſibly not know that 4 
groom is a livery ſervant, whoſe ſole office is to look 
after (not the coach-horſes, &C. &c. but) the my 
'* horſes of his maſtef, * 
| The term of groom is alſo (as I ſhould have is avi no ons 
ſo far connected with, even the great world, as 
Dr. Johnſon was, could be ignorant of) applied to 
more than one office at Court; as © groom. of the 
ſtole ;** © grooms (or gentlemen) of the King * 
bed- chamber; not to mention ſome few others in 
the King's houſehold ; as IP one yy = in he Red 


( 


Book. 


will Mr. Boſwell, . to wii re 
ſeen elſewhere, call all this (if he is at all con- 
ſiſtent with himfelf, he will, nay and | ſhould; ) trifles, 
0 lf Rn +: and 


2 After, I confeſs it, even ſome 1 wonderment at . could have 
induced Johnſon to name a new married man, a groom; 1 recolleed the 
term of bridegroom 3 but that is, though if you will a compound word, yet, 
4 word at all, only when both ſyllables are expreſſed, and of which word 


bY. groom, is only half; if otherwiſe, by.the ſame rule, we may call a fans 


cake, a tale; a ſaucepan, a pan; Hayy 3 goldfmith or falverjmith, a 8 3 . 
a 9 -focket a os and fo on in e | 


od 
OS OLA EA ION arts Bo 
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and fo0d for. caller; ſpots, no one chin ks of, in 


his fun of tranſcendency? If ſpots they only be, 
if nuge they really are, then I vill add, —“ he 


nuge ſeria ducunt in mala; and from the very 
law of analogy I have hinted at above, which 


every intelligent man will comprehend, and I flatter 
' myſelf even agree with me in; though not one, 
(I well know it), of the overflowing number of 
unintelligent men of this age or world: and yet, 
nay and almoſt to them, if“ from pede, Hercu- 

lem; 
are exactly the ſame, to deduce or infer? Nor, if 
we do, vill nature and her analogy, believe me, 
| betray us or themſelves in our ſo doing; as J hope 


9» 


is it not alſo from “ pede, Pigmæum, we 


I may, or have, through this ſhort eſſay, in one 


ſhape or another, demonſtrated to ſuch eyes as 


will truly ſee, and truly ſeek. 
Let the reader forgive, if here, at the end 


of my critical ſcrutiny of this my very ſmall ſelec- 


tion of verbal definitions, (he is at liberty to en- 


large it, and I really believe without quite loſing 


his critical labour if he does), J have ſomewhat 


exceeded its limits ; how far my reader may fol- 


low me in my preſent excurſion I know not, or 


| how far he feels (ſhall I ſay indignantly) as I do 
on this preſent occaſion of examining thas fingle 

liltle article. But as to myſelf, 1 own, that I am, 
' while in the aft of doing it, ſtruck, not quite 


complacently, with lurpriſe:; at not only Mr. Boſ- 
5 wells 


—,, 


„ + 

well's but many other unqualified, I had Ae 
ſaid extacies, on a work of which this could be 
(and I would for argument's ſake, ſuppoſe this the 
only one of the ſort) one of the component parts. 
Suppoſe I were to aſk where any printed book, in 
the loweſt claſs of literature, and on whatever 
ſubject, could be found, with any one paſſage, 
in any part of it, equally miſtaken, equally defi- 
cient, ſhall I not fay equally abſurd, with this 
paſſage ; and I have already ſaid, I deſired none 
of the other articles t to be 1 N forward in aid 
of my teſt. e 
Wi this om will I reſign to my reader's 
reflection, both the very few articles I have ha- 
zarded my judgement upon, as alſo that judgement ; 
which J have i to his conſideration and his 
eritieimmn. 

And now then here follows a ſmall ſpecimen. 
of the hard words juſt alluded to, words I do 
not recolle& having met with before: that they 
are all new coined ones I pretend not to ſay, how 
far or how many of them may be admiſſible, I alſo 
decide not: of ſome, I own my entire ignorance; 
and that it never occurred, to me at leaſt, to make 
uſe of any one of them, I am very certain: ſhould 
not ſuch words, then, though only for the ſake of fo- 
reigners, (as in truth how many of the other words) 
| have ſome ſort of diſtinctions, at leaſt, or marks, 
put upon them? the words are theſe, all which I 


found in a manner , though to be ſure, 


4 
| 
I 
; 


1 oy 7 
| | 
j 
| ( 54 Y 
| nd . ſearched through. the DiRtonary, I could. 
i 4 bave found others much more to my purpoſe : 
„  Viz.—Consrtrrion—Consoriation—Con- 
Wi 4 . ee eee SPICUITY—CoN+- 
al SPIRANT — CONSPECTABLE — ConsoNEOUs — 


 Conseuacation—and to finiſh the ; COn-com- | 

pounds with a word whoſe error, if it has any, is 

not ahtruſeneſs:.— Cox srABLESHIr. All theſe pro- 
ceed from Latin learning, and ſurely if they are 

praiſe-worthy, the more uſeful coinage of the, I 
believe not deeply-lettered, Brown, of taſteful 
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| memory, ſhould not have been ſo long ridiculed 
| as it was; I mean the noted one of capability. 
; But let me add another ſmall batch, which I 
; Lincy will procure me more aſſent to it, than the 
Wii: above little collection may have done, inaſmuch 
11TH as we have fewer Grecians amongſt us than Lati- 
| ! | niſes; the words are theſe, Viz.—PARASYNAXIS, 


3.18 (and here I will add the definitions, I will not 
Fl © fay tranſlations, left Mr: Boſwell be angry with 
. me), a Conventicle—PARANYMPH, one , who leads a 
hride to her marriage—PARECORIAL, having the 
| | power in medicine to comfort. —and (to conclude 
_ - 0 one I hope not leſs waa than was con- 
1 _ I ne tin | his he having uſed the term 
tl. I turned to the Dictionary for greater certitude, 
as to my term; where, lo! I found it not, I own, Vet it is 
ſeen TI ſuppreſs it not. For as to myſelf it flill ftrongly-to 


me appears that: I have ſeen it in good * wh a ee 
via not deſpair quite of a AS e 


J . * 2 25 if AE a fs = 
. Frente jak, Lb rnb honor 7 
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„„ 
fablefaip in the Latin derivations) Pax v 


4a Preternatural Jmeliong, or ſore, under the root 
of the nail in ones finger, a—(what think you 
reader)-—Whitlow . (no quotation) ; but let the moſt 
ſerious and candid examiner declare, if he doeg 


not find many other. Greek terms anglicized in a 
moſt unwarrantable, not to lay fe JR 
through. this Diftionary. 


F it this un of hard | 


words (for I will join vo other appellation to them), 
| but a few' more thoughts have fince occurred to 
me, which as relating to a fubjeQ, (whatever be 


my treatment of it) I can but eſteem very truly 


important, 1 am unwilling to ſuppreſs; and for this 
reaſon, that though the majority of thoſe thoughts 


ſhould appear little worthy of notice, yet if 2 | 


nay only one of them, happens to do otherwiſe, I 
can never repent the baving ſet e forth, or the 


public blame me for it. 1 
- 4 will farther obſerve then ther in ble n | 


lars than 1 have hitherto. mentioned, or at leaſt 


chat 1 have only glanced at, this DiQionary ; appears 
reprehenſible; and to want correction or improve 


ment, to be of that uſe to the Englift nation and 


to foreign ones, they muſt univerſally wih it to be. 


though I have given a linle lift of Engliſh words 


that have ſeemed (and I flatter myſelf nat lefs fo. 


my readers than 9 1588 7 de- 
fined, 


As further proof of this, F have reflected that 


— 


. 686) 

lined, yet that T have not minutely looked 0 the 
nicer diſtinttion of terms that may, not only have 
been given as ſynonymous, but received: as ſuch 
inaccurately. I have before remarked that Doctor 
Johnſon had manifeſtly, proceeded on quite a diffe- 
rent not to ſay contrary principle from the writer. 
of the little French work called Synonimes Fruncois, 
even to the huddling together, as. ſuch, words that 
have a very diſtantly- connected analogy, one with 
the other, if almoſt. perhaps, at times, even apy 
at all; far indeed from dividing and ſubdividing 
meanings as that delicate and I may almoſt lay — 
tuitive French refiner and writer (if my memory 
does not deceive me, for it is long ago, indeed, 
ſince I ſaw. the work) to me appeared to have ac- 
curately and truly done. —I have therefore be- 
thought me of try ing a ſpecimen or two of the ſame 


kind, though only as example for ſame future and 55 


much more able attempter of the ee 
Let me chen be allowed to offer now the elde 
: ing four terms to the conſideration of my. Reader, 
and to you, Mr. Boſwell, along with my W 
attempt of diſting ion between chem, viz. 
Sala . ; Þ T BNETRAVION. 8: Digcann= 
MENT. 4. JUDGMENT. 5 
Theſe 7255 qualities or powers of the nid of 
man, ee to 1 85 uſed (not uncomptonly at. (endl. - 


. I : N 5 my 5 2 
* - + 3 
\ * 


1 have 
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I have looked into johnſon as any one elſe may 


86, and ſee ho˙ far he does, or does not do the 
fame. How far theſe ternis are now, or ever have 


been diviſible in their ſenſes, I pretend not at all 


to determine. Uſe, nay corruption, at length be- 
comes authority, and then, even litbrary lau, per- 


haps idiom. Vet it will be granted, if now there 


are any viſible ſhades of meaning in theſe words 
extant, it muſt be worth while to attend to them ; 
and then certainly the writer who tan catch the 
| preciſion of idea that may belongto either of them; 


will write with the moſt grate, precifion, aer | 


every thing. - 

Were I to attempt what Mr. Boſwell tidy calls 
the arduous taſk of definition and diſcrimination 
(as far as now any can be here) of theſe four terms, 
it ſhould methinks very much be; as follows, viz. 


I. Of InTvition I think I ſhould ſay it meant 


ſomething till higher than its kindred term of 
PzNETRATION; and, as being a capacity of man, 
(literally ſpeaking) only ideal, ſo, that it ſhould 
| be uſed vith general caution, ether 
| / ale poſſibly, 
conſidered as an admitted licence of language. Next; 
as to PgenEtTRATION, ſince manifeſtly the figure 


er 


from a teal mechanical piercing into any ma- 
terial ſubſtance, it may, even from thence, mes 
thinks; appear below intuition ; while ſtill a Capas 

city of the mind of ſeeing truly, rather from in - 


ſin | 
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„ 5 
ſtin& than reaſon. Next and gdly, I ſhould con- 


ceive that DiScERNMENT implied a power of the 
mind lels exalted in its nature than the two former 


terms, and had poſſibly ſome mixture in its compo- 
ſition of both penetration and judgment ; which Jupe- 
MENT, the 4th ſenſe I ſhould ſuppoſe to imply 
much more the exerciſe of ratiotination and the 
comparing of cauſes with their effects, than either 
of the former three terms ; as alfo, that it includ- 
ed our actions, or exerciſe of our rational powers, 


as well as the ſeeing them; whereas INTU1T1ON or 


PENETRATION into other minds, may, and often 
does, exiſt with little if any into our own." 
I have this once made a little eſſay here, though 


5 it be only for an example given, to be indeed ſupe- 


riorly followed. And as I have. done this, and 
as it were broke the ice a little before : me, I am 
tempted to proceed ſomewhat farther than 1 had 
intended, and ſo as to conſider a pair of terms that 
occur to me not without ſome difficulty of ſeeing 
their exact meanings and whether entirely Hnony- 
MOUS Or not. The two terms 1 allude to are 
c TO MIX” and * ro MIN GLE; and how would 
you, Mr. Boſwell, or how would any one elſe de. 
wn them? No otherwiſe 1 fancy than as does 
Dr. Johnſon, and as I myſei! I think muſt do, viz. 
_— TO MIX. TO MINGLE, c;“ and“ To MINGLE. 
TO Mix, Kc. I have laid down my pen for 
ſome minutes, in order. to look as minutely as 1 


can 


4463 


can ãnto the ſenſes theſe terms do or may convey 
to my mind; the reſult of this, Mr. alipfurt, 
1 to take as follows; viz . 1 0 
1ſt. I have ſaid, that I know not Ace ee 
| beim differently ; and yet it is manifeſt; we do not 
uſe them perfectly indifferenth, like numberleſs 
other terms :we-heceflarily ſo uſe in our language. 
We ſay for inſtance that we mix our oil and vine- 
gar, and perhaps muſtard, together, ſo as to unite 
or incorporate one into the other; but no one 
would ſay he mingled his oil, vinegar, and muſ- 
tard together. Mingle appears to me rather a poe- 
_ tical: than proſerterm; it ſeems to carry (though 
I know not why) elegance along with it, and I 
have elſewhere ſaid, I thaught Johnſon ſometimes 
(nay and for that very: reaſon) applied it impro- 
,perly.. If what I now: ſay is right, and that the 
Awo terms cannot be, at hazard, uſed to one and 
he ſame purpoſe, it muſt follow, that: they are. nat 
| en and true ſynonymes. A 0 
Shall IL offer this word Santhen, ad aſk, 'whether 
1 mingling ſubliances together, may not imply the in- 
cor porating them together leſs, than mix does? And 
farther, whether it may not carry ſome ſort of ap- 
pearance. of . analogy, _ as, to ſolid. ſubſtances,, to 
what, ſprinkle, implies, in regard to fluid or watery 
ones ?—And if ſo, ſomething methinks appears of 
dropping or dripping to come in. If for inſtance 
I ſcattered or rather dropped a parcel of ſeeds, 
or a barcel of flowers, or leaves of flowers, into a 
„ er e baſket ; 


{ 60 ) 
baſket ; ſo as to mix them together, ed not 


here properly, nay tore properly, ſay; of unt aft 


of mine, that I mingled thoſe. ſubſtandes together 


than that I Mined them; which. it is plain willi then 
not. bey incorporated together: as: my ſuppoſed Gil | 


and Vinegar, would. All-this:Leoofeſs; little ſa- 


tisfies me, but it would much doſſo to ſeei a literary. 
dittator on 
terms hereafter at leaſt, if not now 1 am then 10 : 
begin, however, with the excluded monarob, and 
take from him ks mingle, and plate dit uatight for 


on 13018. Ne 2 £1627] 1 5 * rt H. nel Gt : 


his chrone; to urder me how to uſe tlie 


Does Mr. Boſvell i imagine 1 lay all thigae have, 


or thall, ſay any ching elſe ſimilar to it, from an 
motive or enducement in me, except the r bono 
_ pubjico; and as a. private conſideration What's 


Hecuba to me or I to Hecuba? Asa public one, 


and myſelf conſequently one of the number, this 


Dictionary is doubtleſs, ſomething, nau great deal. 
Nor let Mr. Boſwell or any other ſtiukler ſay I 
look after defects preferably to perfeQions; ſince 
that: is preciſely: what 3 it is my buſineſs here; and 


foul | 0 Wente « wenn is mine my 
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A oreat t firs is 1 on cipmblogics and WE” as 
als on aurhorities, either of ba ch 1 ould regard but very 
little, iat all. As obedient ſubjett, Iſhouldwiſh implicitly to give 
credit 0 my moparch - dictator on all thoſe occaſions, without 


them; as concluding, (ſince approved dictator) be maſt know 


| It all better than I could do eyen after his information, and 


both etymology and quotation are very ſecondary objects, ſo I 
nave wy: meaning given me fikbfully and accurately; | 


\ 


6 
I tiend, and ſhould. be ours. P 


not look after them |. — 2 
or any where. But to expeft from me, what I 
ſee all around, favouritiſm ; and then, falſe in{pec- 
tion, here as, any+ where, vain will be the expec- 
_ tations; I remember many years ago ſhawing one 
af this aderers, Lexiphaves ; which certainly, per- 
haps with exaggeration; ſhewed enough of repre- 
_ thenfibleithings for a true critic, nay ſtill more, true, 
{Lday: ave) friend, of ohnſon sto have ſeen, andi 
Wiſhed ahem. arrafted. ' What think + yol;: be 
aig to me: Why that Lexiphanes himſelf erred in 
m waiting: a4 much ſome different way, ani th 
as oh; Mes my buſineſs here is to give examples, 
nt Mr. Boſwell, ofothat / amazing perſpicuity you 
tell usrof in the acuteneh of definition manifeſted 
through Johnſon's definittons of his: 4exms; (the 
Aiſhanlty and. honſequem ij werit of which you add 
Is exgjerioentally kbown to yourſelf from private 
attemptseand trials df ;yolr ows;: or as vou'expreſs 
it, by term, of which Mr. Boſwell wilt forgive 
me, (nam that we atę got pretty deeply: into crity- 


cal diſauſſibn) if I aſł aſter the minuieneſs of aptx⸗ 


nd to the oceaſion: J mean; tie term of tudy, 
r thoſe your private eſſays at theſe.definitiqns :) 
| no; hey L ſay; to give ex | es, and due honours 
3 theſe deſinitiobs, of exaftiuzde as well 

as of difficulty / let me, (however I may, and indeed 

| ee Boſwell s allertion, though Þy! np 


means 


TOPS 


( 
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ü the extent Mr. Boſwell puta it at), on the 
contrary, for ſuch is my office) give examples of the 
very contrary; and I vill hope that what is above 
advanced on the occaſion; will free the from all | 
ar dp intention in the endea vou. 
One or two. more inſtances of amazingly; def 
cient particulars” in this Dictionary, have, Caught 
my eye (ab in truth almoſt all my examples have 
done) quite by accident; and even aſter T-thought 
'T had cloſed'my account; but their temptatiohs 1 
could not reſiſt, as ſtill freſh food to my Bm ar- 
dent wiſh of a reformed Dictionary of our language, 
and indeed freſh argument for the want: of it.” An 
does Mr. Boſwell imagine after all that I am the only 
perſon through the land wWheldiſſents from his given 
deſeription and encomium of the Dictionary as 
herein quoted by me in part, ande may be ſeen 
completely in his work ? Certainly not? and it 
rather ſurpriſed: me ſtill to ſee that profuſion of 
'applauſe given forth, and without evensa hint of 
notice that there was at the very time another 
Engliſn Dictionary not only projected, but in part 
Proceeded upon, and ſeveral printed letters then 
before the public, in encouragement of the new 
Work; and with marked öbjettions tothe old one. 
T be reaſon of obſtruttion to the projed is I find 
its expence; and deficieney of public encourage- 
Hei though the work itſelf has, I ſay, from what 
T'have * informed, been proceeded upon to a 


9 | e ng - <0, 4 
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pretty conkderable. length. Let me here bazard 

a few. words on this: ogcaſign, though I fear leſs : 

pertinently, I mean leſs reducibly to practice, 
than I on they have appeared to me to be; 
they are theſe, viz. that why ſhould . not ſome 
ſenſible writer, and ſuch a one as I can but be- 
lieve, we. have ſeveral in this country, or if you 
pleaſe, a certain number of ſuch, unite in the ex- 
amination of Johnſon's Dictionary in its preſent 
ſtate, and then, profiting from all thoſe nicer de- 
finitions, you, Mr. Boſwell, are ſo laviſh, in the 
praiſe of, and which Lam willing to take the 
ſhame. of if I honour. them too little, preſerve 
them {till the ſame, when really and truly ſuck, in 
a new, or if you will, an amended Didtionary; 
purged, then, from all its errors, whatever they 
may really be found to be; and whether more or 
leſs: all this to me appears perfectly practicable; as 
well as profitable to. the Engliſh public, though I 
ſtill muſt and forever repeat it, infinitely more 
ſo to foreign nations, and from thence, ultimately, 
honour to our W. i . 

I have already ſaid not a ade in >; odio: to 


ble preſent work, both generally and particularly; 


whether in addition or_repetition I now ultimately 
ſay, that it is defective in very many definitions of 
the ſenſes of its terms; that it confounds literal 
ſenſes with figurative, nay. with alluſive ones; gives 
nouns from verbs, and verbs from nouns unwar- 
ra . 5 
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tantably; ranks antiquated®, nay often exploded 


words on the fame line with the moſt modern and 
moſt elegant; (which fingle defect muſt render this 


Ditktionary much worfe than uſeleſs to foreigners, 


even a falſe guide to lead them to abfurdity as well 


as error) gives not fullneſs ſufficient; or characte- 


riſtic marks to* many defined. Objekts; quotes for 
authority indiſcriminatehy not only ' authors now 
admitted as fach by no one, from their antiquity ; 


but moderns, almoſt if not quite as little ad- 


mitted for authority, from their low rank or charac- 
ter in the literary world: and how far coins new 


words or omits old ones, + or gives erroneous ac 
counts of thoſe old ones, let the critic's own obſer- 


vations diſcover for himſelf; joined to which, if 


whatever I may have advanced on the ſubjett now | 


or before e can give any force, 1 thalf be glad, as 


; ending 


N.! 1144: +44 6.3.4 


N There are very many fach, as 3 one knows, 3 in our 


language, whether in Shakeſpeare or others; to inſtance only 


two or three, as knave, which did mean ae want; Wit even 


in this century, has much deviated from its i meaning, Cun- 


ning the ſame, yet continually does Johnſon quote Sha 
e. without ſcruple or qualification, + 


+ Mr. Croft himſelf told me and has told * in print Ply 


hore are many thouſands. {I forget how many) of Engliſh 


words not introduced into the Dictionary. Certain it is that 


even in my own occaſional, and very ſmall reſearch, I have, 
I - 21g ſay, New been baulked of my words I looked for. 


| Cres 4. + ene 


— 


* 


(%) 


din poſtibly t to more conſideration Wend the 
public about a more e Dictionary of our 
language 
I will then only produce my two farther errone- 
ous examples, ({till I hope to the ſame good pub- 
lic end) and then conclude my critique, which has 
carried me much farther on than I expefted. . But 
ideas, Mr. Boſwell, and I dare ſay you have found 
them ſo, are ſtrangely prolific things; they engen - 
der till you are quite overcome with them. 
Come we then to theſe my two additional terms 
of, to me, reprehenſion, though poſlibly to Mr. 
Boſwell, of defamation ; and ſo. then to conclu- 


>” fion-: but no, firſt, in the ſelf ſame. ſpirit, (for that 


now breaks in upon me) let me preface them by 
this little verbal anecdote, that I the other day, (L 
forget on what occaſion) fell on a term I little 

underſtood and ſo went to my definition which 
was given in a ſingle word, but one ten times more 
unintelligible to me than the text. I went then, 
vith uncommon, ardent curioſity, to the expla- 
natory ſtrange . word; and, what thinkeſt thou 
reader —it was fot, (upon my word its true) in 
the Dictionary: ſo this little pecadillo, 1 will pre- 


ſent you with for accompanyment Mr. Boſwell, 


to that of paſtern for the. leg of a horſe, with 


_ windward and lecuard, or any others; leaving it 


to your own judgement how many of theſe accu 

 dillos may amount to a peccancy. » 

My two terms then are theſe: 

5 irſt, I happened, I ſay, to meet with the term 
K .. NASTY, 


(6) 


NASTY, which jul. now looking after, I now 
| fee is defined, —iſt Senſe dirty; filthy; fordid ; | 
nauſeous ; polluted ; and the ad Senſe—What ?— 
Why I will give thee, Reader, ten times to gueſs; 
— Thou canſt not n nn then it coke | 
ſcene; lewd ;— N 8 W liv 556 
Nov I Vill fairly confeſs chat 15 am ancominenty ö 
pleaſed at having hit on this term, and now in the 
moment to have looked completely into its defini- 
tion, which I had not minutely remembered. But 
I find it much to my purpoſe indeed, and though 
it may colt me, and thee too reader more words* 
than Lexpetted, I will hope that thou nor I ſhall. 
quite regret them hereafter, in n regard t to en in- 
formation thereby acquired. TW en 
Let me apply here to my candid no, * in- 
relligent (and then, certainly not uncandid) reader, 
1 Fin ks my re n with a note in this place, dend 
. only collaterally applicable here, where it is ſeen that I uſe the 
two, while grammatical, unuſual words of thee and thou, but it 
will here be ſeen as only tronically or as it were, playfully. Now 
- what I would remark is, that, in the ſame ſpirit, caſfom, and 
idiom, have equaliy conſecrated the ungrammatical has for hath; 
and to my own taſte at leaſt, thoſe who now uſe the latter, ſhew, 
a bad taſte, or rather a contract edueſi of idea in ſo doing, and yet 
che practice! is not very uncommon; nay what ſeems (accor- 
ding to ſuch it ſnould be feeneth) ſtill more exceptionable, 
(ſince contradictory) not a few write both. The © jus et numea 
of Horace ſeems applicable here, the ſame as in Honor, favor, 
labor, which I never ſee without ſuppoſing, with it, a ſhart- 


ſighted take or genius ; and indeed Lam ſeldom in ay rule of 
: analogy miſtaken, 


( Pf } - 
and aſk him whether theſe five terms in the firſt 
ſenſe, are; as they are given for it, real ſyno- 
nymes*?—IFf I had here made my trial of diſ- 
tinction, inſtead of where I did, ſurely my taſk 
would have been eaſier; for, is not, for inſtance, 
filthy ſomething more than naſty: nay, and, tell 
me critical reader, dirty, ſomething les? not to 
go on with the others, which it is leſt to thee reader 
to do as thou may'ſt or can'ſt ; that moſt of theſe 
terms are, by abuſe, at times, turned one into the 
other, I acknowledge, and (diſtin as they even 
all five ſurely are) particularly by the ſophiſter, 
who is to exaggerate or mifapply his terms conti- 
nually. But is it not the buſineſs of the /extcogra- 
Pler (as I have more than once given the ex- 
ample of in my French diſtinguiſher) to draw 
his lines of diſtinflion where he can? And thus 
though certainly not ſtop, at leaft diſcourage, or 
at leaſt not encourage, Mr. Boſwell, this ſame fo- 
_ phiſter in his proceedings? And let this one ex- 
ample carry my above addreſſed candid and intelli- 
gent reader to ſee and judge truly of theſe terms, 
and then as truly of what others he may poſſibly 
find, from the ſame ſpirit of compoſition, through 
the work. This of the firſt given ſenſe of noſy; 


and then to its ſecond ſenſe, viz..* obſcene, lewd, . 
what will be ſay ? Why, (if like me) he will Jay 


| nothing he pt "on ſo 1 will ſay nothing 
„ 3 4 2 e, neither, 


8220 1 have Pets the term, an cemingly neceſſarily, | 
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neither, IVY proceed to my ſecond, and thank, 
god, concluding article, which i is this, viz. TOY 
To Paick.—41. Senſe, To PNck with a ſmall 
punture,” and this ſeems moſt completely exact; 
but to this are added eight. more ſenſes, I tran- 
- ſcribe not; and to which I ſay not they are falſe 
ones, but only that I know them not; except the 
two laſt, F with an additional word or two joined 
to them: a reader who is curious may look and 
judge ſor himſelf, but it is the ſecond ſenſe (and 
as ve n.) of ® to prick,” that I am moſt concerned 
in, and for which alone. I now write this: that 
ſecond ſenſe or rather v. n. is, 1/4, „“ to. dreſs 
oneſelf for ſhow.” (no quotation). . 
2d © To come. on the ſpur,” ed Spencer, 
' Milton, and chen after that, as a ſubſtantive from 
the verb, eight more ſenſes, to which I refer my 
reader, wit out annotations. No, I now finally 
leave them all to my reader, while 1 releaſe him 
as well as myſelf, from any farther obſervation on 
this Dictionary. 


. a * " 
* » 8 5 
* 4 f 0 4 * buf 
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AND here *. Mr, Boſwell 3 my, com- 


1 _— paratively, very little liſt of articles of your late 
|. friend's celebrated work : that you have too much 
good ſenſe and too good a heart (I. ery freely attri- 

| bute both to you) to ſuppoſe any finiſter end, nay 

| not to Wera even r very reverſe, in my little 

: undertaking | 


Qs ) 
undertaking, 10 can entertain no doubt“; if it gives 
the clue for other and better undertakers, | my end 
will be perfectly ſatisfied ; in the mean time it has 
not at all unpleaſantly to myſelf ſerved to employ 


two or three mornings by my fire-ſide.; to you, 
however, Mr. Boſwell, this little work will ſhew itſelf 


differently than it can to any other readers, for . 


muſt give credit enough to your diſcernment to 
ſuppoſe your having very ſoon perceived that the 
wriker of it was the very ie ego whoſe margiual 


pencil ſcratches, all through your late publica - 5 


tion had been already without a name addreſſed to 
your inſpection and examination ; there you have 
enough (poſſibly Mr. Boſwell too much) of what 


you, or any reader of this, will ſee little or no- 


| thing here; 1 mean obſeryations or critiques on 
your general work. You have ſeen the freedom 
of it, and I hope fairneſs, and are to Judge of it 


as you like ; and if you choſe, (which! in truth for 
"oP ; more n chan one, nay than two, 


three, 

® Tt has long been keen, Mr. Bofwell, by inſpectors 
into human nature, that lovers have ſometimes been themſelves 
even aſtoniſhed to ſee, when ſtript of the faſcinating veil of 


love and of fancy, the real objects of their adoration. The 


famous Ninon's unſucceſsful' adorer at length deen Wk 
ſenſes, and he wrote to her,» 1423 eine » 
1755 Je renonce a. jamais a tes foibles abas; 


tt Aras des charmes, 5 . 8 


— 


8 O08 „ Hope; 1.4 tu u'avois pas. — e, 7 #4 


f © 4 d - 


Even ſo Mr. Boſwell, is it not poſſible, (I hope it is dort,) . : 


that the object of your paſſion may be now ſtript of its faſci- 
nations to the ſame good effect of rational viſion ?— / 7 +, » 


= 


day ee 5 2 


Auer wy i" Ae. 
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three, Sor," or even five 'Mr. Boſwell, 'I very 
little ſuſpect indeed), even to print in another edi- 
tion thoſe remarks (thoſe non prius audita) along 
with. your book, I ſhould have no fort of objec- 
tion, nay, or to the owning them, if not already 
gueſſed at both there and here, about which alſo, 
1 feel one way or the other moſt perfcaly. and 
completely and ſupremely indifferent“. . 
In regard to that publication of your's, the world 
has had it Jong enough before them to form their 
judgements upon it; but whether the reviewers 
haye ſpoken to it or not, I know not at all, 
or ſhall enquire ; to you, I have already ſpoken 
even ſo minutely about many of its parts, or par- 
ticulars, that if I did any thing like the ſame here, 
it would be if. not repetition- more addition than 
could to you at leaſt be wanted, and to apy ſingle 
diſcuſſion to, the public, I feel very little eagerneſs 
indeed: on your great friend the intelligent part ol 
the public are I believe now pretty well agreed; how, 
nearly I, in what you have ſeen, may unite with 
them in 1 it is e eee for me to know, 
* ginct writing this and the entire M. S. as it ſtands, nay 
and having put it into the printer's hands and only waiting for 
procuring 2 volume of Mr. Boſwell's late publication, with 
his account, or rather eulogium of the Dictionary, (for which 
a ſpace was left in my manuſeript) my own firft vol. of the 
life, which I had ſent him anonymouſlyÞ with ſome marginal 
remarks, was rather unexpectedly, from its Jong ablence, re- 
turned from Mr. 'Boſwell ; ſo that eulagium is copied from 


thence, and Mr. Boſwell _ be aſſured that no pique has 
r ; coc ccaſioned 
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but I cannot forbear flattering myſelf I do not 
differ very widely from at leaſt ſome of them; 
this I will own, whatever may have happened to 
other readers, that your laſt publication has flung 
not only new but unexpetted lights on your great 
friend's general charatter and nature, and from 
which to learn that I had mot yet ſeen them fo, truly 
as I had imagined; lights, Mr. Boſwell, I am ſorry. 
to add, that do not greatly heighten the embelliſh- 
ments of: either. Sorry to add?! nay, and why ſo? 
can 1 ſay any thing more? I:mean to be -{ure. worſe, | 
of the great Doctor, than his friend has ſaid of him, 
nay and his other female friend alſo; and if in 
thoſe inſtances it tells for wing” 5 WAY mare jor in 


e e 0 3 01 
Ves Mr. Boſwell, your frankaels on many =, 
caſions has really ſurpriſed me. What others may 
Ff r it, or what Indeed oy the W itſelf, I 
To. 01 fort” 8 8 kno-w- 
We any thing Keke Ae as Joſt ſad; this, and 
the reſt, was then written as now. No, Mr. Boſwell, and if 
vou knew, vou would perhaps believe, me, not a ſyllable. 
have. you or will you ſee relating to your great friend or 
ſelf, as public men from your own,creations, but what had been 
written before, and independent of your return of your book, 
with that ſmall approbation I here willingly (as this moment | 
only knowing it) divulge, whether as preſumption SF. or | 
againſt thoſe free marginal inſertions within it, oe 
Let both theſe illuſtrious Biographers be aſked if Plu- 
tarch's method is theirs, he who ſo nicely diſcriminates all his 
characters, marking whatever is great in little characters, and 
little in great ones, and then himſelf deducing a true and judi- 
| cious balance of the entire character; this, however, every 
| | | reader 


62. 5 


know not, and are we, if from vague expreſſion 
in language, ſubje& to laxity, of meaning; leſs ſo, 
in ſentiment, from vague: conceptians, or feelings 


of it? for inſtance, to the variety of occurences, 


events, ſayings, doings, &c. &c. public or pri- 


vate, abroad in the wide world, or domeſtic at 
home, and concerning other perſon's private cha- 


raQters or your own, what, Mr. Boſwell, do you 


not tell us? And might not the doing all this, as 
juft obſerved, fling ſome difference of opinion upon 
it, and then of expreſſion of the thing, in different 
remarkers or critics, of your own charaQter, or ju- 


diciouſneſs therein? Frankneſs you ſee, Sir, is my 


term for the proceeding. To others ſtill more 
partial to it, or perhaps more juſt, poſſibly it might 
have been nobleneſs, open-heartedneſs, honeſty, - great- 
neſs, and whatever other appellations of - applauſe. ; 
while others again (ſentiment J ſay is fo various), 
might even Mr. Boſwell (perhaps to their own diſ- 


grace) uſe'the terms of the folly, imprudence, impro- 


Prieſp, mijuding, indelicaty, "indecency," and ſo on; 


and others again, (for fo varying! I All ſay, human 
nature 


reader can os here for himſelf: for ſo ths . is | acknowledged, | 


that the diable boiteux himſelf could not let 1 you more complete- 


1y into the ide of the apartments, than both theſe Biographers | 


do; and is not that enough for as, whatever it be for them? 


for need we (whatever do the Lady and Gentleman) diſregard 


Mr. Pope's excellent adage of aubo reaſons wi ifely is not 


® 2herefore wiſe,” and ſtill leſs that deeper one ſo well known 


i of, © Stultitia Caruiſſe fapientia prima.” No, Mr, Boſwell, Wes 


N 


the public of true ſerutiny, muſt, in ours, take in all this, and 


then ſhould, (even as Plutarch himſelf) ſtrike our balance as truly 


as we can, while not without our modeſt Githdence cf, errors . 


card. 


E 
nature is * might pronounce * praQice, . naive, 
fimple, (in either ſenſe) or artige, or wellmeant, 
with them too, what you pleaſe beſide; and after 
ſetting all this forth, Sir, I will by no means my- 
ſelf decide as to the abſolute nature of what 1 have 
called frankneſs. ' That we learn from it both ff 
the Doctor and yourſelf, more than ve could 
© etherwiſe have done is certain, (nay of here and 
- there other private people too ;) and of it all, whe- 
cher in good or in bad, each reader as I to. be ſure. 
have interiorly done, is to form his own. judgment. 
On mine; Sir, you are in poſſeſſion of much more 
chick at all meant to be ſaid here, where I ſhalt 
add but the few following obſervations: firſt, in 
regard to your great ſubject, (for I think I ſhould 
Inſtance fomething of what I hinted at above) 
and then of courſe. Sir to yourſelf: a few parti= 
culars in regard to your friend will, with the reſt, 
form, in my own mind at- leaſt, a general idea 
of the character: and I own there have appeared to 
me failures of judgement, or ſenſe,in it that I not 
only had thought the exaltedneſs of his intellects. 
(which I with every one muſt acknowledge i in him) + 
incapable of ever admitting; but, even, any man 
; of common good ſenſe, we meet with every day 
and theſe, Sir, are the things that induced my ſay- 
ing what L above ſaid jn. allufion to them. Theſe | 
 two.or. three- particulars, Sir, I will name, with« ES 
. FEST re: 9 others — che 7 | 
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of the general character about which, ec « What 
Hecuba to me, or I to Hecuba 2” 1 feel 1 in. f 
different one way or the other. | 
1M: I will inſtance the particular of ACTION i in. 

diſcourſe, though ſtill more in oratory, which the 
Doftor declares to be 'ufeles ; and that either, or 


both, would be better without it. Can the dulleſt 


and the deadeſt of human obſervation and inſpec- 


tion not ſee and declare the contrary? But to thoſe 


who riſe even very little above them, action will 
be known to be as inſlinctive. and, conſe vently, Þ.. 155 


as neceſſary to man as variation of tone and'T ook in 


ſpeech ; and without them all, what man ever did, 


or can,ſpeak even, at all; to ſay nothing of decla- 


mation and oratory. On this I need not ſurely 


dwell ; it ſeems felf-evident , and if that, what is 
the diſſenter from it? x 


2: Another poſition given forth ſeems almoſt 


as ſtrange, (and can Fou, Mr. Bofwell, blame me 
in bringing forward what your/ef tells me (nay 


and indeed J retain only ſmall parts of it) and 
then (though you do not) reafoning truly but nob 
un/airly, from them? or, if you do; can, and 
will, any reaſonable reader do fo ) viz. That 


men are not influenced in their feelings and 
their intelleQs by any different temperatures of 


ſeaſons or climates, and conſequently can ap- 
ply to writing as well, and are in health as welt 


| * one ym. or in one climate as another; 


*» 
4 


* 47 Aut, n as 


TE ee which. 


tut 


Mich is oY en ll 6— oY "expes. 
kience, and the nature Of things as to require 
vo more. I think than the bare relation of it here:. 

I do not recolle&' my ſtriking gd inſtance; "Oh | 
yes, I-now recolle& the unaccountable ſhallowneſs 
of his reaſoning: about not drinking wine. 1 for- 
get; did you in complaiſance take to water? If 
vou did, you bad your: puniſhment; in the att as 
you ought. Oh, I recolle&+too, his falſe reaſon- 
ing, nay, and triumphing upon it about the piſtol, 
on/which Beauglerc moſt. properly retaliated, and. 

the great man as uſual was totally wrong in the 
„„ enſuing quaxrel, and as uſual was the little man-;. but 
* n know at leaſt, Mr. Boſwell, how more than 
| once in my poor opinion, your opinion was ſupe - 
rior to your friend's ; in ſhort, I have gathered 
| from this laſt bogk of your's that Dr., Johnſon's 
So general judgement: was not (as far as my on could 
inform me) ſo ſuperior to qther mens as I bad ſet 
it down to be: in regard to his—* why noah, Sirr:? 
and talking away from thence, and continually ex- 


9 + tremely well, though perhaps falſely, I ſhould not ( 
„ So), call it failure of intellect, but only / willi at. the . 

\ _ time; nor even ſet down his national or other non- 

7 5 ſenſes of prejudice, preciſely to that; though poſſi, - | 

ly, to a more defeRive, origin; when he; mda. 


ſhews ſuch an unaccountable failure of what, we 
know: the Poet ſays * e cœlo deſcendit as to pro- 
nounce himſelf to be „ a very polite perſon, 
> though-—ye G Gods ! how far more when « a good 
NE | . | | La | humoured 
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have not named beſide ; would any one be called 
abſurd who exclaimed from it all (not forgetting the 


42 — 8 — ms 
. CO td 
a 

” 8 2 


TMP 
homoured fallow, ” when I ſay we condijer all this 


| Joined to his, not modeſt confeſſion of ignotance, 


but contempt for excellency, he knew not, (ſuch as 
muſic, ſculpture, &c. &c. &c.) when I fay we caft up 
and think of all this, and what I have named and 


faſting from milk, and * youny in ee 


* is @ poor creatures» Uh 


Let me not, however, at any vader part ith 
bim without, were it only for my own ſake, 
cohfeſling my baving Mags lf charmed as to his, 
not head, but, (much bettet), heart; in the anec- 


dote of ſending into the country his engage- 


ment for his mother's debt, when he was worth; 
perhaps, little more than the amount himſelf; and 
befide chat, I more than once have been charmed 


| In'other inſtances of parting with what he had him- 


ſelf fo very little of, free too from every motive 


of oftentation: not to add this would be unjuſt in- 


deed; and even ineur my own repfoaeh to my ſelf, 
(nor do call this adding a little, 1 do affure you, 
Mr. Boſwell); his other charitable admittances. 


into his houſe, have been alſo not a little applaud- 
ed; and who can condemn them? Vet, I know , 
not, fuch choice of companions, and of ſuch even 
daefective, vicious, as well as uncomm 


mmonly unpleaſant, 
charatters (from his own accounts oof them) I own 


. have always ſome how flung a cloud over my ſeel· 
inge when to ſee * * of this beneficenoe 


114 


„ 


chough 


4 


1 


Gough ſtill ſeeing his greatneſs, Mr. Boſwell, * 
bope, as truly ': as you, and wiſning you to ſee his 
 kltiene)s 5 as truly as me; nor, on my' part, ſhall, as 

by no means would you have it, his general ſteadi- 
neſs, truth, and probity of character by me be 
partially flurred over, inſtead of truly honoured 
and reſpected as they by meè truly are; and a2 
men are in general formed where do we not ſee 
almoſt on every occaſion of intereſt (ever ſo flight 
| poſſibly) inſtances of paltrineſs and of meanneſs ! 
in him, I confeſs, on ſuch ſort of poor temptations, 
we ſee them not: yet ſtill may not I, and Hen, 


not you, and -would not Plutarch add, that on 2 


more prefling temptation, and when the ſubſerip- 


tion money from other people | for his Shakeſpeare 5 


ſerved his pecuniary purpoſes; without the efforts 
of return, the duty then reſiſted not as it before 
had on ſmaller inducements for it but this carries 


me too far. All due honours attend your friend? 
. without more blaming, or praiſing, both which in 
truth 1 have done farther than I profeſſęd ſo to do, 

tliough every 1 reader 'of your book will find Tupers, 

abundant food for his curiobiy, not 0 ſoy his 


| furpriſe, beſides. 


As to yourſelf alſo, I have * little TOY | 


teriſtically to trouble you with ere I releaſe 
you ;—to the appearance of merit of both head 
and heart, I have already given my fignature, and 
1 dare fay I ſhall never ſee reafon to cancel it. 
| That there are not flaws In your compoition, 
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Boſwell, and even on that account. 


1 


of ſome fort or * ſince b nature it 
never exempt from them, yourſelf, . Mr. Bofwell, to 


be ſure do not wiſh us to ſuppoſe. Whatever your's 
may be, (and as you give the ſubject forth in print, 
the public may properly ſpeak to it, or depend on 
it I would not) they certainly ſeem not to have 
prevented your being exceſſively good-humoured, 
uprightly diſpoſed, and far ſuperiorly gifted to, the 5 


common run of mankind with knowledge and good 


ſenſe. So in truth from all the varied narration the 
public has now received, not only from, but about 
you, It appears.. To ſome it may indeed appear _ 
that your partiality to our great Doctor, has been | 
rather romantic and our“; and if ſome do think 
this, I hope they. do not quite think wrong, ſince 


it is juſt what J myſelf have pretty long thought ? 
and I'll tell you farcher, Mr. Boſwell, that is, tell 


you here, for J have told you ſomething of it ei- 
ready: elſewhere, that I have in ſome parts of y 3 


narrative almoſt ſeemed to ſympathiſe with Mrs. 


your frankneſſes, (whether. frankneſs ot any thing 


| elſe of the ſort of ſynonyme litt, if compared to 
ſome liſts ſo called), you have given us in truth a 


ſuper· excellent one in quotation from the very lady 


herſelf; nay ſuch a one as, if quoted perhaps from 
Lord Cheſterfield or ſome other wit by character, 
would rank high among his bon, mots, and upon 
my word, Mr. Boſwe li, its coming from vour 


very ſc 7 adds no ſmall dene to its intrinße 
* merit, 


Amongſt 5 


"of 


181 


, Ae v at leaſt ſee, Mr: Boſwell, and ſome other 


readers perhaps may, where I am coming, and 


that I have ſeen a bear led by a man, but never 
* a man led by a bear before, is the bon met, tho 


pidtureſque bon mot J alluded to. & 


The relation, aye, Sir, the ſtill „ 4 
and frank relation of the polite treatment af. 
forded by that lady to your gueſt, and that re- 


turned by bim to her, is, among others, one of 
your rich frankneſſes ; the conſequential, even 


| perpetual, claims of loving him from the DoRQor, 
after diſcovering to the honour of both her 
proper feelings and her taſte ſhe did not, and, 
| fill, no reply on her part; any more than ſearch 
of the cauſe, or apology for it, from him, ara 
ſome of the ſame frankneſſes; and, when ſeeing 
the promiſed. viſit, by letter from the diſtant - 
north, and then the ardorous end of it in John. 
ſon's: Court, or elſewhere, I have, I ſay, thought 
of and ſeemingly ſympathiſed with delaiſſee Mrs. 


Bofwell, Veronica, and the reſt ; left to themſelves 


by Spouſy and pappy, for the beloved friend; and 


for. the more than human diſcourſes which the 


world has now before them to enjoy as they can, 


. or may at . Win You forgive it, Mr. 
| Boſwell, 


. * Johnſon” g rely 8 8 that if his friend 


= Baretti were hanged next day, he ſhould not dine the worſe for 


It, is ſure not in proof of his ſenſibility, &c. &c.; and when 
2 e had n one > his long journeys from, 
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Boſwell, £1 baue deen ſomething a little Quizaticf 
in all this, (and the Don you know could talk bim- 

felf, or admire others talk as well as any man) or 
if you will, ſomething of the enthuſiaſm of ano- 
ther hero of no ſmall renown, who marched: forth 


too from houſe and home, and from the poor com- | 


mon tame concerns of domeſtic common' life, for 


things much more enobled and animating; and in 


Mort to finiſh all this, Mr. Bofwe/, and releaſe 
you, I will tell you that fince the departure of the 
great man I have, ſtill thinking on amiable Mrs. 
Bofcell and Veronica, ſaid to my ſelf.— Aye, "08 
hoped now, that at Auchen/eck, and its environs, it 
no longer can be . And out fa went @ colo - 


P. S. Will you, Mr. Bofwell, allow one addi- 
tional, nay, if not too preſumptuous, admonitory | 
word in regard to one ſtrong feature of your book, 
I mean its piely ; already are you appriſed of my 
own poor {ſentiments an that reſpeR, and that Piey 
and Prayers, which 1 hope you believe I am a 
true friend to at church and in the cloſet, are 
things extremely miſplaced when a hiſtory i is, as it 


were, 
home, ans found his 76 guide Nübel and friend” at 
Sertathim, how did he receive him, why by getting up from 


* 


fome writing de was intent upon, ſpeaking to him, and re- 


turing to it. Pray Mr. Bofwell, recollect Plutarch, nay your- 
felf, if you happen not quite perhaps to approve of my ates 


| or wad other FE of this mal e 


( 8 ) 


were, turned into a homily ; when mixed up with 
all ſorts of worldly and ſocial anecdotes and things, 
and ſome of them, even though from your two 
ſober minds, not perfectly perhaps analogous with 


them. No, Mr. Boſwell, permit two words only. 


to ſay (and I do believe ſome people more pious 


than I, can dare to give myſelf for, ſay the ſame) 


that all the devotional parts of your book expung- 
ed, your book would be a gainer by the loſs; or 
to end by what you will calla more cf cal expreſ- 


ſion, all the prayers in your book vous.” be : 


Fc more honoured ? the breach than the obſervance." 


THE END, OF THE LETTER. 


s rsckipr. 
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As 8 1 bee g Py ſo EY as to 5 . ; 
« tipped in ink, 5.8 which no ſubject upon earth I 


think could have occaſioned but that of Johnſon's 


a Dictionary, or rather tlie unlimited encomiums of 


it from Mr, Boſwell's Addreſs to the Public, in 


encouragement inſtead of correction of its preju- 


diced and authoritative opinion of that national 


work; (I have really and truly been impelled to 


it very much from ſuch ſort of conſiderations and 


. motives as my motto, indeed both of them, may ; 


ſeem to indicate) ſo have I been tempted to add 


this Paſtſcript to what my original ſubject has, 


more or leſs connectedly with it, carried my 
rchoughts to; partly, perhaps, in explanation of 


fome particulars: in them, which I may poſſibly 


imagine, ors a Oe in pry. 
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been perfeatl afſented, or if you will, PE 
to; though ſtill more as what I hope will be al- 
| lowed, not unnaturally to connect to and join in 
with what precedes it, I mean a few obſervations, 
not to ſay animadverſions, in mark to ſome other 
objects of taſte or judgment, nay, of national uti- 
lity; all more derived, as I have imagined at 
leaſt, from habit and preſcription, than from na- 
ture and truth; which no one will deny to be the 
only baſis, as far as the impggfeQion of nature 
admits it, on which every taſte and opinion, and 
act, public or private, ſhould be vkimarcly: formed : 
and fixed. 8 g 
We have all read in 1 8 of the Mates and 
the difgraces of nations; of their periods of pride 
and exultation, whether true or falſe ones; and of 


* 


| their diſgraces, their inferiority and their downfall. 


And is there an Engliſhman. but, at this period of 
time, feels the conſcious glow. of the former in his 
| heart and foul ; yes, that pride, that exultation, 
not that derives ion arrogance, vain-glory—from . 
meanneſs; but from that honeſt, true, and genuine 


ſource of manhood, even the © ſumo ſuperbiam ques 


fitam-meritis| wer” nay, and will he not find, through 
whatever diſtant realm he roam, not contradiction, 


but confirmation of that his noble aſſumption? yes, 
whe is Britain | now unknown, now unhonoured | 


— 


N 3 * 
cd + the regions of the ar wie the ſeas, 


and where the ſhores to which commerce, or con- 


| _ or philoſophy, has not been wafted by the 
winds, and announced or accompanied, or boch, 22 
by the . trump of Fame! And will. not, then, : 
each Briton, even from that very cauſe bas prin=. 
ciple, wiſh, nay ſtrive to continue and preſerve, 74 
and, if poſſible, encreaſe this eminence, as far 5 
he individually may be empowered | to do ſo; by F 
not only an attention to the literature and good 


taſte of his country, (in which this Dictionary bears 55 
no very ſmall or inconſiderable part, whether im- 


diateiy, or collaterally and connectedly) but alſo to 
every other object of advantage, or of honour, or 
of aggrandizement to his doc and * 
| quently to winfelf! -- : | 
I have ventured on ſomething gin farther, in in 
theſe my diminutive labours, than the mere con- 


| ſideration of the articles of the Dictionary. There „ 


are very many more that 1 with, very much more 

indeed, could be attended to, and by very much 
_ other gueſs kind of theoriſts than myſelf, though : 

how much more Kill do I wiſh it from ſuch as 
bave not only the competency | of Judgiog, but 

the empowerment of i improvip of pe 8 


8 _ 1 e the e of my country. 
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. „ 
Some few lines higher, I remarked. on What 


of every one knows, I mean the relations of hiſtory | 


in regard to the natural and neceſſary viciſſitudes 
of nations themſelves, equally with their various 


little objects and concerns within them; and if 
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I now remark, it is not leſs known, that we alſo 
read of -peculiar men, whom nature and Provi- 
dence have chanced to place at the head of par- 
ticular countries, both as a curſe and a bleſſing to 
the inhabitants and ſubjects dependant on their 
will. Of both, a not inconſiderable lift might 
| ſoon be made out ; but I wiſh only to hint, and 
indeed as an example to ourſelves, at whatever 
few of thoſe divinely-gifted legiſlators whoſe de- 
light, whoſe taſte, whoſe Hobby- horſe, if I for 
the moment could be allowed to indulge in the 
ludicrous, ſince ſo forcible, term, was, the exa- 
- mination, the ſearch, the ſcrutiny into the wants 
of the ſtate, in order to. relieve them. 


Who among the crowd of wretches born for 


the vexation of millions, does not reflect, with re- 


lief of mind, on the cantraſted few who have been 
their bleſſing the Antonines for inſtance of old, 
among whatever others in diſtant realms, as in 
cur own, our Alfred, to name no other. In later, 
end e perhaps, more Riſing, examples, 
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| Czar Peter, th at great innovator 3 the lat Ring 
of Pruſſia, poſlibly not leſs ſo,z a An \ above all, the 


beloved, the dearly beloved, Hwy the IVih. of 
France, ſtrikes our imagination with a kind of 


mixed ſenſation of reverence and affection, which 
few minds are N ſordid n not to ura 
thize in. 
It is with Secu delight that my ook applies 7 
to this ſplendid example of my ſubject, and for 
more reaſons than one that I ſhall excluſively fix | 
and dwell upon it. Example did I ſay? Yes, 
and not leſs fo indeed in perſpective than retro- 
ſpect; ſince where is ſuch another for the con- 
templation of the princes of the earth? and, yes, ſo 


ſupereminently ſo. for our oποfnͤ May our ſons, and | 


the ſons of our ſons. reap the delicious advantages | 
of its influence hercafter, nay, now and hereafterz 
and willingly 1 in the foibles (if foibles they were) 
of the character, if with them of the virtues con- 
nected, perhaps not quite underived, from them! 
Let me indulge my pen here with this heart-felt 
"contemplation ! | Henry IV. was a prince and a 
potentate that, take 1 for all and all ©* you h, 
not ſee his like | again,” Other monarchs, other 
exalted: ſtations of command among men, have 
been diſtinguiſhed and dignified by congenial ex- 
nn * Foument and of character, en F. 


/ 8 for 


— 


[EEE 


— 


as ittance, was a renowned Autefaian and warrior, 


but was he in either, I ſay in either of thoſe qua- 


ties, ſuperior to Harry? and for the reſt, what 
2 diſparity, what a contraſt between the ſangvinary | 
flinty-hearted bigot, and that quinteſſence of kind 

neſs and benevolence that filled up the great circle 
of Harry' s mind! We might 89 through the 
entire liſt on record, whether ancient or modern, 
and find none to bear its competition. What does 


any one think of the modern Ale xander, Charles . 


abe XII. of Sweden, he who, 0 driving great 
armies before him like ſheep with a handipl of 


men, within his own precincts, braved, like the 


other Alexander, all the dangers and difficulties 


beyond them, he through the inhoſpitality of the 


frozen regions of the north, while the other did 
it through the torrid ones 5 the ſouth, from the 


- allurements of conqueſt and of glory ; if we may 


— 


„ 


not better ſay of romance and wild enthuſiaſm ! . 


How does the competition ſtand of either or af- 9 
both with Heury IF. not only 1 in the motive, (that 
perhaps ſingle conſideration in the eye of philoſo- 


yo at leaſt), but even in the act alone? 
Henry the IV. does not ſeem ſufficiently convidered. 


in that quality which has in general been delivered 


down to us, -both in romance and reality, as the 


 charaRteriſtic of heroiſm, , T1 mean, as the leader of 3 


armies, 


3 8 
N 
pI; 


1 7 15 17 ; 
5 8 the ſoldier, and vhs 1 | 
corn ſelf, I may poſſibly be been; not to By _ 
. paradoxical in it, yet 1 will own that, in my eyes, . --- . - 

Alexander himſelf is in that br quite inferior to him. „„ 
Fi Let any one eonſiderately read and compare the at- 
-  Cchievements of both; in my own particular indeed 
| I bave now by no means the ſame impreſſion on 
my mind of the wotiders of Alexander's atchieve- 
ments that I had in the days of my youth. Thoſe 
of Lord Clive, as well as many other of our 411 | 
| leaders of armies, (if they might even bear that „ 
| appellation) againſt thoſe of the ſame or - fimilar 
regions of the Eaſt, have much to me lowered the 
<ftimatin of Alexander's extenſive and rapid con- 
| = queſts over them. Some hard. battles to be ſure 
| he fought, and was no doubt equal to any; par- 
ticularly at the fiege 0f—1 forget What city—- he 
manifeſted all the qualities of an able and perſe- 
1 verivg ſoldier, and crowned them with ſucceſs; 7 
burt that even very inferior troops « of diſcipline a 
ecxperience ſhould 'over-run ſuch x as are, however 
numerous, deſtitute of either, is it now-a-days 
_ very extraofdinaty.? Let this, _howeyer, | £. 
> as far as it ſhould 80 and no archer, and what- "477 
6 ever the extent you. carry it to, view on aha: 
„ ther fide the particular battles, 2 recounted, 
2 Toke 2 and. even N 85 Sully and many other 
N hiſtorians, g 
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hiſtorians, or memorialiſts ;—ſce of that" nature 


they were, and how circumflanced, —aye, lee well 
all his; then judge, then decide. 


1 could eaſily procure from the memoirs of 


thoſe times, particularly Sully's, even the mi- 
nute circumſtances of his military atchievements, 


alas! in the bowels of his dyn country; though 
how much more alas, againſt its opponents, 


the opponents to his virtues as well as his 


rights, along with their own; and which his va- 


lorous perſeverance through almoſt inſurmount- | 


able difficulties, and his merits, ultimately pro- 


cured for himſelf; to the benefit and the bleſſing 
of thoſe his unnatural and inimical ſubjefts,— 


What do 1 fayz I could? . ay, and why not; 


yes I will, and do at this moment ſend to 
 Hookham for Sully, in order to ſay, however 


briefly, ſomewhat exactly, what I allude | to; 


and I am ſure to the admiration of any reader 


who may happen to peruſe it vithout its pre- 


vious knowledge. 


Well, reader, and t now FE Ps 8 lodked: 
after and at my authorities, what report have I 


to make of them? Why, really, that the enu- 
meration of the facts and glories of my hero, 


A however ee if at all juſtly, would, 
from 


— 


— yes ww - 


— 


„ 1 9 fy 
55 from their nature and 3 carry me too 
far from the ſubject and principal aim of this 


little work; the chief object of which is ſo 8 
different, as, tis preſumed, is ſeen. Let me, 


5 then, recommend the peruſal of thoſe accounts 
in Sully, which, while carrying the air of ro- 
mance and of fiction, are authenticated, as 
every one knows; whilſt I only in general add, 
| that the ſituation of Henry enhanced the merits 


of his conduct to a wonderful degree. He was 


4 


continually, to all appearance, without any re- 


ſource at all, whether of money or men; and : 


probably would have been quite ſo, but from 
our aid through Queen Elizabeth, whilſt the 


enemy abounded even in both. Nay more, his 


own army were, in great part, inimical to his 


Cauſe from religious motives; ſo that he had, 


added to his other diſadyantages, that extraor- 


dinary one of Keeping his- officers. as well as 


men in union and good humour, and, as to 


his own ſelf, muſt not every one ſee and com- 
miſerate the diſtreſs of the ſituation, and with 
| what honour to his talents, his temper, his ge- 


nius, as a man of peace as well as of war, 


need it be ſaid; "ny; and can ou: thing be 


13 
* 


5 more admirable! 


75 oy 
=: 7 „ But 


* 


cr) 


But no, —all this, As I have ſaid above, is,” 
even with whatever, and all its charms, rather 


ON 


alien to my preſent, ſubject, The light I have to 


ſee and to contemplate Henry IV. in, is of a dif- = 


ferent nature; and in inſtances, or, more properly, 
one peculiar inſtance, I ſhall in due time endea- 
vour to ſet forth, not leſs admirable to my ſenſe 


of things, (as well as conducive to the benefit of 


mankind) in his ſtation of tranquillity that admitted 
of it, than were brilliant thoſe other, however 0 
ſtriking to our ſenſes, while, alas, the means of 


its deſtruction ! It is in the diſplay of that quality 
of man— the courage (if I may fo expreſs, myſelf) 5 


_ of the mind, that I mean to conſider him ;—* that 
quality which, (as is remarked elſewhere) is in- 


& finitely more rare than that of -rhe perſon; 


though the latter is inimical to the en 


5 inſtin&t of fel, and the other amical to it. 


And true, doubtleſs, is the remark, nay, 1 15 
by daily experience; however, not only contra- 
5 dictory to itſelf, but even to the elf ſatisfaction 


5 its practitioners. 
But let me be more DG, 901 fr; that 
Hen IV. was one of thoſe great men, I have 
before alluded to, and, it may have been obſerved, 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of innovators; and that 
1 gave them as ee to ourſelves, is, x 9 
| een. 


„ 2. | 
ſeen. | What was "ME in 4 for he reſpective 
ſtates of thoſe few great men and minds is within 
every one's general knowledge; ; and many more 
pertinent examples might aſluredly have been ad- 
duced. But what! if in our own country any - 2 
amendment or innovation is really and truly 8 
wanted, will our rulers over it want examples, Ee 1 
want ſpurs to its procurement, other than the con- 
ſcious knowledge of its requiſition ? it were to be 
norzp not; but is it, alas! to be, zxxPECTED 
not? — Innovation! Aye, and methinks I hear the 
re-echoing | cry of—innovation ! innovation! all 
around me, for its enforcement ; * call. in the 
e people, they are the beſt judges of their grievances, 
and ſhould, whenever they feel them, compel their 
removal; nay, and who can gainſay the doctrine - 
of Locke? Locke affords his authority for it— 
 . Nay, and where are the book-ſhops, or the ſtalls, 5 
through the great metropolis unſupplied with its 5 
recommendations? Hear but its apoſtles, and 
realize their tenets, how complete ſhall you be 
in church and ſtate! A new golden age ſhall ariſe, = 
if not the milennium, before its due period; ang il 
- diſcord and difference ſhall die before you Man! = 
that digniſied creature, ſhall poſſeſs his genuine VVT 
| rights of nature and equality, and no more W g | 
5 1 bu, Ot: man of inferior qualifications of nature, 41 = 
: %%% rey 53 by the 8 
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the ſuperior i in ſtation of life, Jag it over me, the 


1 22 » 


i 


inferior in Ration, while your ſuperior, perhaps, | 


in every real acquiſition of eminence and of merit! 
And you, the crue] religioniſt, who would force 
me, againſt my conſcience and my reaſon, to ſub. | 


ſcribe to your articles of belief, devoid of common 
ſenſe, or deny me the benefits of ſociety you derive 
from them, ſhall leave me free to that divine attri- 
bute of nature; free to the exerciſe of my own 
reaſon, my privilege of nature, if in every other 
occurrence of ſociety, how much ſurely in this 
object of its exerciſe, ſo much more momentous 
indeed to my being hereafter above, as well as 
here, in my moment, below! | 


No; oh no, indeed! Nes tali 4155 non 


9 


* Jefenſoribus iftis, eget opus.” | Nay more, ſhall 


1 for a moment ſtop with my apoſtrophe ? and 
aſk, firſt, this /eveller,—aſk ? no, (who would alk, 
_ ſuch philoſophers 5) fell him , that as water will, 
from its ordained nature, wherever it be found in 
communication with its fellow- element, find its 
level, and free itſelf from every inequality ; ſo 


man, place him where you will, in a ſtate of 
ſociety, with whatever preſent equality, will, 
from His ordained nature, ſeek, and find, that 


very inequality; nay, and muſt I not, alas! 


e with its portion of imperfeRtion along with 


«> its 


— 
1 . 
- 


it. 


bY it recurs- 600 me in the moment, 


let me remark here, whether from or to Mr. 


Boſwell, that excellent atiecdote he has favoured us 


with from his great friend, and which, in my 


humble opinion, Mr. Boſcvell, if you aliow again 


of my perſonal addreſs to you, contains more trus 
rhetoric within its narrow ſpace, than even ſome 


_ (1 fay. not how many) of thoſe philoſophic etfu- 


ſions you have witneſſed and indulged the world 


with, whether from Johnſon s Court, or other 
ſcenes of their diſplay, I mean the really comical 
anecdote of Johnſon to Mrs. Macauley, in ſaying 


to her, juſt before ſitting down to dinner, — % But 
5 pray, madam, will you not favour us with. the 


company of your nne for one of our 


„„ Ks 
Nothing, ſurely, covld be more apt, more 


pointed, or more argumentative to the occafion. - 80 


In regard to the other free minds in regard to 


religious enlargement, an anecdote alſo occurs to 


me, which I will ſet down here; it is this, VIZ, 


that the late French great lady of witty memory, 
e da ace ee in converſation with 


— 
» 


* en How far this axiom may bald PL even in 5 this 5 


no means equally romantic requiſition, with ſome other of cheſe ü 


modern men of enjargementeol mean the l e of 
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dome of her friends, the ſubject Ka to . 
ſtarted of the ridiculous miracle of their tutelar - 
S.. Denis, who is ſaid to have walked, I think, | 
© wingt pas after being beheaded, with his head in 
bis hands; on which, in the midſt of the laughing, ; 
ſhe ſaid, ©. Well, now, with all your laughing, * 
know not but I could give credit to the mira-. 
© Cle as far as dirneuf pas; on which her com- 
pany, ſomewhat ſtaring, ſhe exclaimed, ** Mais, 
s ne ſavez vous pas qu il n I. a _ le premier pas 8 
& qui conte?“ - 1 
And how would 1 1 this > Why, by hats 257 | 
aſking my diſſenting free-tbinkers, who, I think, 
willingly ſubſcribe to the XXXIX Articles of our 
church, except one or two, (no matter which), 
| bow far may equally apply, even to them alſo, ; 

4 © this very © il ny a que le premier pas qui conte, 
of our French lady?—and do not, pray gentle- _ 
men, put any ſiniſter conſtruction on my ſaying 
this; ſince ſurely I join in with, the moſt orthodox 
of believers when I declare. my faith to be quite 

Independant of, as well as ſuperior to, all poor 

human reaſon, and reaſoning; 1, who, very. really 
and truly, will yield to no one in hearty wiſhes of + 
religiqus faith and practice through the in. 
“ Ridentem dicere verum quid vetat,” and fo let 

me have done with! it, and its paltry objects. But | 

1 0 | 1 what 
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what then is it, may it not be aſked, . I HY 
aim at or an and do I too hitherto appear quite 
confiſteut with myſelf ? — The fame and the glories 
- of Britain are (I declare) extended to the far diſtant 
corners of the earth, and her ſupereminence, indeed, 
conſequently, is marked over the ſurrounding na- 
tions! and am I not, I mean ſhould I not be, 
| contented with ſuch repreſentation of my country, 
3 a true one? and farther, may I not be aſked, do 
1 not know it to be a true one, from that real au- 
thority the budget of t'other day, replete with facts [5 
every one has there ſeen ? Increaſe of 1evenue, 
even to the both paying off ſtill more of the debt, 
and the reducing a part of the taxes. to the benefi- 
cent relief of the Poor; internal eaſe, even to that 
rare exceſs of it, popularity in the miniſter and 
miniſtry of the country; nay more, much more 
fince that information, complete- ſucceſs in the 
Eaſt Indies, with its conſequences, which, though 
I know not, I naturally conclude great indeed. 
Good alliances abroad, peace at home, and a per- | _—_ 
| ſpective, not to fay an aſſurance of a ſtill increaſe of  - IM 
trade every where, and conſequently of any farther 5 = 
| _ influx of riches into the country. 1 
Well; and does not all this ſatisfy me 27 as 1 8 
dee with my rulers, and wiſh their opponents bi 


in "hay af paw ehe 1 indeed; no fuch Oey: | 


1 0 


Mr. Pitt, I nil (though T ſhall hereafter, pakaps,” 
diftingviſh a little) honour not a little, and cannot 
conſequently do the contrary, whatever any of their 
interior motives, with which I have nothing to do, 
by any of his followers ; not that 1 pretend to be 
Auite ſure, (to be ſo one ſhould know the whole) 
but that a knock at the Ruſſian fleet, when we had 
done fo much as we did towards i it, (I am pretty 


clear Mr. Piti s father would have had one, or 


rather that he would have gained his ends without | 


it), might not have been amiſs; not only to the 


ſecuring Oczakow, (is that the ſtrange game)? ; 
but to a little more clipping of the Imperial wings. 5 
But no; Mr. Pitt, &c. tell us, this they did not 
do, becauſe there ſeemed a different. ſpirit in the 
country, and which the miniſtry would not thus 


how far this, put into true 
Engliſh, is to be couſtrued, that the miniſtry ſaw 


ſome danger to their ſtations or places in the pur- 
ſuit of the meaſure, and therefore deſiſted from it; 
_ as alſo how far that ſpirit of. contradiction in the 
| country to the armament, and deſign of it, origi- 
nated in their opponents, as ſome ſtep towards 
getting at thoſe places, other theoriſts in, or. out | 
of their cloſets, muſt and will, equally with me, 


run counter to; ; 


Judge of for themſelves ; but this I will ſay, as to 


191 own ell, that I at rebar” am not a little 
inclined 
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W. . to . chat isles fh the ooh 
ſition in Lord North's: day that we loſt America, 18 
60 that it vas from oppoſition note chat OcLakow- f 
was not gained for the 75 ur kf. Les, Teyen "9, 
in retroſpect, can, in my mind's che. overl look 
N ſome private and friendly ſeribes from bebe 
US to America, 'F then, with“ amn it, Jack. or 
ay HE: Will, '&c.: &cc. keep it up PLE fend. 1 C77 
Iv c to-morrow, the debate of at” night; 5 abave 
half England is got to declare for us; ſpreatl | 
10 lee it well through the country,—keep up their 
. ſpirits; and depend on it we ſhall, do at 
2 last.“ And now, I need only, for my: -ſuppoſat; 
dQuore one of the uncontradified facts, faid, bye” 
[know not who 1 in parliament, —I. mean, that the 
IR. 72 Empreſs and country after being in the 
utmoſt (and indeed moſt reaſonable) conſternation. 61 
on ſeeingt the actual meaſures of our miniſtry, were N 
© relieved. from i it, and encouraged to act as they 
IIa, from her miniſter” s relations from hence: of 8 
Ny 1 obſtructions here to the completion of the * «If 
enen blow. Mr. Fax. has ſince been 50 
B W by the Empreſs herſelf, as we all nd 
Sous? fay honoured, for how, far favoured, L,cannot .) 
yery well myſelf judge of her imperial Frcs Wn 
opinion, at leaſt after 2 or formi 


nn? 20 


\ 


os as 8 | 
it; nor will I decide how far eos or contrary 

to this may be, in its eſtimation, that fo different 

3 diſpoſition of. his enemies towards the Prince of = 
„ range. on the report of whoſe death in France 2} = 
bonfires and egg were keen and MORE: 

Le through the eo V. * 5 

But what, then! do L mean in my | whether „ 
„ e e 'philo@phiy, - that I am an enemy to all op- 
„ Pofirions i in parliament to the miniſtry that conduct 
1 or e in 1 it F, By no means, as 1 have One, 


a. 
4 5 * 
> 0 4 


N ae tes of private 3 in many „ 
SH  { their actual opponents; or of the general utility to 
| 9 „„ che conſtitution of an oppoſition; 2; while I certainly. | 
q | 5 9 KT think that, in many particulars, it is a dead and a 
cu. weight upon it, I will not add an irrational 
and abſurd obſtruction. Much more, I have and 
. dean have no doubt but that reverſe the thing to- 
morrow, and place the preſent opponents in the 
N miniſtry, and them out of it, vou would next * 
have juſt nat you have now, or there or there - 
+:  Abouts at leaſt; (for the preſent gentlemen Lon - 1 
ſeem to me rather livelier than common) and ä 
£6, verily; believe WE eee as little ro ine it; x Ok 
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0 8 
party, and. —ercuſe me, be me, „ ge entlemen | 
all,-right or wrong. „ * 
In ſhort, ſuch is our enfliturion;; 404 ſult! is ä 
1 man! and who or what ſhall have . 08 WY 
power and the means to reverſe either Who r —_ 
what? why, as to the latter, certainly nothing; 
ſince man's general principle of {ſelf-intereſt and 
Hature, ean no more be turned from its currept,, 
chan the ſea from its courſe; © But as to 7he fore 
ner, no, in truth; I put it on 1 wi 1 
ing: and from the very ade t now have, \ and = 

poſſibiy hercafter may produce, in ſupport. of the. 5 "7 1 
. _ affertion'or pretenſion; and not from, mn ig gene. {| 
rh, hat in particular.” PO ee 
Our conſtitution! 1 our glorious our bie ed e con- 

with whatever other appellstions of ad 
miration, I had almoſt faid of adoration, that, I am GL 
to honovr it wich! what in fact i: is it? is it made up . 

of the various branches or parts of the government | — 

wie live by and under? Yes, ſurely; and it gives 1 

univerſal freedom, and allowed happineſs and richt ? 
and maintenance of property to all its blefſed chils. 
àren or inhabitants 7— et, I am perhaps ſtarving; 

1 mean not Iiteraliy from abfolute want, but = 
1 preftvely, with perhaps what is now, or at leaſt was 
called, a very good gentleman's fortune: no; 1 
72 fo much. from wy 3 which mo _ 


{lend e, „ e, £4 
e. 5 2 e. | 


-Then I am robbed, or in continual e Wh: _ 
ger of it, (Mr. Pitt has been ſo good. to help this. 
7 amazingly forward by an annual lottery Mhich, I 
believe, will pretty v well eat up—if. not ſave them by: 
3 ſuicide their penny ſavings now on candles) and 
as to recourſe to law for the. recovery, of my „ 
perty, nay, or employing Phyſicians, or;; dothe - 
cafies in my a e both are quite out CY 


—̃—— ee ES 
_—_ ( 29 ) : 
_ proper accompaniment to their rank or 8 in 
_ life to my fathers, cannot now ſupport, me as a 
11 | gentleman, | Iam forced to. foregothoſe accompa- 
| niments, or get into terrible diſtreſles, (not quite 
18 5 unoaturally choſen . by ſome in the alternative); 
If 8 nay, and I find the ſame. in the inferior ſtations of 
= Ute; the tradeſmen. Iam neceſſarily connected with! | N 
18 | who cannot give me that credit themſelves. want, 
1 i\ 1p: Zh and Who alſo are farving, or, lie from hang: 0: 
TY © mouth, or are bankrupts, or go to Jail. —0Oh, 
W yes, riches wonderful riches are come into the: 
1 county from. trade ; ; and. pray what. is that % 
1 me f- 
| ml 
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* at " M.. pit welke Bh have Z: 3 12,000, had he. not. Feng 1 255 
a f takelit from you and me; c. &c. than from the poor Wietches hy „ : . ” 
Mi | 1 comes from among the richer dupes, with che addition to the tafcals” PE OD | 
' 4 : ſeen in every ſtreet by the Belli,“ lights 1 in their houſes, GC. nns | 
4} eſcaping te "200 the 2 of f other caſcals | by \profeſign] Es This. 125. ] 
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355 b language and Ryle, very 


- M1 OY * 28 Py £ N17 Nun 25 275 bt 
the” queſtion” ith "we 9 wy, heine; though 
How tuch more o with the e 105 N ff claſſes under 
a mes but let me ftop,—and, coul Int Proceed*2- 
— Wyß, in the very; midſt of of, alf this, J. I. will. u. 


1 7 rea ler, that quite; upexpedtedly,. I, met; with; 


may, And 1 in a Lasche penny pgok, the very lubje& | 
„ got "upon; , 15 though.in 2 8 
N bog] „ Hay, of the moſt dio x princigle, and, 


. 


bn its declared qlyeR ; yer, in.the p alluds » 
extfẽmely conſonant to my. owns thoughts, and { 


Fa; . 


ings: 3s Have, as is ſeen, ſiopp d. upon it, and 5 


the 8 4489 1 K NIE. 14; . 4 0 , 


then n_ immediately 1c refolied.. | would quqte thoſe 
Pas from that writing: for however well I may 
know that the world judge your book from. you, 
2. not vou from your book, all that with me is as 
: even nothing; "> ſo that, god games ty, me, 1 care 
not from whence it comes. *. 8, indeed, as to 
god, not to ay (ith 

eie, 3 8 nd 


1 


ring! ſome. exception ) 


#4 1 #3 : 15 
888 e Fg? 1 A. 
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| * As to all this e re e abr, 1 — hr 
told, and 'molt'fealgnably, that all this is not owing ro. Mr. Fit, 
1 Ak "chiefly; 10,{rhnt debt, and I Lay: the ſaine 2 but{I ny, call nos 
LEE my ficuation happy, under ſuch eiycumſtances; even in preſent:z- but 
$3 as to its perſpedtive, 1 in poſſibility, hearens!, how diffexe 6 ti fince 
ngced it be aſked what that country is, that can not go to wer? 1 


mean without ruin: now to remedy chis, I' know chat r a 


N 
e Rats- 0 Y 1 
. 


ch-penoy 


en 3; eu dels 4 Xhe wage 1 it can do nere? . 


as 


(#2) 


_ the leaſt ffeQtation, much better FO my owng 


it is manifeſtly written, however catch-penny, and 


. however ſcandalous in its ſubject, by no inferior | 
pen, or, perhaps, perſon; and-in ſhort, I find 
| the entire faſhionable world has got hold of it, 
inſomuch that Fam now in the moment waiting 
do get it again from the library for my endes . 
extracts from it; the very title, in great meaſure, 
255 indicates the performance, which is, the Fockey - 
Aub, and it is replete with ſcandal, mixed up to 
be fure with ſome, however unwarrantable truths, 
fince on private character; which ſurely ought to 


be ſacred from Public diſenffon, and i is foi in bee ers 
of honour. 


But 1 have this fill übe to tel my "reader, os 

- that I have alfo happened, within theſe few days, | 
| to- meet with another publication of very much LT 
_ principle indeed; which alſo, (this is vey . 


a 2 


remarkable) happens to fall in completely (thou 


le comprehenfively) with the ſubject and topics 
that are now enough ſeen, 1 in this vriting ; ; this 
publication alſo I thall infert here, and it is in 
truth (ihe. paradox will ſoon be explained) bo 
much to my purpoſe. When ſeen, it will be 
(thank 'God for it) perfectly known. to many of 
my readers, if many I ſhould. happen to have; and 
1 hardly need * What! it i, as *. muſt very much 
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exp! very one whe eg forks 1 
will Ally Sas by thoſe others that the little 
print was fent to my houſe, fince it has been 0 to 
num berleſs others. In ſhort, it is as follows; ant 
. to the other extract I have men- 
tioneqd, which, as being more general, and I fancy 
Hable to much leſs (I ſay not whether 1% a 
less) regard than this, ſhould and fhall very pro- 
very come. Her! it. Fenn or "both, | 
una as cl as ie ef the oem, „ 
1 left to every one's impartial cor 1 

Tue quotation is, 1 y, this, via F 


n. ' Undertaking for the Reform of the Pour 
= 4. By Mr. Ropzar Younc;” Sec. e 


cc « At | z time wha the defects . cc police, Wy” 2D 
er the evils that exiſt amongſt the Poor, are the 
. ſubjects of univerſal complaint, : a rational attempt 
6. to redreſs grievances of ſo, much. magnitude, muſk 
. be intereſting not to individuals, only, but to the 
10 nation and ſtate. Depredations, infidelities, vex- 
. © ations, heavy bu rthens for the maintenance of 

* paupers, and the. loſs, annually, of à great 
« amount of the produce of induſtry that might 
Ky "be een, ere the e of the ne- 


e * pleted 


= — yo ru te — — , 
2 2 — a. 8 
2 — — — 


1 aged" 


7208 glected condition of the poor. Their mit ant ng 
. depravity is not conſinech to the openly. abart- 


rc doned, but extends to thoſe who are employed 


40 in the inferior truſts-and duties of life, ſtriking 
lt at the root of domeſtic comfort and ſaſety. The 
* miſeries of the really deſtitute are: cheadful; and 
1 often fall heavieſt on worthy. perſons; ' Theſe - 

40 evils,. therefore, affect the beſt intereſts; of man- 
44 kind, and move all the ſympathetic feelings of the 
6 heart. Experience having fully proved that, in a 
“ national view, PUNISHMENTS; alone will mot 
5 reſtrain outrage, nor CHART V put a peed 
Os iy, the horrors. of want; other means muſt be 
FE: employed if we would ſucceed i in theſe attempts. 
«© Theſe means can only be the introduction of a 


ec better ſyſtem of domeſtio ceconomy- in the £0- 
te yernment of the Poor. Their dependance and 
te ſubordinate ſtate gives their ſuperiors : an influence 


© that might be employed with infinite advantage 


cc to both, in regulating their concerns with a wiſe 


dec and benevolent policy; 5 and. thoſe evils which do 
ec not admit of remedy, might, yet, by timely pre- 
* caution, be prevented with certainty and calf... 


If regarding the lower orders as men having 


ee rational minds and immortal ſouls, we employ 


c thoſe motives and natural influences which, in 


4 al men, are calculated to govern the conduct 


Wo. nds ; Tabs, and 


C25 ) 

| ce and form the character, —if we ite them, | in 
the duties of their tation, cheriſh their virtues 
* by rewards, and confirm them by habit; if we 
remove evil exam ple and necellity,—we ſhould 
«© then have leſs occafion | to puniſh CRIMES or 


boy to relieve. "INDIGENCE.  Yarious r . 


ene 


CE Ag s the poor more Seca to * 5 intereſts : 


ce of ſociety at large, their own intereſt would. be 
e promoted. 1 5 


1 


| « It i is on theſe ideen chat this plan of r re- 
"0 form is founded. Since it has been begun, 
40 MUCH GOOD HAS ALREADY ACCRU- 
ce ED FROM. IT. It has actually diminiſhed the 
e number 0 of depredations on, the publie, reſtored 5 
« loſt members to the community, and added. to ; 
cc * common ſtock of uſeful Jabour. | : 

„ In due time application is intended n mark 
| « reader, pray mark] to be made to the altre 

(ay e and hear, Oh legiſlature! ]— e 

"© The ASYLUM for INDUSTRY ; is a 8 


- ON cipal branch of this whole deſign. It is an eſta= 


ja bliſkment formed for employing the deſtitute 


2 


= „ The rags? in etl ae as ah copin from the origial 
en the tel. 1 e e 
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« poor of all deſcriptions; - the indu{trious, the 
le, and the criminal, who are to be claſſed 
c and regulated according to their circumſtances 


and characters. From a beginning, a twelve- 
* month ago, in the hut of a diſtreſſed family, it 


c has increaſed to ELEVEN. HOUSES, where 
6 a number of different manufaRories are begun; Fa 
ce young men have fled from courſes of depreda- 
ce tion; and young women from proſtitution, and 
« coniplicated: vice to the practice of induſtry, 
“ But this plan is alſo calculated to reſtrain the 
ee profligacy of ſervants and working people in 
© their domeſtic ſituations, by applying the ſame 
No general principle to their circumſtances. 


ft ſeems impoſſible to preſent. ſtronger claims 


b ce on the judgment and on the heart. But volun- 
© tary bounty muſt be left to its own election, and 


<« the plan in the ſecond year of the Ahlum for 


& Juduſtry, (having given employment to 110 
„ perſons during its firſt year) is now again ſub- _ 

„ mitted to the opinion of the public how far 
it may be deemed to merit a continuance of 
c e until i its 5 ohject be fulfill 


— 


Such is his little publication: of which. this is 


the tranſeript; ; with gladneſs do I tranſcribe it, 


oven it were N as an munen to wy own 
heart | 


keart in its contemplation, as well as communica- li 
tion; with its hope of ſucceſs. It was left at my | jo 
door a few days ago and this very morning its ap- =_ 
pointed collectors found me in the act of its copy), Wl 
and carried away with them my heartily-beſtowed . Wh 
unoſtentatious guinea- mite, to join in with the nu- = 
merous others I have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing in 1 
their liſt joined to, while ſome inferior ones, ſome = 
few noble and ſuperior ones. One I could but - 
view with peculiar honour and admiration, fince = 

of £.100 and anonymous. Though 1 have not = 

counted the ſubſcribers, I think they muſt exceed | 1 

a thouſand of one ſort or another.. 5 | x 
What the legiſlature” will fay to it I winks! not; "7. 
but I really think they may make Mr. Toung their 1 | j 
bow of thanks for having taken their work on his i 
ſhoulders,” - As' for my own ſelf, I am not ſure, | 8 


baut that if I was king of the country, I ſhould 
_ appoint him out of hand my firſt miniſter if he 
© would accept the office. God go with it! yes 
and with every thing related thereto, or congenial - wn 
with it! may it be a clue, a pravidential opening 5 = 
to ſimilar and ſuperior benefits to the governed of 3 
the land, from its governors with which wiſh, 
or even prayer, I leave it to other conſiderations, 
and paſs on to what I may have to ay as to what 
_ has appeared | to my ſenſe at leaſt, (whatever its 
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motive or origin) an effuſion alſo of patriotiſm 
worthy of attention, as, to us mere theoriſts, ſo, 
how much more, to thoſe vb ws reduce -our 
theory to practice. 
| | The other publication I have mentbried;” ich 
$40 intention of giving ſome extract from it, I have 
Wl already. faid to be ina general view of a moſt _ 
| cChontemptible and even odious nature; fince it is 
| 1 1 | founded on a principle which no mind of honour 
i || could poſſibly adopt, that of anonymous ſecret and 
W || dark attack on known private characters. No 
matter how exceptionable or unexceptionable thoſe ; 
characters may really be; in either caſe, no man 
; Hs has a right to expoſe the latter any more than the 
former to public notice, even if truly ſet forth“: 
; and farther, if it were worth while to reaſon with 
Wi  AFfuch a writer, (nay indeed with ſuch writers) might 
* nn it not be obſerved, that ſcarcely any character, 
Wi '(fince ſcarcely any is free from human imperfeQtion 
1 of one ſort or another) is not liable to a repreſen- 
tation that, even while carrying a likeneſs, may 
be a very injurious one. To give a true portrait 
ui | of a ee al is Fe of one of che moſt difficult : 


14 | #3 ; | . 

Alt appears that this writer has bern in habits at for intimacy | 

with ſeveral of theſe characters, having got hold. I | believe of 

ſome particulars that ſeem to denote it; vet, there are ſome | 

which I fancy it will be found he has been miſtaken in. | . 1 85 
0 


Ci 


of poſſible things. The compariſon will very well 
hold between theſe figurative portraits in ns 
and real ones of the painter on canvaſs, where, it 
is well known, that a repreſentation of a perſon is 
often given with a degree of likeneſs ſufficient to 
be known to every one, though perhaps of a 
_ handſome original by a plain portrait of him; as 
alſo, ofa plain original by a handſome one. Con- 
ſequently there may, and often does exiſt, two 
repreſentations, one handſome the other ugly, of 
the ſame man or woman; and is it not exactly the 
ſame with theſe written characters, or portraits, as 
the French call them? Moſt certainly; and for 
the very fame reaſon, that even a trifling altera- 
tion, though how much more exaggeration, of 
any feat ure may eafily convert beauty into uglineſs, 
as alſo uglineſs into beauty. Nay and are not the 
moral qualities or virtues, all, when carried into 
= exceſs, converted into their very contraries of de- 
fect and vice Jon his very writer exemplifies this . 
from his account of two or three men of the 
world (it is to be ſuppoſed his own friends) who, 
243,8 men of the world, as it is called, or of pleaſure, 
(very much the ſame as many he ſtigmatizes) 1 
might to be ſure be painted, God forbid I ſhould 
ſay truly, but yet may I not ſayy as truly, with | 
_ Ufadvanitageous features, as thoſe” others. 
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„Kü * is perhaps ſaying more Sm this 
auefel publication, in this reſpect, than it de- 

ſerves.— But this writer is alſo a Patriot, IT mean 
one of the Utopian breed, who goes even to the 
0 lengths of no-, Se, even noto, calling in the 
people“ to the realization of that divine ſyſtem of 

government. He conſequently. muſt, in the ſpirit 

of his profeſſion, recommend, nay and not without 

ardour, the ſuppreſſion of abuſes in government 
for the better order and happineſs of his fellow- 
ſubjects; for whom, with the fraternity, he would 
as far as he is empowered to do it, procure all that 
er and felicity of ſociety, they have a right 
If aſked, and along with perhaps others of 

i ſame ſtamp, whether it is meant that felf is 
included in the practical part of the virtues that 
are individually to be the reſult of ſuch perfection 


in the ſtate; nay more, as to this gentleman, if 


the preſent example he gives of Bis prafiite, 
through this performance, is what he would ap- 
prove if exerciſed egainfl himſelf, as accordant with 


. Admitting the otievances; might it not be aſked, whether : 
the remedy (from its conſequences) might not be worſe than the 
diſeaſe? How far this was illuftrated by Oliver Cromwell and Co. 
I enter not into, Rill leſs into the preciſe knowledge in the people 5 
of the exact criſis for their reſiſtance. Or more properly of the 
any knowledge at all, ever, in the mere people; except what is 
inſtilled into — 8 whether for good or bad Purpoſes, | 


— 


the 


7 — 4 2 


„ g yon would be done by,” what I wonder . 
would the gentleman anſwer, from his concealed 
| ſtation, on the occafion® ?. : 


club of, as he tells us, 950 members, now in 


been juſt advancing, I ſhould eſteem myſelf liable 
to not a little animadverſion in dwelling ſo long 7 


of KK. Yet it is an apoſtolie Precept, as it cer- 


| and really the contrary practice is ſo often exerciſed, not to add ſo 
indifferently, if not even Pleaſu rably received, that one-muſt almoft 
ſuſpect it; I would aſk, if any a& whatever, that Fans are TRY | 
to do in concealment, can be an honourable one? 


| beßde this ſingle ſpecimen of them, (and which may no one SE | 
malicious enough to call a libeller; nay, who knows, but from | 
the ſoreneſs of ſome poor cut-up Jockey—an Iago, a Rabber 3 in the 
dark!) 1 know. not; nor conſequently, how far any of the 950 


formerly, the Bill of Rights Society (under the patronage of Mr. 
Wilkes) was made- vp. of the . moſt notoriouſly wretched, infamous, 
and decried ones of the entire kingdom. As to myſelf, I recolle&, 
with moral, as well as ſenſible, Horace“ eſt modus in rebus,” 


and fill more of "__ in WF; reli igion,— be not righteous overs 


n 


the known moral as well as divine axiom of ce do 


Were it not that his own levelling ſociety and 


„2 — 
U - — 


correſpondence with the National Aſſembly of 
France, were ſomewhat included in what I have 
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on ſuch a publication, and conſequentiy the writer 


f * If any nts hn the ext ot SAR L 15 


t Of what private characters are theſe alle 5 ones, : 


members may happen. to be tyrants over their children, or their . 
dependants, i in their own circles of ſociety, &c. &c. but I remember, 


* 
* 


66 much, „55 
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tainly is a moral, fnay philoſophic one, to * hear 
all things; and I mean, as indeed it can only 
be meant, as to ſubjects of preſent conſideration; 
and this writer, after entirely quitting his main 
ſubject, (as above ſet forth) falls upon that of 
politics and reform of the ſtate as juſt men- 
tioned *. In doing ſo, he undoubtedly and ne- 
ceſſarily takes in, among the exceſſes, that no 

men of moderation, and friends to the general 
eſtabliſnment of church and ſtate, will follow 

him in, ſome particulars, to be ſure that many = 
of them, nay with Mr. Pitt himſelf, have 

| ſhewn themſelves amical to. And it is in theſe, 5 
joined, it will be ſeen, with particulars perhaps 5 18 

from my own ſelf, which if they are thought to , 
go (as 1 indeed apprehend and completely ſup- 
poſe they will) beyond the precincts of the Pa- 
triotic and honourable amenders or innovators in 
the ſtate, I allude to, ſeem to fix as their boun- 
daries; they will not ſtill, I lt be ſaid to 
reach thoſe, if of novelty, of contradiCtion, of | 
impracticability, of abſurdity, and of nonſenſe s 
no, nor, of interference with 7þe foundation = 
our preſent monarchy, ſtate, and conſlitution. 


WT. 


— 


* rom Brink authority do we: know, that in the houſe of heaven 
| above, © are many manſions ;” and from human experience do we 
not know.— chat this is the caſe of o our * world, Below? 


Wust 
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What this writer ſtrongly recommends is, in 15 1 

. borrain particulars, exactly what, as I juſt ſaid; _ l 
many others, and Mr. Pitt with them, recom- | 

+ - mend alſo, the reform of parliament for inſtance, 9 1 
and the abolition of the ſlave trade; (neither. of 8 
which do, 1 confeſs it, my eccentricities reach, | i | 

1 will juſt hint here, nay as to reform of parlia- 1 

. ment, have already faid it) and do theſe patriotic | 1 | 


1 ſpirits, all, this very gentleman. and his club in- 
dA luſive, fee nothing in this of contradiction to 
tat great I had almoſt ſaid holy tenet of theirs, 
in regard to the preſent corruption and venality 

of parliament, from which the king and miniſter ; 
derive: their influence, their majorities, and their 5 
power? What! when they do not, and can not 11 
command that majority? Surely patriotiſm, 
ſhould like religion, declare that Faith depends 35 
not on reaſon but on—Patriotiſm®: No, my ec- 
_ centricities go not to this; I am for miniſtry ; 
_ HEAD. few gt have been (ores indeed ö 


4 It is Wey curious to confber the arpiiminit for the corraption 7 | 


and venality of parti „ Viz. that it is ſeen that a majority con- 5 1 7 | | 
_ Rantly attends the meaſures of miniſtry. As to thoſe meaſures the 
do not tay; yet, is not that the only queſtion? Nay it is ſeen the 
1 „ two abors mene, chat a 1 Nie not follow the 5 


minibry. | 12 985 | 
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from their emoluments or even DOTY their ketiow- | 
ledge) the ſame for all miniſtrys, e e not 
a few of them i in my lie. 
Let me then come to this patriot” 8 diſplay of his 
7 e patriotiſm, that, (even ſeeing, as is 
ſeen, what I ſay to its diſplayer), I muſt adopt, I 
own, in the parts I ſhall from him ſet forth; nay, 
and even. ſome other innovations ſhall I take the 
liberty to add from my ozwn poor ſource ſuch as, 
and whatever, they may be. I have before ſaid it, 
and I ever ſay it, it is indifferent to me from 
whence things come; it is whither they 80 or tend, | 
that is alone my conſideration. | 
Thus then He n in one "ur: of his work, 
1 
20 lt is +ceally 8 even ng; to far. 
cc ceptible minds, that the people ſhould be for 
© ever inſulted with the encomiums on the excel- 
c jency of this conſtitution; while no one effectual 
© plan is deviſed or propoſed for relief of the num- 
© berleſs wretched ſufferers of: various deſcriptions, 
ce who lie bleeding in anguiſh, owing to the vices 
cc ſpringing from it. Is the nature of Engliſhmen = 


cc more vicious and depraved-than that of the inha- 85 


ec bitants of other countries, that the number of 
4 capital executions of convicts, and confined 
30 ' debtors. in this: little iſland far exceed that 

FT Ou which 


„ 


* is 
„ 


| cc | which is to. be found through the whole con- = 
© tinent of Europe? It would be no leſs irrational 


re than illiberal to ſuppoſe it. The defects there- 
fore evidently exiſts in the laws; and barbarous 
c muſt it even appear, yearly to execute or torture, 


ec by a puniſhment worſe than death, ſuch an in- 
s credible number of wretches, without an effort | 
* on the part of government” to eaſe, or even pal- - 
6 liate the evil. It is the duty, and. ought to be 


« the principle of a great miniſter [it is the tran- 
cc ſcriber who Italics this] to extend his views far 


c beyond his own miſerable ſyſtem of finance ;— 
© and when Mr. Pitt, enveloped 1 in all the ſullen 

0 pride and dignity of office, in pompous phraſes, 

again proclaims that wealth and proſperity for 


e which the nation is indebted to him, let him, as 
* ſome draw-back on that pride and vain- glory, 


te with which he is elated, take a comprehenſive $5 

e and general view of things; let him explain the 
contents of that Gazette twice a week, in a 

e manner under his own direction; he will thence _ 
<< diſcover as evidence of all this boaſted ſplendor 


7 a ce and proſperity, rather this converſe of what he 


c wiſhes to eſtabliſn that the number of ban. 
4 rupts far exceeds any of the former period—let 4 LM 
. him explore the condition of our jails ; ;—he will 
1 find we 1222 com 1 of miſerable convicts, 
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6“ and impriſoned debtors, Let him trav erſe the 5 
é wards of this metropolis, and of the country at 
< large, he will perceive that the ſum of poverty*, _ 
“ and vice, its conſtant attendant, is not dimi- 
© niſhed, and that the proviſions of life are at 
* ſuch a price, as really precludes the poorer claſs 
| «© from enjoyment of them; and without encroach- - 
ce farther on his time and labours, Jet him devote 
& (ome portion of them to the remedy of theſe glaring 
e evils [again Italic'd by the tranſcriber} before he 
c again indulges in verboſe, high-ſounding pane» - 
* gyrics on the unrival'd excellence of a conſtitu- 


tion, which not only tolerates but encourages 
| C * them, VF 5 p | 


S0 "i vhs. member of the Reniotte Club or 
Society; —and does not Mr. Pope ſomewhere in 
his Critical Obſervations recommend you to ** con- 
© ſult with ev'ry friend, and ev'ry foe And 

have I not alſo read ſomewhere * fas et ab hofte 
e doceri.”—But as to my. own ſelf, I know not *. 
either of my quotations Fe wanting, fince what I 
have bee quoting is little if at tals more aan, what 


* Let it be remembered allo, to the 1 'of the Englim 
_ & government, that in a nation not containing more than ſeven _ 
te millions of people, two millions Rerling are far inadequate to 
25 15 the poor of the country.” 


co 


I have long. hinge, nay and A | myfae OT — 4 
: mNh ſaid, back in this writin it may even po- 


- fibly be thought a redundant repetition of it. Yet, 
if the ſentiments ſhould chance to be acceptable 
ones to any other, not irrational, minds; will, may 
I be permitted to aſk, the terürn of the ſentiment , 
to ſuch minds, be leſs acceptable or grateful than 
we know the ritornello of ſome favourite paſſages | 
in muſic not. unoften to be ?—One reaſon indeed 
above all others, againſt the repetitions of theſe 
ſentiments is, the proof, even from thence, of their. 
now cenbnl and, alas! what A proof of this does 
my firſt ſober, honeſt, ſenſible quotation of virtuous 
patriotiſm exhibit to us all- 

As to this writer I have chanced to fall upon, | 
and whoſe virtuous foundation, even where I agiee = 
with him, I do not equally deliver up my faith . 
I ſhall not till, with his leave, quite quit his com- 

pany. Foundation alas, no; the maxim with 8 
theſe gentry is, Aut inveriam, aut faciam.” And 
when the Air ſt comes in their way, they. to be ſure 5 

grfadly lay hold of it. Bu, is putting the cart be- 
fore the horſe to ſuppoſe, here, that the grievance bY 
finds the mind; no, it is the mind that, voraciouſly, 
catches at whatever food it can find ; and, like he | 
man who feels croſs or. peeviſh, and then vents it 
4 tort et 4 . as he finds objects for it, even | 
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bo do cheſe 


and becauſe they are their rulers, — 


againſt, or with it. 
more length than the preſent one equally forcibly 
written, and perhaps I might (to many not fanatic 
minds to be ſure) add, equally patriotic, concern- 


has declared for both. 


1 


. theſe zoftioQive railers among 
men; and more eſpecially againſt their rulers: nay 


c P mn my 
& Lord this, or Mr. that; an't I as good a man as 
ce he,” ſays your patriotic ſpoil'd child; full often 


_ - unknowing that what is wanting to par him, yes, 
even into good humour, is a little whipping to his 


own ſelf. De de maledicunt, non quod mercuris 


e, led quod ſolent . 


But come we to ſome more of this 1 s 
work, and in conſideration of the work only; be it 
There are other paſſages of 


ing the abolition of the ſlave- trade and the equal | 
repreſentation of parliament; now to both theſe 
queſtions, as I have already ſaid, this writer or his 
friends can not arraign Mr, Pitt at leaſt, ſince he” 
In regard to the innovation 
of new modelling the parliament, I hae already 


ſaid a word or two, enough «denoting my own 
ideas at leaſt of the very ſame fort of parliament 


rifing up (like the Phoenix) from the aſhes of the 


* 


old one, and miſerable ſurely would this country 


be if it were otherwiſe; I mean, deprived of the _ 


means $ of goverment heres. that other ſtates on the 


2 rr OD Ov Continent | 


: Cannes: e ee — 
ofthe: Heron tet ore A. 


TY 


"Continent lies | Not but that 10 to be done 3 N 
trouble, I 'muſt ſuppoſe it better that many conſi- 


derable cities, &cc. ſhould have a particular friend 


and patron on the, however rare, occaſions, of 
wanting ſuch an one to promote any of their parti. 
- cular rights or intereſts. But that this would have 
the effect that is talked of, and very particularly | 
enſure members immaculate, and God knows what 
befide, that fanatic theory may dream of, —a . autres | 
indeed In regard to any being, really and truly, | 


and but in words only, the organs of the opinions 
and ſentiments of the particular people they repre- 


ſent, any more than thoſe people's cows or. horſes, 


au diable, 11 you Pleaſe, for my giving ay. dS 


to it! 


In regard to the other queſtion of the lere unde, 


I as yet have heard nothing I own to convince me 


of the utility in its abolition. That a grievance it 


: : 70as, nay. ſcandal to humanity, ſome years back, 55 
and before the late thoughts upon it and „ = 


corrections, may indeed be allowed; and not as 


quite confradiQting 1 my own general principle, as a2 
frondeur againſt the, as it were, rooted, inherent, Et 


inattention, not to ſay indifference, and (ſhall I 


add ſhameful) neglect of the government, and of 


their o.π]ꝗ ü duties with it, in the governors of this 


| . If now ee too, (I mean the flave- _ 


— 


TAR ta 1: ds 
5 tae) it is not from the original W of bur . 
miniſtry certainly. But as to its abolition and 
the miſery accruing to the condition of ſlavery, 
I ſee it not at all. The perſonal honour or feel> - 
ing of the mind againſt ſlavery, (nay do not our 
ſlaves come from ſlavery; how far from more 
miſery and oppreſſion I enter not on, and indeed 
am not competent to) it is, I ſhould think, 
imaginary; founded in a fallacy, and a very in- 
adequate tefl, and compariſon of thoſe poor 
people's minds with our own, born and educated 
ſo as to be as it were different animals. In many. 
reſpects a ſlave, properly treated, to. me ſeems 
much better off than our day-labourers, on an 
average; who often have no work, and when 
they have, with difficulty can keep themſelves 
(excluſive of occaſional ſickneſs) and family by 
it. Now the flave has even enſurance of the 
contrary ; nay and on that ſurely beſt of foun- 
dations the iutereſt of his maſter; and when I 
hear melancholy hiſtories of their being put by 
their owners upon ſuch laborious works, and 
ſcanty food as reduces tham to every wretched- 
neſs, it is to me juſt as credible as that a man, 
„ who has a ſerviceable road-horſe, he is in conſtant * 
+... uſe of, ſhould ride him fo far and feed him fo ill &/ 
- deprive himſelf of his ſervice. | But if an vl, 5 
it 


\ 


„ | - 8 + at 5 5 
is it not a es one; if we are in this world VVV 
allowed to look at neceſſity for doing what perhaps | VV 
without it we ſhould not juſt do: literal, I ſaß 1 
5 literal juſtice, - conſtituted as is this planet of ours, 

is impracticable, impoſſible; and all great, I ſay 

| great, as well as good minds know it. Poetry has 
its licenſes of beauty; and has morality none of 

ultimate utility? But all this has been much better 
canvaſſed. than I could pretend to do, if more in- 1 
formed than I own I am on the ſubject.— Maß 


what is . arrive in . is all 1 will ſay” farther 
pan it“. | 81 | 


% a o 


1 J. 9 2 

* This moment, rudy morning; ot 55 April, 1 receive my 5 
- morning news- paper with the debate of lat night, nay it ſeems up 
to 7 this morning, on the flave-trade. The firſt thought "that : 
0 foggeſts to my mind is, that would to God it were in the nature of 
things for every queſtion in that anguſt afſembly to be agitated juſt. 
as this has been, I mean by minds unwarped by the various wretched | 
incentives that we muſt be contented with ſeeing or feeling in this 
our degined allotment here below, I ſhould, then, little doubt of 
their true conſtructions being ſeen, not only there but through the 
<ountry, or of good heads even through that country, not proving Ls . 

over bad ones in the decißons upon thoſe queſtions. „ 
k Mr. Fitt it feems has been out-yoted, and diſſented from by his | 
del friends and partizans; ; and this 1 deem hondurable (Which ever 
ide is right or is wrong) to them all, and to human nature. But 
what buſineſs have T with, this, or. why. do- 1 introduce & bie -.O8 
| Why, becauſe, all uninformed. as I Was, as to the totality of, the 2 > or ESR 
' queſtion, (and I hope it is Lſafficiently marked how conſcious I was 
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And what bis this writer 67 farnher that I may 

. think to my purpoſe to quote ? Aye, reader, and 
perhaps to Talic too again; why, he ſays as fol- 
lows, e If he Britin enen be funda- 


e 5 e 5 : 


* 


of it while n owl} as OR: as T at tall kin) I Ra it is ſeen, 
ventured to ſay a word about it. And that word poſfibly it might be 
as well now to eraſe as leave it ſtanding, though I have ventured to 
do the latter, and I hope not very exceptionably. What little 1 may. 
have ſaid, if now to the purpoſe at all, muſt even from thence be 
now ſtill more common place than it was beſore. Such as it is, 1 
however venture to leave it. While as ſtill unknowing the entire 
ſubje&, I decide nothing either way. Mr. Dundaſs however, I fee 
in my paper, finds inconvenience in the preſent abolition, and ſo far 
I am flattered in finding ſuch eee er What as yet 8 
to me prudence and propriety. | 
- Luckily this part of my MS. is not yet printed off, as Is will be - 
in a day or two 3 ; by which means I am yet in time to inſert in this © 
place what I am not ſorry to ſay on the occaſion; 1 mean, that if 
Mr. Pitt, in this inſtance, can ſo warmly, and praiſe-worthily, take 
up the cauſe of the wretched, and of humanity, muſt he not, if this 
he does not from a temporary, « occaſional, and unconnected guſt of 
/ ſenſibility, but from a ſteady principle and mental foundation, which 
from its nature muſt from like cauſes produce Uke effects: yes, muſt 
not Mr. Pitt, then, 1 ſay, both feel, and, as far as may be, remedy 
grievance and diſtreſs at home as well as abroad P—lt is playing the 
courtier ill, or rather would be ſo in this writer if he ſought for | 
. emoluments from government to ſay,” that no ſuch principle has as 5 
yet appeared in Mr. Pitt, as theſe pages have already ſufficiently at · 
| teſted, That they have atteſted the ſame of all previous miniftries is 1s 
ba ſo a as to clear Mr. Pitt of 7 8 8 at Bas 
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+. ue mentally BY why is the. backen n precluded | 
from the full benefit of it. Let the army and 
„navy be reduced to their proper legal eſtabliſh. _— 
N ment, to an eſtabliſhment founded on juſt prin- 


% 
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But Mr. Pitt” $ ſenkbility on this oecaßon, eren to che carrying 
bis judgment on the queſtion beyond that of his colleagues, has 7 
urged me here particularly to addreſs him again, and to remind him 
pl national diſtreſſes as well as thoſe before us; and, added to what . 
= already faid through-theſe ſheets, what does Mr. Pitt think of the. - 8 F 
2 eaſes of individuals (as well as of their families) who are oompul· | — ol 
ſorily taken from houſe and home, and put on board our veſſels that | | 
want them in time of war? This caſe in our land of liberty, 1 men; 
tion, not as one to be abrogated; God forbid; I am not 1 hope ſo 
conſtructed in my moralities: no, but I mention it, as worthy of 1 
ſome comparative chinking, both in regard to the diſtreſſes of te 5 5 
fllaves and ſome other matters of conſideration. Other kinds of 
diſtreſſes I would allude to, and examples enough are to be ſure ex- 
tant and viſible, alas! to the 1nimical as well as. amical Britiſh. com- — > 
. plainant. Mr. Wilberforce, 1 ſee, brought. to view particular R 5 1 
fſtances of ſuffering that muſt have made the hoaſe. ſhudder. May! 
_ aſk him or Mr. Pitt if neither think it poſfible to produce equal caſes. Rn og 3 7 
of horror among the adventurers in his lottery, and which Mr. Pitt ole | 4 
5 would not deſignedly occaſion for /. 3 12, ooo put into his ow. pocket? 5 „ 
How many more not yet diſcovered evils there may be in the country: - 4 
I know not, nor wiſh to know z «a remember ſome years back the 1 : 8 
. chance examination of private mad-houſes), fince they could not DF bo 
poſſibly be objects of any ſatisfaction to my mind, and 1 ſhould have, 
5 in addition to whatever diffatisfaQion, the perfect knowledge of their 
being diſregarded and ey to | themſelves 9k the e of 7 
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s ciples, and as to the firſt fiep 333 to the 


& annihilation of corruption, reſtore integrity and 
£ purity to parliament ; ſhorten their duration; 
e and render to every man, not diſqualified by 


© nature or by crime, the right of voting for his 


te repreſentative ; then the ſyſtem may be melio- 


rated wars aboliſhed no more the real intereſts 
© of the people ſacrificed to the ideal honour and 


. $6 dignity of crowns, nor freſh hurthens impoſed 
60 merely to encreaſe the revenue, and to enſlave 
55 themſelves,” —All this, I have ſet down, as, to 
me, perfectiy Utopian ; as in truth what 1s already 
ſaid back in theſe pages, may, I hope, ſerve to 
ſhew ; yet there is one particular I am not ſorry to 
haye ſet before me, in ro art to hazzard a word | 


A 


P. 8. 1 join this little P. 8. to my long note juſt to obſerve, that 


| almoſt as ſoon as I had writ it out, my news. -paper of the 5th tells 


me of the lottery buſineſs laſt night in the Houſe of Commons, as 
that of the 3d had of the flave-trade. To this affair then of. the lot- 


tery, let me be indulged in only ſaying, that I am, for the ſake of 
| Humanity, happy to ſee even among Mr. Pitt” s friends hearts ſhall 1 
ſay of MEN on the occafion. Oh, Mr. Pitt, let this inſtance carry 


you to every other wherein you can do good. And though even 


| ſuggeſted through fo infignificant a work as this preſent one! long 


has its writer both lamented and wondered at ſeeing thin meaſure of - 

| the lottery, in the miniſter ; nay felt it fo ſtrongly as to have been 
g. formerly, ſeveral paragraphs againſt it to the | 
news. papers. ' How warmly, nay indignantly he has expreſſed himfelf - 


carried to the ſen 


Py his note on the lubject, N off wy e wWill be ſeen. 


wy 
" ; 


| | „„ 0 | 
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1 and of a) about it; 1 mean, in re. 
gard to the reduction of the navy and army fronr 
their preſent eſtabliſnments; 3 _ propoſals, as they 
and, not ſeemingly leſs Utopian than the reſt; for 
the preſent eſtabliſhment of both is, I love: 
on the footing of ſecurity to the ſtate; and 1 
perſectiy give the miniſtry and parliament credit 
(why. in God's name, and in common ſenſe's 
name, ſhould I not, for what do they get from 
it) for their ſo being ; ; as to the navy, it is, I pre- 
ſame, regulated by that of our neighbouring rival 
nations; particularly, if not ſolely, France and 
Spain z—if they keep up ſuch and ſuch fleets, æue 
muſt take care to balance it from ours, and ſince 
they chuſe to encreaſe theirs, we from neck. 
muſt do the ſame. But this has ſtruck me, v2.— 
Is it impracticable for the reſpective countries, in 
times of mutual amity, to agree, through their re- 


ſpective ambaſſadors, on a plan of diminution all 5 


round, to the great ſaving of each ftate, and while 
preſerving ſtill the proportion, to the great ſafety 5 
of all? This may for aught 1 know be in its turn 
deemed as Utopian as I deem this gentleman's 
| ſchemes; but at leaſt if it is, I will be different in 


it from him, I mean that I will join in its imputed 5 


5 n! in Ah: inen of its being ſhewn me. 
2 Py 5 nee 


USSR. 


; . 46 ) 5 
A 

Further he * 5 Mr. Pitt may extol in 
e his high flown ſtrains the vaſt benefits ariſing 
ce from the immenſe over-grown opulence of the 
© ariſtocratic | land - holder, but if he were leſs 
| © ſparing of bis eloquence [ſhould not this be 
more ſparing, or perhaps ſtill better, teſs liberal of 
* 515 eloquence : ?] and more liberal in his argu= 
60 ments, it would redound more to conviction. 
„Let him point out thefe benefits,” and alledge one 
cc ſatisfaFtory reaſon, why this unnatural opulence 
« ſhould not receive an additional and proportionate 
* increaſe of taxation, as a relief to the intolerable 
** burthens that preſs on the maſs of the People. — 
And here then it is ſeen that I again Join in my 
Italic aſſent to my ſo variouſly confidered author. 
Yes, this much encreaſed taxation of national indi- 
vidual riches, has often ſtruck me as equally de- 
ſirable and juſt; nay, more ſtill from the conſi- 
deration of its being at one and the ſame time of 
- Infinite relief and convenience to numbers, while 
no real inconvenience to the rich individuals fo 
taxed ; that the rich individual will ſay the ſame, 
1 fay not, and for that very reaſon (1 mean Where 
it is not ſaid) ſhould 1 be ſtill more gratifled n. 
the ſeeing him thus taxed. Vet in fact, and in 
. Fan if Iam in n dee of 4. 20, oo per 
e e | + anuum, 


% 


a9) 


annum, and kind, one half of it even, taken fronts: 


me by the. ſtate ; ſhould I, (aye, Jhould*; mean- 
ing, ought I to) be thereby put into a ſtate of”. 
complaint, and diſtreſs ? ſtill leſs if 1 have 30, or 
. 40, oo a year but let me diſtinguiſh; our 


patriot applies this alone to nobility, to ariſtocracy, 


that he would cramble in his fingers, tread under 
his feet; and not ſo, we; — nor in my firſt idea of 
| the rich, the over-grown rich of the country, was 
it the nobility that immediately occurred to me; 
5 (nor in truth on recollection could they 1 fancy | 
have been alluded to by Mr. Pitt or any one elſe - | 
4 in reflecting on the encreaſed riches of the country, 
though this writer chuſes to talk of the ariftocracy 8 
on the oecaſion, his favourite meat), but rather 
| thoſe of other clafſes through the kingdom, and 
who would indeed ſuffer ftill leſs, ſince, among 
. thoſe that I chiefly allude to, numbers to be ſure 
ſo far from poſſeſfing or wanting the paripharnalia 85 
and glitter of life, would even be encumbered and 195 
unhappy with them. And this I think i is all I have 
"3M > remark 3 as to this eee 7 not unaware ol 


| * Fein FR return | back for A moment to YT; now: 5 
5 appears to me ſo diminutive I can ſcarce ſee i it, Dr. Johnſon and his 
Dictionary; is not here a marked eguivague in our language, Which, 


| Had I not thought of the e no one wes, ach woe | furs 1 | 
| . ; 
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its poſlible difficulties; ; even if 3 in the eyes EC my 
man of Nate as well as of war, Henry IV. of 5 
whom more, in this very reſpect, ſhall be, we | 

| Hope, in due time aid, —— — This writer adds, | 


If the fundamental Principles. of the Britiſh 


© conſtitution be good, it has not withſtood the 
ae depredations o of time. Numberleſs evils have vo 
* ciept in, and deformed _ its beauty. Who is 
1% hardy enough to deny the veratious delay of legal 
e proce ſſes, and the unneceſſary infamous extortions 
45 attending them, whereby the lawyers amaſs for- 
t 7unes, and their unhappy clients are often ruined ? 
& Our penal laws (he adds) as actually admini- 


4. ſtered, are odious and tyrannical, and have no. - 


ce relation whatever with the true ſpirit of a libe- 

ral government. The laws between debtor and 

& creditor in particular are equally i injurious to each 

& party, and profitable only to the moſt villainous 
« part of the community, who extort money from 
40 the miſeries of the one, and the credulity of the 
- 106 other. Our criminal laws are too indiſcri- 
© minate and ſanguinary, the murderer and me. a 
te wretch, who prompted by want, and unre- - 
&« ſtrained by the precepts of example or educa- 
© tion, deſtitute of the benefits of either, commits 
«a theft to ſupport exiſtence, receive an <quab. 
60 + puniſhment. | All theſe. abuſes are tolerated. | 


6 * Why 


7 


1 


— 


. 


. why Dee 10 avoid the kk of ned: 


ce. lion. Al 1 5 . 


_ And bete [ end my y paragraph, (forgive me; 
| Mr. Pitt, if 1 do wrong) by, I really own it, a 
moſt hearty, nay congeniat Italic of applauſe to its 
tonclufive ſentence, ſenſe, and import. Indeed 1 ; 

Ado; and the tremendous word. of innovation ap- 

Peers in all its conquiering and forbic din 


ing qualities 

of odium before my eyes. No, certainly a I have 
18 efiough faid it, 1 aſſociate not with clubs inimical 
| to my king and country; and I am not inſenfible | 

to the bleſſings derived from both; but may 1 
venture to add, that my honour for both- would 
be exalted by their acceſſion to ſuch things as theſe, 


and in the negleck of which, from my love to both} | 


FT; grieve to ſee them liable, yes really liable to re- 


proach, from men, who are faithleſs, as in a pri- 
vate view to true diſcernment, enlargement, con- 
5 ſequentialneſs, nay common ſenſe ; ſo in a gene- 
ral view, are ſo to their King and country 
men, full of chimerical, fanatical, and Quidnunc 


' ; ia) of national grievunces; as has back in thefe | 


Pages ſufficiently ĩt is hoped: been ſaid; though by 
more quotation and expoſure” of their tenets 1 


_ - _conld vey much more, indeed have nein ijt. 


Ves, and when declaiming againſt . 


"roy ee . of es: and diftrels, 
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and accumulated. miſefies, from the enormity of 


taxation on the people, as an imputation on 


Mr. Pitt, and the miniſters, and the majority 
in parliament, who invent or deviſe and fix thoſe 
taxes as the cauſes of them What can be more 


abſurd; as well as unjuſt Do the taxes wi" 


from any thing but the national debt the 


intereſt of which muſt be paid by thoſe taxes, 


and nothing elſe? and has Mr. Pitt and the 
. miniſtry any hand i in the formation of that debt? 
has he not by every wiſe and laudable exertion 
exerciſed every means for leſſening it, nay by 


new and unuſual, nay by bold, while falutary | 


tetan, nay nominal odium of moe and 
irrationaliry militating againſt them? Yes 
ſure, in all the commonly practiſed routine of 
office, what miniſter has done his duty detter 
than Mr. Pitt? And as to majorities in parlia- 


ment, without a word againſt or about their 


this our country, and aye more eſpecially as Mr. 
ru 8 father is now no more, from whom . 


3 


« 


| ones of exciſe, With all its accompanying, ve- 5 


| queſtions, it is even abſurder than all the reſt ;— 


5 If you. talk indeed of INNO VATION, 


5 where are you to expect and find it? Very ſorry 
am I to anſwer, change as long as you will, (in 


\ 


2 An nor 1 oFSIECUOn't parliament, 1 
c 1 


TEL 


7 by r no means h have. elt the fame) 


* 


9055 WHERE. And perhaps it is idle; . 
a ſupremely. idle, to ſpend * one's breath; or even 


ink, in the recommendation of it. As daneft 
Sancho full often ſaid to his maſter on bis en- 
5 pectations, ſo I believe might we, as to any 
ſuch of ours from Mr. Fat, Cela atrivera 
tout comme je feds: ture. Can your perſon be 
| electrified if N Ws not ehfrical Pond: , 


Fg 
” 


5 ſtand upon? S IT 


And yet innovations 3 1 in tht kate. 4 5 


; : id moſt bleſſed, ones; and even in many people's 
memories: ſuch as, for inſtance, the appointment 


5 ; 7 of judges for life, for which by the by are we not 


do thank our good king, and yood 1 honeſtiy cal 

him, though I do not ſuppoſe him, perhaps, one 
© man out of a million; which I certainly would call 
_ - Henry IV. and among ſo many other cauſes für 

it, particularly for his innovation, 1 have before 
ſaid I would not conclude without inſtancing * 
wiſh to God the king could happen to read this; 
I think I have ſomehow 2 little gueſs about:how 


amendment to our conſtitution,” and enforcement 


1 thereby of our legal rights; and next; have we net 


had that how much greater, in Mr. Grenville's bill 


7 


x . 
o ! 0 
N x 
L 
* 
» 
1 | 
- 
” 


me would do ſo). Yes, I fay; we have had that 


ES 


Ins philoſophical light, chat x very exent 1 
excite a crowd of- reflections in the ſtateſman * 
mind]; for what does it not ſhew and proye to 
| him? Even this, that tyrant cuſtom can faſeinate 
the heart and ſoul of even men of general honour , A, 
and probity, ſo as to familiarize to them a conduct 8 
that even perhaps ſome highwaymen would ſcorn ; 
I mean, the conſtant practice, ( previous to that . 
bill) of voting a candidate to parliament in a con- 
teſted election as duly elected with the completeſt 5 
knowledge of his not being ſo. And every one 
Knows, among. innumerable other inſtances, that 
- "Sin Da aftrwood was thus falſely, not to ſay infa. 
. mouſiy, rejected (by even the legiſlature of big 
country) from his ſeat for the county of Oxford, | 
after having ſpent C. 20, oo0 in truly acquiring its | 
And what is, or rather what might be the reflec- 
tion of the philoſophic ſtateſman on this? Why, 
= that if the honourable mind cari, from the influence 
1.0 cuſtom, reconcile to its feelings ſach an enormity | 
as this, at another period of tine, may he not, ; 
from his reaſon argue, that now, (from the ſame 
oecult influence} ſome, whatever preſent, grievances, jy 
may poſſibly deſerve more of his attention than be 
is aware of Would to God that Mr. Pitt could 
feaſon and reflect thus in his cloſet! and from 


n be carried” to o the confideration of what the 
(ed IE Fog e * late 
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ſtate of our law now is, (to mention nothing elle) 


and by which is it not a mockery to ſay that a poor fr 
man is ſecured in his property“? 


And perhaps here is enough of all mis, or, 


(agreeably to what is juſt ſaid) much more pio- 
perly, too much. W will end it all by a ſentence. 


from this very writer, the very firſt in his book, : 
and becauſe I really think it forcibly-and elegantly L 


written. He ſays, and it ſhall wind up all my 


own loofe ſaying on theſe ſubjects, thus “ The 


cc moſt abſurd and ty rannical prejudices are they 


& which originate in cuſtom, becauſe the moſt 


66 difficult to conquer. Antiquity, ſeems, as it 


28 were, to conſecrate error, and men chuſe rather 
8 follow the old beaten path that reaſun and 


"WM humanity explode, than purſue new lights which : 


C7 emane from their divine eſſence. © 


1 may at length, then, I think venture t to STO 
"own my example of innovation in Henry IV. of 


France; and with joy do I now, as always, return to. 


_ that ſo unuſual, perhaps ſo elſewhere unk no n, great- 
neſs and amiableneſs. How does the phlegmatic 


plodding politician, giving him too all his ſalutary 
e fink beine this ſoul of ene 1 at | 


—_— 


* The lat Kin 17 rute new v neee the entire. Jaws of 1. 
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once to all the delights (alas, have we 10 many, 


that we muſt reject choſe that chance to offer them- | 


ſelves to us)? and the duties of humanity! But I 


ſhould never end, if I entered on the particulars of 
this character; this only I will hazard the ſaying 


vpon it, and 1 hope conſiſtent with that decorum * 


$ „„ 4 


3 that all 1 can "FJ Th connection with ir) 1 to = > 


8 


of, or to, the high character to which he has dared 7 


to ſay ſo much; is, that I would. wiſh, nay, if 
allowable, recommend, a, poffibly, new delight 


to him ; (and why; need I add?) I mean the 


lecture of Sully, with. the hiftory, equal to a 
novel in pleaſantneſs, of our hero; our exchant- 


ment, equally in peace as war: yes, . the lecture of . 


it, if that were poſſible, even till * ſyllable * 
it was known by heart. 


But come we to the ancedote, 1 bare s long | 


alluded to; it was thus: 


From the moment that Henry BT Habe 5 


firmly ſeated on that throne of glory, fe had 


aſcended by ſteps that the fictions of poetry can 


ſccarcely equalize by their deſctiptions of ruggedneſs 
and difficulty attendant on thoſe to the temple of 


Fame; his object v was more the relief of his 8 


| from _ difficulties, than his own., And his 


practice 5 


— 
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practice marched kind in hand with bis theary, 
till he had in a comparatively very ſhort period of 
time, converted penury and want to eaſe and com- 
petency ; while in his with and intention ſtill to do 1 
8 . them, this remarkable ſaying e of his i is in 5 
= record, viz. That he hoped to enable each peaſant 5 
to have his poulet a la broche. 
Vet in the midſt of all this, he was what perhaps | 
may be ſtyled a voluptuary. Ves, be had his 
weakneſſes of humanity, if that is indeed their true 
_ appellation, when flowing from the feeling mind . 
that embraced all other objedts: with his own! If | 
you read Baſlompiere's 0 Memoirs you will ſee 
enough of their parties de chaſſe, and parties 4 
paume, and parties de jeu, and parties de table.— 1 
Ves, ſtateſmen, yes; mixed eveh with what you „ 1 
all ſee and know that was ſo different 1—0f his 1 
attachments to the ſex. who has not heard; but 4 
who, alſo, has not of his never indulging them but 1 
as ſecondary to thoſe of duty to the ſlate, and to 
his faithful miniſters and aſſiſtants in his beneficent Eo 
acts of government. The variety of anecdotes _ 
i proof of this, all through that great politician ä 
and warrior, and, above all, financier, Sully's Me- 


| „There is \ is 2550 aelightfal anecdote and inſtance of this with 
1 Ia belle Gabrielle and Sully that can poſſibly be conceiy 


125 woſt ms and delightful to fouls (RN can feel ſuch d WS 
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jnoirs, are a 115 to every reader of any 
taſte, ſenſibility and diſcernment. It is not within 


my little plan to dwell on any of their particulars; ö 


pet how can. I refrain from a trait or two; in that 


extra ordinary character, more efpecially as they ſeem 


to ſhew true and unuſual greatneſs of mind, put in | 
contraſt with (precifely their contraties). imaginary - 


| and uſual ones; the only way perhaps (like bring- 
ing falſe gems. and true together) of proving the 
N Þrillianey of one and deadneſs of the other. He 


| Knew to change his mind ; and did ſo on each oc- 
cCaſion for it. He knew to condemn himſelf; much 
more, to atone for it when failing by injury: towards 
another; and in Mezary you read this example of 
u, viz. that before one of his battles he called up 
one of his generals in the preſence of other general - 
officers, and told him, that he was conſcious of 
having expreſſed himſelf in terms derogatory to 
his honour, which he then defired to acknowledge 
and apologiſe for; to which the general replied, 
Sir, this is the happieſt moment of my life, and 
it will be the loſs of it; and in fact, he expoſed his 
| Perſon to that degree in the engagement, that he left 
it dead in the field of battle. But let me not 
however appear romantic on the occaſion and give 
forth an angel for a man; no, he was a man ſtill 


i 


and 


- 


<> uy 


955 thoſe: of our two, great biographers in regard to 


| theirs, and it is left: to any modern. Plutarch, to 
| 4 the Parallel between them. „ 


now, Sully, on his maſter's repreſentation of it, 
could not by any means join im with. He con- 
fidered it as entirely viſionaty and impracticable; 
and he fairly, while (as uſual) without the ſmalleſt | 
: offence, informed Harry that that was his riſe of 

To it. And. who in truth that was told what it way * a 


< * x 2 9 8 . —_ . N — 
* * ry * 


8 particularly in his paſſion for play he indulged 


: example z in buildings he hkewiſe ſquandered, away 
much money, and even in that noble impartiality. 


Sully, though ſtill truth, however, ever prevailing . | 

with him at laſt. There then is my portrait in mi- I 

niature, and drawn at feaſt as exactly as T could in 
this little compaſs. The premiſes in my biography | 


| that. has carried me to the mention of it at all, 
0 the amazingly enlarged idea, from the entire ſource | 
of his own great mind only, nay in oppoſition, for 


K : N r 397 
0 3 * 
2 ; 


Hs 1 . 
ind wich its :nfirraities bs his pleaſures, or Bots on 


much too far even to inconvenience as well as bad 


of liſtening 1 to others he ſometimes exceeded enough | 
to carry it to weakneſs; and even to the injuring of 


are different for my deduction from them, from 
Let me now then come to the immediate 7 


a long time, to that of his able friend and affociate i 
in every plan of government before, but which, 


_— 


* 
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would not. "3% the ſame? It lay dormant: ever 
for ſome years, as indeed Henry meant it ſhould x 
the time not. beings. he: ought, 12 for its exe- 
„ 

The plan was no tek; Pk that of an | agreement 
8 or aſſociation of all the ſtates of Europe, who from 
certain regulations, to the contentment of all, | 

ſhould' enſure. a. perpetual peace, by a kind of 
1 confederate union and intereſt, ſo as to incorporate 
as it were all theſe diſtinct parts into one great 
whole. Does any one wonder that Sylly ſaw this 

as viſionary in the extreme ?—Certainly not: no; 
— when you are told, reader, that this Sully, 
this wiſe Sully, ended by an entire adoption of the 
dream, when the time for execution arrived, and 
Henry had explained his complicated project to 
him, how will your wonder then operate upon 
vou: ? That this was the fact, is certain; nay 
more, the executive part was in oonſiderable for- 
wardneſs, when. the horrible deſtruction of all his 
plans with poor Harrys life was perpetrated, by 
_ the. well-known knife of the parricide- aſſaſſin.— 
Dur Queen Elizabeth with other ſtates were 
in participation of it; and from the deſeription, 
fince, of the vaſt deſign, it has been by truly 
politic | heads: allowed. to have- been. conceived in- 
true . and N praeticable; 5 as well as, 
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Gives 3 from an extent and eompals of 
political knowledge, as well as hardineſs, as muſt 


command a reverence for che mind, ys conceived 
: it, great indeed! 


And this hen, i is my inſtance, and my Sample 


| of innovation; which I would leave to 4 compara- 


ive conſideration with the few Particulars of mo- 


vation collected in this litfle poor diſplay, and 


- which are not adopted: no, nor even thought of, 


for a moment, by the powers, in their comfortable 


elbow-chairs of office, of this famous land of U. f 
8 berty; - with all its bleſſed or unbleſſed tt ekteras . 


And there then will T leave them all, Hoping, 


: that however weakly 1 may have brought them 
forward, my aim at leaſt will not Loo to have 
been faulty or offenſive to any one. 


But if my reader's patience can ler it, 1 


have to tell him, that there are fill ſome other ' 


objects in my head, of quite another kind ; and 


» now Bi am in for it, ng wiſh alſo to vent 


„ Thad dk bot f © FRETS 46 menten IP . 


7+: private ſcheme of a ſociety, ſent to my houſe alſo, for the relief of 


a |; | ran . 


| debtors, to be ſupported by ſubſcription ;- and which 1 recolle& 


ſhewed grievance indeed! in various private individuals; confined 


855 for gears for perhaps a trifle of money, of which this paper ſhewed þ 


many inſtances, N N ty. N relief from * . * 
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5 it ere I take my entire W of tan I will 
be as ſhort as I can about them, nay for my own 
ſake, elſe, I perceive. I ſhall, from one delay or 
another, ſee no cad of {his ſame Lan Lars of 
mine. | 
And what 1 1 it 1 1 * e (is be'furg 
critically) to offer; why I will preface it by telling 
my reader, that "when I fat down to this work 1 
had little more in my head than to addreſs to Mr, 
| Boſwelh, a very mort liſt of the, whether by him- 
ſelf or others, admired, verbal definitions of bis 
friend, he had ſo very pompouſly indeed ſet forth 6. 
the public, and very much as I have done, only 
not quite ſo largely; ; and then alſo to ſay a fe 
words, as ſeemingly connected in ſome meaſure 
With the conſideration of the language, concerning 3 
ſome particulars 3 in the diſplay of it; I mean in 5 
_ certain, parts at leaſt of our literature, where 1 © 
have alſo thou ght that preſcription and long habits, 5 
and aut horitative names, had, if not equally; witli . 
the effects as to the Dictionary, (which I now need 
ſay no more of) ſtill had too much effect on the _ 
public judgment or taſte of my country. My 
country! of which I have now ſaid ſo much, bo 
and to which 1 add, that 1 could win it EE 3 
Fe to excel. in ay e F 
Site 5 What 
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What then 1: had at firſt» eure to — 7 
5 mean to go upon as briefly as 1 can now; 
though as to theſe few particulars 1 am now 
coming to, any more than thoſe T began — 2 
| (about the Dictionary, Fc.) I really can hardly 358. 15 | 
nix my thoughts upon either, when the inter. | © TATE 1 
vening ſubject I unexpectedly fell into, and have & || 
ſo freely vented my thoughts upon, comes at all i 
Into my mind ; ; and could I hear. to-morrow. that | 
Ar. Pitt was going to bring in a bill about new 
modelling our laws to the ſafety of our perſons oat, 
and our purſes; and new modelling our police for 
that of both alſo, with whatever other et cetera 
1 leave to my reader, Mr . Johnſon, and his Dic- 
| tionary, and Mr. Pope, with all his companions | 
or friends, &c. &c. would ſo ſink from —before- 
my fight, that I know not whether I ſhould even 3 
ſee them before me; I ſhould think ſcarcely of 
a9 thing « elſe.—But: fince that will, I fancy, not 
ſtop me, cen let me enter on my little taſk, 
_and. fay : a word, in regard, as, before, to "the... 
” wility ; x [cy 275 to. the taſte, Beall my coun; . 


bels and objects i it may i now be directed to. 
And does any one think here too that. "wy ET, 
been ſentence of b & om * patriot . 
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Work * 1 bad not an . profleion 


to). might not be applied 10 other Objects of 
conſideration and judgment among men, beſide 
thoſe. on palitics and government. That writer 
and that ee, at WO _ Hine 

„ 5 FIN 


4 
* As my | folefted 3 1 quotation has happened i in $A —_ | 
- of my writing to recur here to my notice, I will, as appropriate, at 
leaſt, to a paſt part of this critical Work, ſay # word to it in regard 
to What I did not think neceſſary to ſtop at at the time: but every 
propriety is worth attending to. And however 1 have in juſtice 
allowed the Kyle | of the writer IJ quoted to be, with ſome exveptions, 
gifted with a degree of elegance, yet I will, on this opportunity for 
it, now fay, that the ſentence, when quoted, was in one. ſmall 
particular changed by me in the writing it, Which to me it ſeemed 
to want to be perfect: The latter part of the ſentence originally 
ſtands thus as may be ſeen vis. « Men chuſe rather to follow the 


t old beaten path chat reaſon and humanity explode, . "_ 
new lights which emane from that divine eſſence.” 


* . 


$1 


So the ſentence ſtands, and when 1 changed that” for their, as 
more grammatical, I did not think i it neceſſary to top « at, ſtill leſs to 
obje& to what otherwiſe ſeemed 3 forcible nay rather elegant fenti- 
ment and ſentence, Nor did J then, though . I will new, . fince 
fallen again on verbal propriety, obſerve, that explode. does not ſeem 5 
the word of propriety here. And fo 1 believe, though not Dr. 
-Johnſon, the author of Synonimes Francois would have laid. a For : 
the figure of a (beaten) path required ſome other, hate: ver it might 
be. —In general the ſentence ran off well, and not every body I be» 
ory v Wu bayy pgs any emden! 25 but let . thapgh out of 
85 | | place, 


1 


'& & 5 


fillinarion of cu — in this 
world of ours, and does he, nay daes any one, 
among the crowds who. ſay the ſame, imagine, 
that he or they, live out of their vorrex; are 
free from their dominion; I ſay more — infinitely 
more; that they even u, be ſo ?—There is 
a French ſentence or adage, which has always 
to me appeared of deep r 1 believe it is 
from Paſcall, it is this:“ Lon, dit. que ha- 
11 bitude eſt; une feconde 8 que ſait ou ff 
C ce n 810 _ la nature __ une e POT, ha- 


ace, remind the- N of Dr. Fohnſon' 3 Diation 2 e | 
| gu his Jynonymes, &e. 2 45 2 hai hc 2 2. 4 7 ze 1 
188 Nay another improper term or figure f in this writer, 55 I am Feen 2 1 N = 
| playing the critic, I will rematk, (as another of my hinted excep-. 
tions) which is, that of mirrour fot᷑ a medium to be ſeen through z 
confounding, it to be ſure with glaſs; though a mirror muſt on the | 
contrary reflect your abjec hack; upon you —All, this to bs ſore, 
Be Proper. as; criticiſm, is rather out of place here. 80 I mu 
dere my reader then to carry it back, if he pleaſes, to: our now 
1 believe 1 may add, Well forgotten Dictionary. Vet now that 
it is again mentioned let me not miſs the opportunity of ſaying 
chat in running my eye over ſonie of its paſſt definitions, I 045 
| that 1 had not done the Dr. complete jaitiee, . in regard to one, . 
vir. the Greek: derired term e . | 
. felling, under the nail, &c.- 1 -a Wikiirlos!” Now, © 2 I by 


omitted the then aſking; which I Wee do N ban. e 
"108 weis! is e 5 | | 


„ e *« bieude v. 


— 


'C 64 y : 


a bude zu gut be habit what it will or may 
as to its eſſence or its effects, that it is nature, iT: 
mean within her laws, no one will deny“. And . 
what nature —_— we wen reſt aſſured is not 
CCC "IR 


* 


* Few 1 deem to n boch che Fen of - Kabir among men 
and their reſpective eſtimations of it than the various modes and tones + 5 
of ſpeaking of the various people who have adopted them, and who 
:  reſpeRively (at leaſt through the common maſs of © thoſe people) 
think their own. the true and the natural ones, while all the others 
are the unnatural and ridiculous ones. One need not go far to 
mhuttrate this; and perhaps there are few nights that the playhouſe 

may not ſet you a laughing at either the Iriſh brogue, the Scotch, 
the French, the German ; nay the Welch, or our own North country | 
accent, and manner of ſpeaking. . If to be tried only by this I know 


not but Paſchalls ſeemingly lo exaggerate Os might be called a 


true one. | 
I have long thought that it is from this princi iple alone that the 1 


declamation of different countries that of courſe muſt be common 
converſation and action, (which aRign and geſture, muſt, and does, 


45 arbitrarily vary every where) heightened to their greateſt perfections 

of nature as each people will call it; I ſay, 1 have long thought 2 
that it is from hene only that the declamation of all countries but 

iſagreeable, not to ſay grating t6 your ears. What. - 


your own is 
ever Engliſh have heard Italian tragedies, or German, or French, 


(which laſt almoſt every one has) or to be ſure Fortugueſe or Spaniſh ; 
| the ſame (though I never heard either) muſt all, the ſane as myſelf, ; 1 
have been diſguſted with it (at leaſt till accuſtomed to it) in the very 


proportion that their oppoſites i in Mir, Gartick and 208k Siddons . 
85 Hove been ge? to them. „ 
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8 
without its end; and will, not leſs; may we be 
aflured, be obeyed. How far it is ſalutary or hurt- 
ful, or how far left (like the pruning of her trees 
or the W her ground) for the contem- 


Plation 


uw 


From common Ae you riſe to that of Rage comedy, from 
That to tragedy, and then on t6 muſical 1 recitative, and from thence to 
ſong with all its varied perfeQions this ſeems the gradation, and 


but from adventitious cauſes, of ſome ſort or other, would have been 
I ſhould think the gradation of every country; I mean as far as 
expreſſion goes, not as to muſical ſcience in the infinite combinations 255 
it is ſaſceptible of. But as to muſic almoſt every country on our 
Continent, though not in the ſumptuous ones of che Eaſt, we 


among them, have adopted the Italian finging, (recitative and all, 


while with tones quite unanalogous and often contradictory to our 


own in ſpeaking, and Addiſon by che by has an excellent paper in 
the SpeRator as to this): ſo that we have to be ſure more or leſs 
really (though how much by affectation I know not) accuſtomed 
ourſelves to their figns of muſical idea. The French I believe have | 
alone followed the gradation as above ſtated, and to rhemſelves to A, 


ſure feel it, and therefore call it, Nature, And locally Ii imagine ſoit 
really is.—(I cannot, by the by, help thinking that the recitative of 


the French opera very much reſembles the recital of tragedy of the 
Romans). But we ſay, no; F rench tragedy and above all French i 
' finging is horrid ; much more indeed, unnaturgl and diſguſting to 


all-ears but French, (exactly as from the above it ſhould) ſo. here 
are twenty five million of people, arid they the moſt ſuſceptible on 


earth, pleaſed, nay charmed, with what is unnaturall—And j js it true 
a we love Italian fnging: ? at leaſt I remember an Italian ſong fung i in 
tidicule by Mrs. Clive, and ſo as to have given me, (ſhutting my 


eyes) from her imitation, great pleaſure, while the houſe was 
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plation of man, and for his exerciſing modification 
and regulation, &c. & c. I pretend not to the 
deciding. This of it I have long thought and 
faid, viz. that Habit is the cement of ſociety, 


ce the comfort of life, and, alas !—the root of 
error“. ' And there then will I leave it; but, 


in a roar of laughing applauſe.. I recolle& likewiſe on the Bath 
theatre two years ago a young woman making her debut as finger 
in our little opera pieces, and- being rejected, becauſe ſhe ſung too 
| much (they faid) in the Italian manner. She had performed as 
| firſt woman in ſome of the theatres in Italy. I have known ſeveral 
Italian muſicians at Paris grown very fond of French finging,. 
| Geminiani formerly for one; and as to the Italian opera here, 
our famous Jackſon has told me, aud I ſuppoſe not as a fecret, he 
could not fic it out and went away at the ſecond act; which I from 
my ſoul believe (nay look at them and judge) half the beaux and 
belles would have done the ſame had they been as ſincere. See the 
French on the contrary at their opera! that © ſeeing is believing” i 
moſt true, (yet with however its exceptions) ;- with the common 
herd of mankind (how different)! feeling is believing, 
* It i is curious to the mind that reflects at all, or inſpects into the 
operations of Nature, that while from her law the inſtinct of habit 
operates as is juſt ſaid, another inſtinct, or pleaſing ſenſation of mind, 


ſeems to manifeſt itſelf not leſs powerfully, while ſeemingly in direct 
contradiction to it; I mean the love of change or novelty. What 
then! is Nature herſelf, e en like her children, liable to ſelf. contra- 
diction? This let wiſer philoſophers than me decide or explain; 
and let me only wiſh to my counrrymen, and very particularly to 
my king and his miuiſttry the ſubjection to either or both exactly 


28 oy: -_ coincide beſt with LA enn and that of the 


nation! My 


in 


„ 
in conſideration of its laſt quality, not without. 
hoped, my allowable, (if from whatever cauſes, 
unavailing) attack, in my turn, on its to me ſeem- 
ing noxious influences. 
Ves, and do we not, if in adi. not leſs foi in 
literature, nay in numberleſs objects of taſte, form 
and fix our opinions and judgments on thoſe of 
our fathers, inſtead of our own? Read Johnſon's 
critique on Pope's Eſſay on Man (not to mention 
ſome of Pope's Epitaphs by him alſo ably ſcru- 
tinized among other things) and ſee and confider 
with it Dr. Warton's, and other leading men of 
| Hiterature's accounts of that Eſſay.— As an Eſſay 
on Man, is it poſſible to ſee, (in reality and truth), 
a more abſurd heap of confufion, contradiction and 
- nonſenſe? I mention not its principle (if it has 
any) of infidelity, which all paſſed muſter too 
with even the Oxford and Cambridge clergy of 
the land. And this has 1 now ſled 50 or 60 years“. 
There 


I occurs to me to place a note here, as in truth applicable to 
more than one object of this little critical eſſay. Th 

1, Mr. Pope lays it down as a fundamental principle of philo- 
ſophy, that,— &« Virtue alone is W below,” yet in a ſubſe- 


NF un part of his work he N 


„ The learn n'd is happy nature to 2 
«© The fool is happy that he knows no more; 
The rich is happy with the bounty given; 


4 ＋ he poor contents him with the care of Heaven," | | 
| Fa : & All 


2 
— * — 0 
. 


ITS 
<> 7 


8 q 4 
. N —— 5 * - 2 1 A 5 1 
. Nr E bY Eg — 4 - _- 
8 x 2 PE 2 1 24 A VA, — OY, ke - 2 ox 4 2 6 > ©), - 
—— — _ 3 


. 0 68 I; 


There then reader is one fiance 4 in ſupport 


of my poſition, as is ſeen I hope, and under- 
ſtood; but I by no means wiſh to dwell on ſuch 


like conſiderations. How far Pope 1s a poet : 
95 ſuperior 


4 


All which is true but if ſo, how does it coincide with the allot- 


ment of happineſs to „ virtue alone?” But, 2dly, I would aſk, 
how far this conſideration may be applied to another object of this 
eſſay, I mean the levelling principle we hear ſo much of; fince _ 
ſurely if happineſs is diſtributed equally to all ranks of men, equality oo 


of happineſs is fecured already, and wants not equality of condition, 


3dly, To return to Mr. Pope; I would aſk, how far this paſſage 


| 3s inaccurate in grammar, as well as philoſophy ? and whether We 


can properly name a ſingle man * the learn d, (in point of oppoſi- 
Zion would not the wiſe man have been as well?) though to be ſure | 


0c the fool“ may be ſo named; but the rich” and “ the poor” muſt 


both methinks belong to the plural. And why they were not all 
put in the plural by are inſtead of is, as to myſelf, I do not 
ſee; except indeed that Pope writes (and moſt inaccurately) - the 
<« poor contents him,” -which ſhould be not him, but himſelf; now 
if the others were put in the plural, this line might have been 8 


| grammatical at the ſame time by the poor contented with the 


care of Heaven,” | | . 
But Pope adds two more lines in ill ronger ſupport of his very 


true affertion of equality of happineſs going with inequailty of con- 


dition, however fill more contradictory to his Philoſophic 1 
they are cheſe, —B x; 


4 See the blind beggar 0 che cripple fngs” 
% The fot a hero; lunatic, a king.” 


— 


9 — 
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To the abſurdity of the Platonic chain, ; 3 has 8 
borne witneſs, en he has not ſpoke to its amazing contratedneſs 
ZZ Þ 5 5 | in 


ſuperior to all others, or what the comparative 


merit between him and Dryden, I enter not 
upon at all. Johnſon has I believe in general 


done very well in his critiques on both, though 


as to myſelf at leaſt, it appears that his general 


.. admiration of Pope is not quite free from old 


an „ 


habit, and fatherly judgment of him. In thoſe 


days poetry was in very few hands. Nay much 
more, in reſpect to Pope, and in favour of him, 
in its infancy,—Pope I honour very much, while 


I ſee him very incorrect, nay, harſh and profaic, 
too often, as in ſome other places, ſo particu- 


larly in bis Eſſay. And if I was to decide, I 
| ſhould, I own, conſider Characlacus and Elfrida 
as manifeſting, on the whole, ſuperior poetical - 


genius to any thing leading to it, in Pope. Of 


the Eſſay, as an Eſſay, Johnſon has delivered an 


intuitive critique; as he was often capable of 


doing: and well expoſed thereby both it, and 
its preſcriptive admirers. But, as poetry, let ay. | 


| in making it out from the ideal gradation found 3 in this wht; as if 


there were no other woflds and inhabitants in creation beſide. The 


connecting link indeed here between an elephant and man, though 


a pretty deal more between him and an angel, are not very com- 


_ pletely viſible to my eyes at leaſt. And that a link of finite creation 


ſhould. be affixed at laſt to the infinite Creator, (while to my ap- 


5 prehenfion with even _— between them) paflgth at leaſt all * 
e, | | 
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one read Job fo 5 lie account. It is con- 

taincd in two paragraphs; to my underſtanding 
pericctly contradictory to each other; one, diſ- 

| vs playing its poetical iplendor z the. other, (when 

J coming to his diſtinctions) taking it all away, 

uh 1 | 3 and (I ſhould think) more truly then ſpecifying 

J its defects, in that light. It would take up too 

1 much 100m to quote them, but let any one 

Wl read them. As ro myſelf I account for it on 

4 'l 1 my principle of Habit which influenced one 

= way, while reality the other. Nor am 1, ſince 

1 reading Johnſon's lite by Mr. Boſwell, ſurpriſed 

= at this as I was at the time, from the variety 

1 | of inſtances therein, of his venting that forci - 

| ble elocution of his, one day on one ſide 

| of the queſtion and another on the oppoſite 

90d: TY C 

- But enough and too much of this; the ſtate 

of our poetry is a comparatively Imall confidera- 

tion: and it is one I think little about. In the 
main, we have I believe refined and improved 

on our poetry as well as proſe from the laſt age; 
in the latter 1 fancy that the preſcriptive admiration 
of the Spectators for inſtance is pretty well worn 

; out, as in truth it ſhould, when ſuch ill-written 
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papers as many of 8 are | deſerve ha intrin- 5 
FAcally very little applauſe. - | 
In regard to Milton's Paradiſe Loft, I fear I am 
100 ſingular to expect acquieſcence, in my by no 
means reconciling myſelf to his ſabjed; which, 
to me, was un-treatable, (it I may uſe ſuch term) 
and the grandeur falſe, gigantic and unnatural : 
nay + forgive me all you hereditary admirers) for- 
bidding and diſguſting.— The incredulus odiꝰ 
ftares me in the face through every page. But 
as this is tender, not to ſay ſanctimonious ground, 
I beg leave to refer my reader, 1 mean my elegant 
and reflective reader, to my very laſt page with 
the remarks on Horace's Art of Poetry. With all 
this, however, put together, even experience of 
the fact informs me, that your gentleman with a 
great griſly wig will join in with any part of it, 
tout comme je ſuis ture. To one I have in my eye, 
with his ſpectacles on his noſe, and I hope he wilt 
read this, I will ſay that diſcord i is not leſs diſcord. 
from your ears s feeling it Harmony. . 


* There is a paffage in Milton which I do not believe, any pot 
now in Bedlam, or that ever was there, ever exceeded in inco- 
herence and incongruity; I have before referred my reader to . 
Horace's Art of Poetry, and may I believe ſafely do it here gain. | 
It is * that 1 bare happened to meet _ a critical 1 difupprobation 
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In regard to our Shakeſpeare, 1 believe throuph | 
this work, however briefly, I have completely 
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enough proved my diſpoſition towards him. He - 
is in truth in y enen the firſt thinker in the 
world; 


of it in one of the Adventurers, a ſuppoſe of Jo. Wharton's) 7 
though not half critical enough for me; it is true alſo that a : 


man of faſhion as well as of literature many years ago agreed 
very completely with my ſenſe of it, and I do certainly believe 


that in this preſent age, pedants, and mere men of Greek, would 
alone continue the preſcriptive admiration of it. Yet has Addiſon 


(then Reviews were not) fingled it out as the paragon of ſub- · 
limity ! and—Rill more extraordinary! Pope, who had often what 
the French call an excellent zacte, has followed him in it. | 
The paſſage is, where Satan is going to draw up his forces (his wn © 
well-armed /badows in coats of mail, &c.) in order to give battle 
to Michael's ſame ſort of troops. But Satan ſtops ſhort, and deſiſts; 
and why? Why, becauſe he looked up and ſaw in heaven, God 
Almighty with his ſcales in his hand, weighing the event of the day; 
and with the ſcale of his ſucceſs (a devil, could to be ſure gueſs his 
ſcale) kicking the beam, This he ſaw, and, you eaſily believe, 
took the hint. But hear on; and what were thoſe ſcales? Why, 
reader, thou mayeſt now ſee them if thou ſo pleaſeſt ; (that i is if thy 
earth is in poſition for. it) and ſo Milton will expreſsly tell thee; 
for the ſcales were neither more nor leſs than the ftar Libra, the 
ſign in the Zodiac, viſible to thee any clear night among the ſtars : 
of heaven. Thou mayeſt to be fure fancy the ſtar called Libra 
(the Latin certainly ſor ſcales, though not the Perfian nor the 
French, & c. &c.) while twinkling to thy eyes with the reft of 
them, a ftar like them, and no more; but that will be a miſtake; 
it was then, (that is, when all was the Action of poetry, and given 
LE. . 
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Ward: for-as-t0 his defects, Perhaps ablardicich 
1 im pute to circumſtance, and not to the man. 


Toy web), 1 1 pair of frateb; now to te ben a web, Which . 
Milton thus informeth ee, W. 1 


«Th Eternal to prevent fach horrid 8 | 
40 Hung forth in heav n his golden ſcales, 15 ſeen _ 
4 Bet wirt Aſtrea and the Scorpion bgn,” &c.. bee. &. 


— » $ — * 


80 f in this Har Lira, when become 2 pair of ſeales, and chem, we 
are told; gblden, (ich metal by the by may well be dear to us 
on earth fince it was ſo we ſee to God in heaven) yes in thoſe. ſo 
very truly ſolid ſcales; were placed, (in order to weigh them) ſpixit 
Hhought ;—intention of mind: and * mind = mind of fate, an@ 
of Heaven. s Sh? 
Now that we thould be allowed the Linder; 8 1 at this day 
the identical ſcales of the Almighty, uſed as above by. him, ſeems 
an act of beneficefice to us creatures; we never can enough admire; ; 
bo and to be ſure we muſt attribute the privilege to that, fince it would 
be abſurd in 1 the extreme to ima ine them left there fo long, front 555 
ide forgetting to take them away. Let if that could haye chanced 
6 to be the caſe, and Cod have happened in "out time, fo to have | 
willed, what an encfeaſe of wonder miſt it not have been to us; 
(more eſpecially if t  tarrying at all on the ſpot) to ſee, not only the 
| feiles, but the great owner of them along with them! and then 
probably more conſpicuouſly than hen he ow e to ſheve 
himſelf £0 his ſervant Moſer iu te buſh. 5 
In ſhort the whole of this event is to me PIO: ad- 
firable, chat I am quite at a Joſs how.to. expreſs my admiration. of - 
ire But that elegalt people the French have 1 think a very forcible 5 
and apt kind. of eupreſſion fo? this ſpecter of „Adnüfablenefz, when 
oy fa . 4 dormir de deut I Will, end the whole by 
mying orice to me from a French friend, -vi2.— 5; Dieu a fait 
lane d apres yu image, Phomme be loaf 8. ma th bien 
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Let me e juſt ſay the above, merely : as a clue, to 


| any who chuſe to enter more minutely on theſe 


ſubjects which I wiſh only thus to touch, But I 
will ſpeak to a few other objects of taſte ; to me, 


1 own, of much more importance, and as being J 


perhaps in ſome meaſure national ones. 5 
What particularly allude to, is, our great and 


I may perhaps add, renowned capital of London; 

and if T can, and do, pride myſelf, as an Engliſh- 
man in the Preſent glory of the country, and its in- 
| habitants at large, may. T not, not unpaturally, | 
or unconnectediy with it, wiſh to do the ſame. by 
: their, and my own, metropolis ?_ To hear fo- 
- reigners , ſay to an Engliſhman. abroad, though 


ſtill more, if to. him at home; “ Sir, your eit 
&« ig, the fineſt: in the world, 2::could Never ſurely. 


be undefirable, nay. not very grateful, to an Eng- 


liſhman's ears; of rather, to his national and na- 


TE tural pride... But, exeluſive of foreigners, is it un- 


becoming of a great monarch and a great nation to 


feel an intereſt, and thence an incitement, where 
the means were in accompaniment with it, to the 
effectuating the proper Plans of embellihment of 
their capital by whateyer mea ans of public  edifices- 
of ornament, or-equeſtrian « or other ſtatues, i in our 


men, or other pier with 5 a cetera 
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- beſide, that might be thought | on bye our king or 
| bis miniſtry? e 
Not unbecoming, did I ſay ? Oh yes, 0 


| unbecoming : or at leaſt if the general law of pre- 


ſumption is to hold here the ſame as on other na- 


tural occaſions for deducing it from what to you - 
ſeem ſufficient occaſions or cauſes for the ſentiment; 3 


1 mean, —if what no one in preſent thinks of, or 
before has thought of, ſhould not be a reaſonable 


object of preſent. expectation or hope to you; 
how can this wiſh or ſmalleſt hope of mine here, 


to me, be a reaſonable one; for does any ſoul, or 
bas any ſoul through the nation ever once had the 
- thought in his head? I will hope however that I 


ſay too much; and certainly I can not at leaſt 


know the thoughts of every man in the nation. 
But, however, all -preſumptuous, nay all irra- 


tional, nay all contradictory, as I may be, to be 
ſure, called for it; yet do I ſtill perſiſt in my own | 


; above aſſertion ; and with the only changing my, 


their own capital and country. 
That I may again ſay that 12 Pitt will medi- 


5 tate on this on my recommendation, tout comme Fe 
i . 6 BI Sev 1 4 je 


1 Frcoming, to the, it 1, frowtd—be-becoming of 22 | 
ſuch a nation, to defire, Aid; as far as in their , 
power, to execute ſuch plans of public ornament ——  }F 


or embelliſhment, whatever 1 might and to 
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(16 - | 
te je ſuis Ture, I think I need no more doubt in 
this place, than where it was advanced before— '_ 
But I flop my pen; and if with my excuſe for is, 
fling of irony, it may perhaps not be ſo unbecoming. 
of me. No, let me ſoberly vent my notious here, 
if df eccentricity, not of offence to either the. 
Fate or its monarch or miniſter. That neither will 
think on my projects, I may as innocently as 
aſſuredly ſay; yet may I be allowed, to be ſure, 
in the whatever little ſatisfaction of venting them. 
If however this, nay, and not a little of what is 
paſt, (poſſibiy of what is even to come) were 
now in the act of 125 addreſſed to Mr. Pitt's 5 
Ferre, in lieu of ſelf, I ſhould at leaſt not have put 
it on the footing I now do; howeyer my human 
amour propre may cheat me in any fangy of its 
poſſible adoption from him, this I will fay, that 
it is only there of my numerouſſy known paſt 
miniſtries that T could thus flatter, and deceive my- 
ſelf. Traits, however, in that character, nay pri- 
vate as well as public ones, carry me from the 
law of analogy to my deception, if it is one.— 
He was a man of the world; nay, of a refined taſte 
in it. He wanted no Browns to lay out his grounds, 
R or other maſters or examples to teach him the life 
of a man of quality in all particulars, nay in thoſe 
5 uinutiæ of it that our r may deſpiſe; and 1 
believe 
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i believe the ſon can bear witneſs to Ching EY 
this, together with the reflection of his not being 
| the richer for it. In public we all know what he 
was, and that forms of ꝝſuality little arreſted him 
in his proceedings. This word, on this occaſion 1 
| for it, will I hope be excuſed me. 585 5 1 
IF fay then, (and as what will not be denied 5 1 
that if at the time, a few years ago, when ſuch 
quantities of what I now ſtill call fine ſtteets, 
- erected an the north fide of Oxtford-ſtreet, had 
Bm happened to be undertaken ( fince certainly not by 
= --:- 8 miniſtry or parliament) by men who had con- 
5 ceived the notion of doing it, by town buildings of 
ſtone, (or at leaſt of its ſubſtitute of ſtucco), ſuch 
as are ſeen in many cities on the continent, nay 
ſuch as in ſome few inſtances we do happen to -ſes | 
in our own city, as, for inſtance, very eminently 
in the two front nay” © on the north fide of 


Caven- F 


5 


el at better model of my | wiſh of abs in 
| explanation of what kind of - houſes I could have been pleaſed to ſee 
- ther new part of the town (eſpecially its ſquares) compoſed of; in 2 
greater or leſs degree of perfection to be ſure in proportion to the fire '- 
and rent of each houſe. I never walk or drive into Cavyendiſh-ſqyare 
from the oppoſite fide of the buildings without a mixed ſenſation og 
| pleaſure and regret in ſeeing them, the only ones of the ſort 1 know of 
at leaſt, through the town; and how they happen to have got * 


- 
EBB. 1 
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e WE EY 2 st Aa realization this, ; Ga it 
mad been followed) of my juſt mentioned compli- 
ment from foreigners c on the grandeur of an Engliſh- 
mans reſidence in his metropolis! —Yes, I certainly 
could have derived ſatisfaction, and a great deal, 
from the walking and driving through ſuch ſtreets 
and ſquares; as alſo in the contemplation of them 
when I did not. I might connectedly with this 
ſay a great deal on the contrary conſideration, of 
the too great number at leaſt, (for I confeſs that 
ſeveral are handſome now as far as their ſtyle — 
admits of it), of wretched unornamented new 
. houſes, undertaken and erected by taſteleſs car- 
penters, through too many of our new ſquares and 
ſtreets; to mention only Manchefter-ſquare, which 


while, (I ſuppoſe accidentally) having the advantage 


of perfect regularity in three of its fides, has not a 
- - Fingle ornament of architecture even at the win- 
dows, any more than any new- built farm-houſe. 
On the north ſide is a noble building of the Duke 
of Mancheſter's, to which he will F hope forgive 
my faying, that a front without a Venetian window 
nor quite o deſtitute | of ornament would at leaſt 


55 ud de 400 ot all.” | 1 enter ** on any i 3 of theit 


architecture or feel any. The reſult of the Whole is enough, nor is 
the architecture e but ſurely much the contrary .in a 
: general views 


1 Ps 1 5 . | have. 


0 35 


have Sale my taſte. more, as alſo. his not being 


fides of brick joined to a front of. ſtucco: the ugly. 


5 lateral buildings are not bis. The inſide of his 


— 


8 ever, ſtopp'd: for the moment, from its juſt occur. 
ring to me that the very thing we have nor done 


| fatisfactory feelings of its be 


grace's hotel is, let me add, a happy union of 


fimplicity and grandeur. And here I will, end my 
whether animadverſion or critique, or mhaveves, it 
be called, a8 to this part of my obſet vations. 3 
1 will beg leave to proceed a little farther, on 
pretty much the ſame kind of line of Genen, 


or, if you will, eriticiſmi. But 1. am here, how 


or thought about, from the High to the Tow of the 


land, the mere #0urgoifie of a ptovince-ibwn have 


doch thought of, and executed and ſurely to thẽ 
ders, whether ties) 
bitants or viſitants. I meam the towncof Bath. 

t we come chen to che öbject of ditulfon 0 


have. 300 hinced | at: and this 1 at leaſt do, freer” 


from draw- back, if not reluctance, in the reſlec- 
tion that it will probably | be ſeen. in a lefs forbid- 


| ding light at leaſt, nay. in one that Will not (n 


reflection) be eſteemed, either an vngmeſticable,. r 
undeſirable, innovation. 


What I allude to is this, biz. the” present 1. 


| 1 ſcandalouſiy mabby entries, ways and paſs” . by 
| ſages through, our ornamental as well as leave. 5 


a _ 
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| ble public park, -and reſort of the wide faſhion of 5 
the town—7be King's Hyde-park : no one would | 

be ſorry, rather, every one would be glad, to Te | 

or drive through handſome fone gateways, in lieu 

of the preſent: beggarly wooden entties into that 


pleaſing rural ſpot? (as a town-appurtenance), nor 1 

to do it at entries into the ſcene free from a. naſty 
and ruinous dead wall (its preſent viſible boundary) TY 
by the eaſy exchange of locality from their preſent 
poſitions, to one higher up in Piccadilly, at that 
entry; and the ſtriking on, at the other, of 
Groſvenor-gate,- up to the walnut-tree plantation 5 
and avenue, not far beyond it; as the means, in- 

| deed in both places, of keeping from the fight; 
cy woody ſcreens againſt them) the. ſhabby dead 
walls which border (as well as di race) both thoſe. 


preſent roads or paſſages ; contrivances, too ob- 


vious, even to require any of the modern Brauns : 


of the times, advice or aſſiſtance. ee 


That this atleaſt is not viſionary, (nay, chat 1 


cc Theſe are Imperial works, and worthy Kings 7% N 
will, 1 do 5 ak allowed re ; ; however = 


5 | * 1 never ſee the. N of a e abe e Park, witk⸗ 2 
out ſeeming to hear kim re my e un e 


e 


may; | 


my belief f in, on the occaſion. 


And ſo what more as to theſe pee” a or * 
 confiderations?. "* Why I think I need take up no 
5 more of my reader s time about them, though 
Ne might. to be ſure. renew the old worn - out ſtory f 
St. Fames's. old Palace, or introduce the more 
pleaſing: as well as more-ap propriate one of Carlian- 
| houſe, (ſorry myſelf however not to ſee it far indeed 
' more. diſtantly) or mention alſo that laudable public © | 
. erefition of the academy. edifice in the Strand, as 
| ſome public edifices at leaſt (this laſt is a noble one 


indeed 1) becoming the ſtate and monarchy of our 


great nation. Other things 1 might add e 


but here is enough and I end it. 


But what 18 taſte in architecture? 1 kat its 8 


ornaments s and beauties Why, the models of 1 
Lou. e Greece | 


- * 


1 , 
g 


a: er do, equally le it t ul be ical bo 
not A. jot more than what I may have talked of 

| before, And yet what would the coſt of this be? 
Nothing. Comparatively nothing. ' Nay and much 
more might to be ſure be made of the preſent | 

ground by means of plantations of taffe, patticu- „„ 
| Hrly on the north fide, which is now extremely 5 
bare. No, 1 really do not believe any will ſeout | 
me here, as they. may have done before, though | 
in truth chat i 1s all 1 can allow myſelf to „e 


8 


1 2 
Nr 


| Greees' 155 of TOON to bo ine: Abd : is thet 

ſo univerſally certain? are we ſure that even here 

our ſo much diſcuſſed old HABIT has no partici- 

pation in our applauſes? or rather e that A 

kindred ſenſation, authority ?F— Ss 
As to m yſelf, J confeſs that the Tralian 1 ; 

> tells.” or, (as chey originally were) Grecian 


buildings, of porticos, colonnades, donies, and other 
particulars of it, have, in general, for me great 


charms; and I have often felt a pleaſing ſenſation 
in the view of that model of them by Lord Bur- 
lington of Chifwick-boufe 3 ; yet am I not ſure that 
this is the effect of intrinſic, and not of authorita- 1 
Jive, or habitual beauty; or poſſibly, ſtill niore, 
from that powerful though not perhaps much con- 
ſidered motive of faſhion—To the thinking mind, 
1 affords a ſatisfactory means of demonſtrating 
(rom the circumſtance of its continual changes) 
the powers of cuſtom and habit on our ſenſes; 
even by our:own. experience and feelings, - No one 
I ſuppoſe is ſo inſenfible to this, as not for inſtance _ 
to feel a kind of diſguſt, if he was (I have uſed the . | 
example before) all on a ſudden” to walk into a 
company of well · dreſſed people, with all Weir 
preſent large: ſhoe-buckles changed i into the little 
ones of fifteen or eighteen years ago; juſt as he 
was, Fun, (at iD. ſhocked at the ſongs adoption | 
5 „ e er, 


| * > : 8 
| of f ite (antes. | And in b exvimgle hun- 
dieds are contained, to the mind that thinks at all; 
which in truth it need · not do very deeply for this, 


; however, to be ſure, your "ry beau may. not ED | 


quite reach it. 
But what I would carry this principle to is his, Det 
vix.— Are we ſure, when we congeniall y- che 
rich beauty of our Corinthian, or the elegant one 
of our Tonic capital, that, if, inſtead of the Grecians 
and the Romans being the conquerors, of courſe, 
of the world of taſte, as well as its territory, to the 
now mental glow of the wit and the witling in their 
Rp conſequent epithet—Claſic ; it had happened, to 
be the Per ſians or the Indians, &c. &c. who had 
been ſo; and who, then, conſequently, had brought 


55 to view their magnificence and taſte with heir four, 
or more or leſs, orders of architecture; and pillars, L 


20k frizes, or cornices, &c. &c. &c. that we, then, 
might not, I ſay, have admired 7hoſe inventions; 
and called them 7zafte, as we do the other now ?— 


| that in a cornice, for inſtance, there is intrinfic 
beauty, from its component parts of eggs and an- 


_ chors, my reaſon can not perfectly aſſure me. 
But here is another confideration ; are porticos and 


f colonnades no ways objects of uſe as well as orna- 


ment? of uſe, I mean, to encourage ſhade and 


| coolneſs ; and to exclude the light Now to this 
0 22 


4 


> — S K 
R —— — - 2 - 
4 8 » — 2 — — — * * * — 
A * 8 0 I * * . 
— — 2 } — — 8 9 * * — — BE p g £ 
- ** - —_— — — Nr j > CI — 
— 2 N n r : — * 
— * 2 
—— 5 — — — — "on 4 
+ 


- — 
— — — 2 
" * 


" . 
* p p 2 
— — — 
4 
oy 
_—_— — — „ Inf ry * PI 8 — . — IG 1 * * wh — — — x 
a 1 «Aa - . * 6 . 4 
% : 2 ; 3 . J ; 4 
; d T * 8 een "xz — —_— 4 . A = 
p ds? my - — x wy 8 F 8 * 
” of . * a N n 
bed P 7 x e 8. 7 
Y 0 * * ID 
” v * 5 ah NS. — 
Fa * 4 $ ” o Q 
* 


deration of them; 


0 


1 1 Wadi 21 bring my eine; - exeiy Tagbeb⸗ 


man will immediately ſee and feel (very unſigura- 


tively I might add) how far theſe are the Obe 


of requiſition to his climate and country v. And 


yet let no one imagine 1 would carry thif on 70 _ 
excluſion; I have already ſaid the loſs it might be 
to myſelf; nor is he I believe a very wiſe philoſo- 
pher, who would refine away his feclings of ſatis- 
faction, nay or care from whence they ___ ſo 
he got poſſeſſion of them. 


'Yet there are ſome of the adopted caſtes of 


antiquity, that 1 certainly would deſtroy root 


and branch —annhihilate, in æternum: and to me 
there is ſomething very remarkable in 1 the conſi- 


The ſenſible Hare 8 Af of Poetry - is in 
every claſſical mind; but J recollect it not 


enought + to repeat any paſſages of it. And cer- 9 


* x hardly "INS of a better example of claſſical cee in our 
country than that of. our Covent Garden, the church of which i is a” 


1 miſtake not on the model of fone one of Palladio' s, and often | 


have I been told formerly of its therefore aſſured beauty. The entry 


F is to be fure a convenient bed from the rays of the ſun, as are the 
- amazingly prominent fides of the roof, both. from-them and the 


rain. As to the Piaches, as they are called, let the inhabitants of. 
the houſes within them declare the charms of cheir ſhade 150 ol. 


| hy 


| neſs,—Oh, that webe was a man of taſte! 1 
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enough of its gout ing SORE cit 1 or "Way 

2 ne of that critical work; ſufficiently for my 
pPreſent purpoſe; but this every reager will know, - pe IO, 

(if I happen to have any, by no means a ſure : 

thing moſt certainly 1 mean, every one I can . 

; care a farthing about, vis, that Horace with his | 
| 5 good ſenſe and good taſte, puts a caſe of ab- EE | 
| furdity and contradiction, in :ſuppoſition, (that. ROE. 
only) whereby to illuſtrate his enſuing. critigue, : 
S and very particularly (alluding I ſuppoſe to ſome Se 

| Poets, or writers or orators of the day) in regard 
to conliſtency, and connection of idea and ſub- 
ject, to be attended to undoubtedly by each pro- 5 
ficient; and the caſe he puts, is given, not as 

any poſſible reality, any where, in the execution 5 
ö though, not more abſurd, (he ſays) if it Were, | 
than the wild and unconnected parts of. ſome _ 
men's paetry, or writing, or oratory; which 
ſhould be, he adds, conſonant to themſelves, and 
to the ſubjects that are treated Horace is now. _ 
| dead, ſo that he can't eome in the way of any of |' 
our orators, if t they ſhould. have happened to be 
at al Male to the N Woes: thy with" all 
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and I hope it will ſerve to confirm what I have juſt 
advanced aboye, i in regard to their being ſomething . 


I 36 1 * 
their eminence and 5 kick I would 


always beg to add my mite of applauſe to with 
all others) may poſſibly, in whatever ſmall degree, 
have happened, when through ſpeeches of fr 
+ hours contingance ; though to be ſure ſtill more, 5 
if, thirty-fix hours. But let me come to the re- 
e e of mncongruity® * that e gives to 


cConſideration. . e 


To humano capiti,” if. 1 chink, he 15 you 5 


were to join a horſe's body, or it (J think this is 


the line) Mulier formoſa ſuperne,” was to © defini * 
Bed in Piſcem * to which, after adding ſome other ES 
ſimilar examples, would you my friend, he aſks, 55 


refrain from laughter at the repreſentations ? 1 
This is what Horace ſays, as every one knows : : 


remarkable in the conſideration of a part of the 


4 antique taſte of ornamental architecture, as now os 
adopted. by us ' moderns, and I believe by moſt Ny 


others on the Continent, Yes remarkable : :—for. 


do not the very, the identical, monſters, (given by 


Ul 


8 A Sa 


1 


. 1 as a «Adio: 1 now reign CE tri- 
umph all through the land; and through erery 5 


other land. If you will go to the gateway of the 


ate magnificent ' Duke of Nartbumberland on 
from bis counſellor in taſte Adams, | 
7 ep Sion-houſe; 3 RE. 2 Mulier formoſa ſuperne, and 
ending, if not a fb, ip 42 4 SA, body, you. 


leading to 


there will ſee. Ys ma mere Ga of this is. 


enough; 7. erms, "Heads, ſtuck (like ſo many deca- 
1 pitations) in walls, in cornices, &c. &c. &c. are 
known every where; nay fountains of water through g 


human mouths, and all other dine n on me : 


55 ſame ont... 0 
No the oddity t: to me here | is, not that u we e have 1 5 
5 adopred all this on the authority of the ancients ; 

but, that they ſhould have adopted them, at the 


very period of time, the Auguſtan | age) when 


Horace treats. ſuch things as even viſionary. and” : 
% impoſſible ever to be realized. 


And fo I will e'en gre. to my reader my valete, | 


| and Ws My chance as to, the eee Plaudile. is 
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